Historical and Cultural Streets in China
Alongside those historical and cultural streets that have long enjoyed a reputation locate buildings with old world charm, courtyards with renowned fame, or shops of a long history, all of which tell their prosperous and glorious past and have been the spiritual home for all the generations living within . These streets reflect historical and cultural values and are part of today’s life.
However, as the pace of urbanisation keeps accelerating, how to inherit and pass on cultural heritage of a city is heavily challenged. The related government departments have selected “historical and cultural streets” through public appraisal in more than 600 large and medium cities in China since 2009 for a stronger protection for cultural heritage. The selected streets are rich in culture, well known to the public and full of distinct characteristics and have potential and vitality for development. Twenty streets have been selected so far including Guozijian Street in Beijing, Duolun Road in Shanghai, and Shantang Street in Suzhou. Such selection through public appraisal raised people’s consciousness of protection for historical and cultural streets and blocks. In the past years since the campaign was launched, local governments have put in much efforts and funding for preservation and protection for the ancient look of historical streets and for infrastructure construction within, so that the people can benefit from the achievements of protection for historical and cultural streets and blocks. In this way, cultural heritage protection and social development have favourable interaction, which promotes cultural heritage protection and sustainable social and economic development in turn.
20110701. In the 700-year-old Guozijian Street in Beijing locate ancient buildings under state protection such as the Imperial College and the Temple of Confucius, as well as huge amount of historic and cultural heritage. Guozijian Street is an important historic and cultural site where many foreign heads of state and honoured guests have visited and learnt about Chinese culture.
20110702. Built in 1306 in Beijing, the Temple of Confucius was the main place where the imperial ceremonies honouring Confucius and to offer sacrifices were held. The photo was taken during the Double Ninth Festival when kindergarten children clad in ancient costumes were learning how to show respect to the elder.
20110703. Ciqikou in Shapingba District, Chongqing, was first built in 998 and named so for the large production of porcelain here. The ancient teahouses and handicraft workshops dating back to Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties have been well preserved here, thus Ciqikou is known as a miniature of history, culture and folkways of the ancient Chongqing. The photo shows a dragon dance performance in Ciqikou at the Dragon Boat Festival.
20110704. The century-old Duolun Road in Shanghai witnessed anecdotes of celebrities. The government has recently restored and rebuilt some old cultural sites on the road and introduced dozens of cultural units like “private collection houses” and “museums”, highlighting dense nostalgia. The photo is an Old Time Cafe on Duolun Road.
20110705. Pingjiang Road in Suzhou has been the best preserved historical and cultural block so far, where locate Couple’s Retreat Garden, an UNESCO World Heritage Site and other dozens of ancient buildings, thus known as a miniature of the ancient Suzhou City. In the photo, tourists are having a water tour by boat in Pingjiang Road and enjoying the charm unique to the region of rivers and lakes in the south to the Yangtze River.
20110706. With a history of 1,200 years, Dongguan Street in Yangzhou was a place inhabited by government-authorized salt suppliers. There are more than 50 important historic sites including former residences of celebrities, luxury houses, temples, and ancient trees and wells, all of which are fully preserved as what they were like in Ming and Qing dynasties.
20110707. The 3,600-metre Shantang Street in Suzhou was first constructed in the Tang Dynasty (618-907) and has preserved today its original set-up of “one river between two streets” and its ancient look of “bridges over running water” and “black-roofed white-walled houses”. The whole street is actually a galaxy of historic sites and houses, thus known as “a living ancient street of one thousand years”. Tourists in the photo are going on a boating excursion in Shantang Street.
20110708. Qingming Bridge historical and cultural block in Wuxi first got prosperous thanks to the ancient canal and the traditional look of settlement on canal has been well preserved till today. The whole block incorporates cultures of folkways, water alleyways and religion and is praised as “an open-air eco-museum”. In the photo, an artist is painting from nature.
20110709. Nobles and scholar-officials in Fuzhou in the ancient China settled in ten alleys called Sanfang Qixiang that was set up more than 1,700 years ago. The ten alleys with 159 ancient buildings have been listed among major historic and cultural sites under state protection.
20110710. There are quite a number of “overhead terraces” unique to the ancient streets and blocks in Zhangzhou, Fujian Province. Witnesses to all the ups and downs through history, these ancient buildings radiate ancient beauty and charm after renovation.
20110711. Zhongshan Road in Quanzhou, Fujian Province took its form in the 1920’s and 1930’s. Colonnaded overhead terraces along the road provide shelters from sun and rain. The buildings incorporate Southeast Asian and Southern Fujian styles, reflecting a connection between Quanzhou people and their overseas compatriots. Zhongshan Road has been for decades the city’s busiest commercial street with crowds of long-established shops.
20110712. With huge amount of domestic and foreign capitals input in Qingdao between the end of the 18th century and the early 1900’s, hundreds of villas in the Ancient Greek, Roman, Gothic and Renaissance styles were built around the Badaguan area and formed a block like a museum of buildings. Badaguan has been a famous sanatorium area and tourist-attraction since the foundation of the People’s Republic of China.
20110713. Ancient City of Pingyao in Shanxi Province has a history of over 2,700 years and witnessed the prosperity in Ming and Qing dynasties when remittance agencies stood one next to another in South Street and armed escort agencies, shops and inns were bustling with businesses. The prosperity of former days still can be seen from the photo of today’s South Street.
20110714. Pingyao in Shanxi Province was one of the cities with the most advanced financial trades during Ming and Qing dynasties. Over 50% of China’s financial institutions were at the time in South Street that was known as “the Wall Street in China”. The photo is of a museum built upon a private bank in South Street in Ancient City of Pingyao.
20110715. Tunxi in Anhui Province is located at “a place where Shuaishui and Hengjiang rivers meet and Anhui, Jiangxi and Zhengjiang provinces joint”, thus has an advantage of convenient transportation. Ancient Street of Tunxi got fast developed in Ming and Qing dynasties, as merchants from the ancient Huizhou area rose to prominence. The ancient street is known as “the Along the River during the Qingming Festival in life” for its well-preserved ancient buildings of the Huizhou style.
20110716. A young man in traditional costume and girls in cheongsam in a show of folkways in Ancient Street of Tunxi show people harmony between human and nature.
20110717. Ancient Street of Zhaode in Qingzhou, Shandong Province used to be one of the most thriving streets where the Huis led their businesses. The ancient street with distinct Hui characteristics is preserved in its original set-up where stand old shops built with grey bricks, small tiles and wood doors. We can even feel the prosperity in the street of the ancient times. In the photo, a couple of students are drawing from nature in the ancient street.
20110718. Yandai Xiejie is one of the oldest streets in Beijing, and was quite thriving in trades of Chinese tobacco pipe, antiques and ancient scripts and paintings around late Qing Dynasty and the early years of the Republic of China (1912-1949). With appropriate protection and restoration in recent years, the street witnesses again strong folk flavour and characteristics of old Beijing.
20110719. Barkhor Street in Lhasa was first built more than 1,300 years ago and got developed and flourishing as the famous Jokhang Temple was built. Barkhor Street is the busiest commercial street in Lhasa. Millions of tourists and pilgrims from all over the world jostle each other and are dazzled by arrays of commodities and handicrafts in more than 1,500 shops along the street. Barkhor Street is a miniature of culture and natural landscapes of Lhasa and even the whole Tibetan-inhabited area.
20110720. Qilou Ancient Street in Haikou, one of historical and cultural streets in China, took its form during the 1920’s and 1940’s, when the Hainan people who had been to Southeast Asia came back to their hometown to settle down and build houses with their hard earnings. Therefore, the buildings here are full of the Southeast Asian styles. The people in the photo are attending the inauguration ceremony for Qilou Ancient Street as a historical and cultural street in China.
20110721. The Five Roads in Tianjin first belonged to the British Settlement when the roads took form in the 1860’s. Later on, more and more Western people built houses with gardens of various styles here. Nowadays, the Five Roads have been a representative area of exoticism and a synonym for “Western-style villas in Tianjin”. The photo shows an overlook of villas along the Five Roads.
20110722. Central Street (Zhongyang Dajie) in Harbin got more thriving and more European-style buildings and was full of exotic atmosphere in the late 18th century. With the renovation work done by the local government in recent years, the street has become a central commercial area and place for leisure of the city, attracting tens of thousands of people to come for shopping and tour every day.
