Dialogue Among Civilizations: A Glimpse of China’s International Cultural Exchanges
In the current world, science and technology are advancing rapidly. All human civilizations are faced with the issues of improvement and development, which makes it urgent and necessary to promote exchanges and step up dialogues between different civilizations. People in the world should respect and learn from each other and draw upon other's strong points to offset one’s own deficiencies for achieving common progress so that the human civilizations will be diversified and prosperous. 
The cultural exchanges help promote the long-term peace and stability of the world. It will enable people of various cultural grounds to enhance mutual understanding, live together harmoniously and deal with their disputes and differences through peaceful means. As a result, a relationship of equality, mutual benefit, mutual trust and cooperation will be established among the countries of the world. The cultural exchanges also help promote the essence of mankind’s civilizations and push forward the progress of the whole society. 
As early as in Western Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-25 A.D.), the Chinese emissary Zhang Qian committed his two missions to Xi Yu, or the Western Regions (a term used in the Han Dynasty for areas west of Yumenguan) and pioneered the Silk Road which served as a bridge of cultural exchanges between China and the outside world. When it came to the Tang Dynasty (A.D.618-A.D.907), the production enjoyed great development, the commerce flourished and the culture prospered. China and the West were engaged in more exchanges than before. The extensive exchanges and cooperation in material and cultural areas between China and the West not only brought diversified social lives to the people of various countries but also strengthened the link and friendship between peoples of the world. 
Since the reform and opening up of the People’s Republic of China, the international cultural exchange activities in China have gradually expanded and extended into more areas, covering culture &art, ethnic &religion, educational management, news &publishing and academic research and so on. The exchanges have taken various forms, ranging from artistic performances, exhibitions, international conferences, seminars, inspections, visits, presentations to joint film projects and book exchanges. 
After the successful launching of China-France Culture Year from 2003 to 2005, “State Year” has become hot words in the field of cultural exchanges. Through the launchings of the “Year of Russia”, the “China-India Friendship Year”, the “Year of Italy”, the “Year of China-ASEAN Friendship and Cooperation” and the “Year of China in Austria”, the Chinese people have gradually learned more about cultures of various countries in the world. Meanwhile, the activities have also brought the Chinese culture to the world and enhanced the mutual understanding and friendship among the people all over the world. 
20080901
On September 13, 2007, The First Emperor: China’s Terracotta Army, a large scale cultural relic exhibition, was launched at the British Museum in London. Through over 100 pieces of cultural relic remained from the era of Qin Shihuang, the First Emperor of the Qin Dynasty, the exhibition aimed at showing the spectators every aspect of the military, the culture, the science and technology and the social life in Qin Dynasty. 
20080902
On the International Olympic Day of 2001, the Three Tenors, Placido Domingo, Jose Carreras and Luciano Pavarotti, performed on the stage in front of the Forbidden City for Chinese audience. The performance not only showed the Chinese audience the essence of western opera art but also showed the world the glamour of time-honored Chinese civilization. 
20080903
In the evening of May 28, 2005, the Chinese version of Puccini’s Turandot by Chinese director Zhang Yimou was successfully staged in Paris, which was the first performance of its Europe tour. 
20080904
On June 13, 2006, the launching ceremony of the Arabic Arts Festival was held in the Capital Museum. Diplomatic envoys from 22 Arabic countries attended the launching ceremony. The festival fully displayed the time-honored history and civilizations of the Arabic countries and helped strengthen the traditional friendship between China and these countries. The picture shows that two ladies in Arabic clothes are holding the sign of the Arabic Arts Festival on the launching ceremony. 
20080905
On August 30, 2006, the 13th Beijing International Book Fair was staged in the China International Exhibition Center. The exhibition booth of Italy combined the Chinese characteristics together with the Italian characteristics through wonderful designs. 
20080906
On July 18, 2006, the welcoming ceremony for the visit to Guangzhou of the replica of the Swedish merchant ship Gotheborg was held at Nansha harbour. In 1732, a sea route was established between Gotheborg of Sweden and Guangzhou of China. The Swedish wooden ship Gotheborg made its arduous voyage to Guangzhou after 18 months on the sea. Over 200 years later, the replica of the Swedish merchant ship Gotheborg made its return trip to Guangzhou.
20080907
On February 10, 2008, the “China in London 2008” series of cultural events were launched. The residents of London watched the Spring Festival parade and the artistic performance in the central area of the city. London Mayor Ken Livingstone expressed that the Chinese Spring Festival celebration activities had become an important part of the cultural events of London. 
20080908
On May 26, 2007, the Vladivostok Children’s Arts Troupe of Russian visited the Shenyang Children’s Activity Center and communicated with the children of Shenyang about their ethnic dancing arts. The picture shows that the Russian children are learning handkerchief spinning, a typical dancing movement in northern Chinese folk operas. 
20080909
Seiji Ozawa, a world-renowned conductor, was employed as a professor of Conducting Department by the Central Conservatory of Music on the Conservatory’s 55th Anniversary Ceremony. The picture shows that Seiji Ozawa is instructing the students. 
20080910
As one of the China-Africa cultural exchange programs sponsored by the Ministry of Culture, 23 overseas students from Ethiopia and Kenya are learning the ancient Chinese acrobatic art in Wuqiao International Acrobatic Art School of Hebei province. They will spend two years in Wuqiao, the hometown of acrobatics, studying the acrobatic art in a breathtaking and interesting way. The Chinese Ministry of Culture will reimburse 40,000 Yuan per student for their expenses in China every year. Moreover, they are free of tuition fees. The picture shows that a black overseas student is learning the acrobatics. 
20080911
On August 14, 2008, a Slovenian swimmer for the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games practiced Chinese Kungfu with the students of Gucheng No.2 Primary School, Shijingshan District of Beijing. 
20080912
On July 27, 2007, the actors of Shanghai Peking Opera Troupe taught more than 120 teachers and students from eight British middle schools about the knowledge of Peking opera, including the history, the costumes and the roles. The picture shows that a working staff is painting Peking opera facial makeup for a British student. 
20080913
On October 17, 2007, more than 30 Canadian elders performed the Taiji “maple leaf” fan in the National Stadium, also known as the “Bird's Nest”, to commemorate the long-lasting friendship between China and Canada and offer their best wishes for the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games.
20080914
On October 22, 2007, the Houston Rockets players of NBA attended the Read to Achieve program. The picture shows that Yao Ming is telling a story for the children. In 2002, Yao Ming was selected No.1 in the NBA Draft. 
20080915
On May 21, 2005, Gauteng Dragon Boat Association of South Africa held the annual South Africa Rainbow Cup Chinese Dragon Boat championship at Florida Lake southwest of Johannesburg. The pictures shows that the team Zeekoe of Cape Town crossing the finish line and winning the championship of Junior Mixed Division. 
20080916
On February 15, 2007, at the invitation of Wuhan Golden Bridge Neighborhood, more than 120 Southeast Asian overseas students of Hubei College of Traditional Chinese Medicine celebrated the Spring Festival together with 100 local residents. The picture shows that the residents are teaching the overseas students to make dumplings. 
20080917
On October 16, 2005, the Yellow Crane Tower of Wuhan was very busy and witnessed the grand celebration of the oldest Chinese traditional wedding ceremony. A French young man married his Wuhan bride and ate the hot dry noodles presented by his bride according to the local customs. 
200800918

In the evening of May 7, 2008, the China Philharmonic Orchestra along with the Shanghai Opera House Chorus performed for the first time at the Vatican. The works they performed included the Mozart’s “Requiem” and the Chinese folk song “Jasmine”. Pope Benedict XVI attended the performance and extended wishes to Beijing for a successful Olympic Games. 
20080919
On November 11, 2006, the Sculpture Exhibition of Rodin was launched in Shanghai Sculpture Space. A total of 32 sculptures and 135 prints were exhibited, including Balzac and The Thinker. 
20080920

On April 15, 2006, a foreign visitor who was fascinated with the wonderful flute performance of a street artist in Yuyuan, Shanghai and showed great interest in the flute of the artist. 
20080921
In order to welcome the visitors for the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, Beijing has carefully selected 598 Olympic Home-stay Families, who can provide 726 guest rooms and receive more than 1,000 spectators and visitors from home and abroad. Tom from the US is living with his mother in an Olympic Home-stay Family and experiencing the authentic old Beijing lifestyle. 
20080922
On May 30, 2007, the Ukraine Confucius Institute, which was cooperatively established by Zhejiang Normal University of China and Luhansk National Pedagogical University of Ukraine, was officially set up in Luhansk National Pedagogical University. Until the end of 2007, 210 Confucius Institutes had been established in 64 countries and regions around the world. The Confucius Institutes have opened a window for foreigners to know more about China.  
