New Landmarks of China

In the past, China was often associated with historic monuments like the Great Wall, the Forbidden City and the Temple of Heaven. 

In 2008, the world-acclaimed Olympic Games was successfully held in Beijing. In that year, the Bird’s Nest, the Water Cube, the National Center for the Performing Arts, the new CCTV building and the T3 terminal building of the Capital Airport impressed people from across the world. These modern, innovative and creative buildings have replaced those historic monuments as new landmarks of contemporary China 

The rapid economic growth of China over the past three decades have given rise to a number of major city clusters like the Yangtze River Delta, the Pearl River Delta and the Pan-Bohai Sea Economic Circle. Shenzhen Special Economic Zone, Shanghai Pudong New Area, Tianjin Bohai Sea Development Zone, Chengdu and Chongqing have emerged as powerful engines to drive China’s economic takeoff.  

All these new landmarks in contemporary China carry on the historical appeal of the Great Wall and the Forbidden City and bear both visual and symbolic significance. Like today’s China, they are full of modernity, innovation and vitality. 

20090501：
The National Center for the Performing Arts is located to the west of the Great Hall of the People in Tian’anmen Square in Beijing. Designed with dramatic curves, this innovative and avant-garde building comprises the Opera House, the Concert Hall and the Theatre as well as auxiliary facilities including an exhibition hall, an art exchange center and a shop selling audio and video products.  

20090502：
The National Stadium of China, colloquially known as the Bird’s Nest, served as the main venue for the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. Designed in the shape of a nest, symbolizing the birth of life, this spectacular building bears the hope of mankind for the future. 

20090503：
The National Aquatics Center, also known as the “Water Cube”, is the world’s largest membrane structure building. All its exteriors are furbished with irregular bubbles made from a special material called ETFE. Its blue exterior is surprisingly soft yet solid, demonstrating feminine and gentle beauty and bringing strong visual impacts. 

20090504：
The Terminal 3 Building of Beijing Capital International Airport (BCIA) is the world’s largest individual building. BCIA is now the country’s sole airport with three terminals, two air traffic control towers and two runaways. 

20090505：
The new CCTV building is located at the core of the Central Business District (CBD) in Chaoyang District, Beijing. This iconic tower with novel design is truly a challenging construction project that has integrated many high-tech innovations. During the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, it was put into trial use for broadcasting competitive events. 

20090506：
Beijing South Railway Station, located at the juncture of Xuanwu District, Chongwen District and Fengtai District, known as the largest in Asia, is the starting point of the Beijing-Tianjin Inter-city Rail. It is China’s first large modern railway station for passenger transport built with high standards and a large comprehensive transportation hub integrating normal-speed railway, high-speed railway, subway, inter-city railway, bus and taxi. 

20090507：
With a total floor space of 260,000 square meters, Xihuan Plaza is the largest individual public building on the western side of Beijing’s axis line. Located at the northwest corner of Xizhimen Flyover, Xihuan Plaza functions as an A-class office building and a high-end retail center. 

20090508：
The core section of Beijing Financial Street consists of office buildings, apartments, five-star hotels, international convention centers, bankers’ clubs and other service facilities. It is truly a sleepless and dynamic place with well-equipped facilities and high-quality service. 

20090509：
Beijing’s Central Business District (CBD) houses the headquarters of many of the world’s Top 500 enterprises, such as Motorola, HP, Samsung and Deutsche Bank. On May 25, 2009, its core section was given approval to expand eastward to include three more square kilometers.  

20090510：
The huge LED screen in The Place, a mixed-use retail center in Beijing’s CBD, is the largest in Asia and the second largest in the world. 250 meter long and 30 meters wide, this sky media is the combination of fascinating images and astonishing acoustic effects, demonstrating the stylish charms of modern technology.  


20090511：
China Millennium Monument is a performance and exhibition space integrating various forms of art, including architecture, gardening, sculpture and mural painting. Its circular corridor is installed with bronze statues of the 40 most famous and representative cultural celebrities in Chinese history. The round terrace in its center, with a diameter of 14 meters, is used for large outdoor events like performances, concerts and gala shows. It is a monumental landmark built to embrace the new millennium and the new century. 

20090512：
The Eye of Tianjin, a gigantic Ferris wheel constructed on Yongle Bridge over the Haihe River, is the city’s new landmark. It has a diameter of 110 meters and is capable of carrying 384 passengers at a time.

20090513：
Lujiazui, located in Shanghai Pudong New Area, stands at the forefront of China’s financial sector. Jinmao Tower, Shanghai World Financial Center and the Oriental Pearl TV Tower within this financial district represents its height and vitality. 

20090514：

Shanghai World Financial Center, 492 meters high with 101 floors, was put into operation on August 30, 2008. The highest building in Shanghai, SWFC is a new landmark of Shanghai, together with the Oriental Pearl TV Tower and Jinmao Tower. 

20090515：
The 2010 Shanghai World Expo Park, located between Nanpu Bridge and Lupu Bridge, is laid out along both banks of the Huangpu River. It covers a planned area of 5.28 square kilometers, including 3.93 square kilometers in Pudong and 1.35 square kilometers in Puxi. The area that can be visited with a park entrance ticket totals 3.28 square kilometers. 

In April 30, 2009, the large individual structure in the World Expo Park, the trumpet-shaped “Sunshine Valley”, was completed and put into operation to mark the one-year countdown to the opening of the World Expo. 

20090516：
Hangzhou Bay Bridge, with the total length of 36 kilometers, starts from Zhengjiadai, Haiyan County, Jiaxing City, Zhejiang Province in the north and ends at Shuiluwan, Cixi County, Ningbo City, Zhejiang Province. The world’s longest sea-spanning bridge, Hangzhou Bay Bridge was put into operation on May 1, 2008, linking Shanghai with Ningbo and cutting the driving time to only 2 hours. 

20090517：
Guangzhou is a political, economic, cultural and scientific center and transportation hub of South China and a famous coastal city that was the first opened to the outside world. The 16th Asian Games will take place in Guangzhou from November 12 to 27, 2010. 

Guangzhou CITIC Plaza 

20090518：
Guangzhou’s new TV Tower, located at the intersection of the city’s new axis line and the Pearl River landscape axis, is the world’s highest TV tower. The tower has a total height of 610 meters, with the tower body 450 meters high and the aerial post 160 meters high. 

20090519：
Shenzhen Special Economic Zone, established in 1980, is the first special economic zone in the People’s Republic of China. Located on the coastal area of Guangdong Province, Shenzhen borders Hong Kong. It is hailed as a shining pearl on the coast of the South China Sea, with a time-honored history and developed culture. 

Shun Hing Square, Shenzhen’s landmark 

20090520：
The International Convention Center, located in the waterside city of Bo’ao in Qionghai, Hainan Province, is the permanent venue for the Bo’ao Asia Forum. The convention center, in the shape of an ancient coin, has a round exterior and square center, symbolizing inclusiveness and affinity. Its design reflects equality among member countries, be they greater or lesser, major or minor. 

20090521：
On April 13, 2009, 50 trucks loaded with 30 tons of cargo each parked on Chaotianmen Bridge in Chongqing to test the bridge’s loading capacity. The bridge was put into operation before May 1, 2009. 

20090522：
Chongqing is one of China’s four municipalities directly administered by the central government and a major city in the campaign for the development of the western region of the country. In 2007, the State Council approved the establishment of a national pilot zone for the comprehensive reform of urban-rural integration in Chengdu and Chongqing. Thus Chongqing became a new “special zone” of China. 

Liberation Monument Square, Chongqing’s landmark 
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