60th Anniversary of the People’s Republic of China

On October 1, 1949, Chairman Mao Zedong solemnly proclaimed the founding of the People’s Republic of China on Tian’anmen Rostrum, which marked the beginning of a new era for the Chinese nation. 

Over the past six decades, under the leadership of the Communist Party of China, Chinese people of all ethnic groups have made concerted and arduous efforts to bring tremendous changes to their motherland which was poor and backward in the past. In particular, over the past three decades since the launch of the policy of reform and opening up, China has witnessed fast economic growth and ever-increasing overall national strength and scored world-acclaimed achievements in economy, science and technology and culture. 

Over the past six decades, China has gradually established independent and complete industrial and economic systems and built and improved a system of socialist market economy. China’s economy has been remarkably developed, constituting an important part of the world economy today. In 2008, China’s GDP amounted to 30,067 billion RMB yuan, making up 7.3% of the world’s total and ranking third place globally. Comparing to 1952’s GDP of 68.1 billion RMB yuan, the figure increased by 440 times. 

Over the past six decades, China has made tremendous progress in political, economic, cultural and social sectors. Its people’s living standards have been uplifted in an unprecedented manner. Its rural population under poverty has reduced from 250 million to merely 10 million. Comprehensive progress has been made in the field of science and technology, with world leading achievements scored one after another such as the successful launch of manned spacecrafts. China’s educational sector has also witnessed remarkable progress. In the beginning years of new China, its illiteracy rate stood at 80%. Today, illiteracy has been basically eliminated among adults and nine-year compulsory education has virtually accessed all school-age children of China. China adheres to an independent foreign policy of peace and plays an increasingly important role in international and regional affairs. 

In this new historical era today, Chinese people of all ethnic groups, with full confidence, are endeavoring to promote scientific development and social harmony by adhering to the policy of reform and opening up and make fresh contribution to the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, the development of the world and the progress of human kind. 
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On October 1, 1949, Chairman Mao Zedong solemnly proclaimed the founding of the People’s Republic of China on Tian’anmen Rostrum, which marked the beginning of a new era for the Chinese nation. 

20090802

China launched its first Five-Year Plan for National Economic Development in 1953, which was involved with 156 key construction projects. On July 13, 1956, China’s first home-made auto vehicle was produced in the Changchun-based First Auto Works. 

20090803

When new China was founded in 1949, a series of basic political systems were established, including the national system featuring people’s democracy, the system of Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, the system of regional ethnic autonomy as well as the system of People’s Congress and the basic socialist economic system. This picture shows the First Session of the First National People’s Congress of China held in Beijing in September 1954. 
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In April 1955, representatives from 29 Asian and African countries assembled in Bandung, Indonesia, discussing strategies for unity and cooperation. Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai led an official delegation to attend this historic meeting. The Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence put forward by Premier Zhou Enlai was highly valued by conference representatives and later enshrined as the basis of the Ten Principles of Bandung and the guideline in handling relations among countries with different social systems. 
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In 1959, the central government of China launched democratic reforms in Tibet. The local slavery system was abandoned and Tibetan people began to enjoy the right as owners of their homeland. The central government of China and all other provinces of the country have offered huge financial support and technical assistance to Tibet. Since then, tremendous changes have taken place in Tibet. This picture shows that Tibetan people in festive attires are dancing joyfully in the square in front of Potala Palace. 
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On April 24, 1970, China’s first manmade earth satellite was successfully launched, ushering in a new era for the country’s development of space technology.  
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On October 25, 1971, the UN General Assembly, with an overwhelming majority of votes, adopted the resolution, which restored the seat and all lawful rights of the government of the People’s Republic of China in UN. This resolution has helped strengthened the presence of Third World countries in UN and is of great significance in safeguarding world peace and development. 
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In December 1978, the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the Communist Party of China decided to exercise the state policy of reform and opening up. Since then, Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping has made three inspection tours to special economic zones in south China and delivered a series of important speeches, which have played a key role in advancing all-round reforms nationwide. 
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China is a country with 56 ethnic groups. In order to promote all-round development of ethnic minority-dwelled regions, the Chinese government has worked out and implemented a series of policies pertaining to ethnic minorities, such as adhering to ethnic equality and unity, exercising regional ethnic autonomy, promoting economic and cultural development in ethnic minority-dwelled regions, developing languages and scripts of ethnic minorities, and respecting traditions and customs and freedom of religion of ethnic minorities. This picture shows that deputies of ethnic minorities are present at the National People’s Congress, enjoying their rights in participating in political activities and government affairs. 
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In 1992, Shanghai Stock Exchange, the first of its kind in the history of new China, was inaugurated. So far, China has had some 1800 listed companies with the total market value reaching up to 5,000 billion RMB yuan. 
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Since 00.00 am, July 1, 1997, the Chinese government has begun to resume exercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong. After one hundred year of separation, Hong Kong eventually returned to its motherland. This picture shows that the governments of China and UK hold a solemn handover ceremony at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Center. 
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Since 00.00 am, December 20, 1999, the Chinese government has begun to resume exercise of sovereignty over Macao. This picture shows that the governments of China and Portugal hold a solemn handover ceremony at Macao Culture Center. 
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In Doha, Qatar on November 10, 2001, the Fourth WTO Ministerial Conference endorsed China’s accession. China has officially become a new member of the World Trade Organization. 
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In 2002, China set a development goal to build a well-off society in an all-round way. Since then, construction of urban infrastructures and social and cultural facilities has been speeded up, with overall urbanization level gradually increased, living environment remarkably improved and urban landscape changed for the better. This picture shows high-rise building clusters of Shanghai.  
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The Chinese government has put forward a development principle of giving priority to education and continued to increase its fiscal allocation to the educational sector. So far, China’s college enrollments have reached up to 20 million and nine-year compulsory education has been basically realized nationwide. This picture shows students in an elementary school in Shandong Province are receiving IT training. 
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China has succeeded in providing adequate food and clothing to its population of 1.3 billion who are now living well-off lives basically. Its population under poverty has reduced from 250 million to 10 million. This picture shows farming activities taken with modern equipment and technology.
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China actively participates in international and regional affairs and earnestly fulfills its due international obligations. So far, China has participated in 22 UN peacekeeping missions, with more than 10,000 servicemen dispatched. Some 1900 Chinese servicemen are now involved in UN peacekeeping missions worldwide. Among the five permanent members of the UN Security Council, China has dispatched the large number of peacekeeping staffs. This picture shows Chinese peacekeeping staffs are taking a mission in Haiti. 
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China continues to speed up the development of transportation. By the end of 2008, China’s road traffic mileage totaled 3.73 million kilometers, among which 6433 kilometers are expressways. All villages around the country are now road-accessible. This picture shows the expressway linking Beijing International Airport and the city proper. 
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Over the sweep of the five-thousand-year history of Chinese civilization, diverse forms of traditional arts have been created and left over. The Chinese government and the Chinese society have made great efforts to carry forward and protect these unique cultural heritage resources. This picture shows Peking opera “Female Generals of Family Yang”. 
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China is speeding up the improvement of its social security system featuring the pension insurance system, the medical insurance system, the unemployment insurance system and the guaranteed minimum income system. A social security network has been initially established nationwide. This picture shows residents are checking their social security information online in a community service center in Hami, Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region. 
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On August 8, 2008, the 29th Olympic Games was solemnly opened in Beijing National Stadium, or Bird’s Nest. Some 10,000 athletes, coaches and officials from 204 countries or regions around the world gathered under the five-ring flag, which marked an unprecedented assembly of the Olympic family. 
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On September 25, 2008, Shenzhou 7 manned spaceship was successfully launched. This picture shows that on September 27, astronaut Zhai Zhigang was walking outside the orbit cabin. 
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China is playing an increasingly significant role in international and regional affairs. This picture shows that on October 24, 2008, Chinese President Hu Jintao and Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao were together with state leaders attending the 7th Asia-Europe Meeting in the Great Hall of People in Beijing. 
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China makes great efforts to promote peaceful and stable development of cross-straits relations. This picture shows that on April 26, 2009, the Mainland China-based Association for Relations across the Taiwan Straits and the Taiwan-based Straits Exchange Foundation signed three agreements in Nanjing, including the Supplementary Agreement on Air Transport across the Taiwan Straits. 

