National Help-the-disabled Day of China
The Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Disabled Persons, promulgated in 1990, stipulates that “The third Sunday of May each year is the National Help-the-disabled Day.” Over the period of nearly two decades, a number of events have been launched to celebrate this initiative for disabled persons, featuring such themes as “aiding disabled persons and lifting them out of poverty, disability prevention, health improvement, equal sharing and disability employment promotion”. These events have considerably helped solve problems and untie difficulties of many disabled persons and enhance general republic’s awareness in aiding people with disabilities. 

Nowadays, China’s cause of people with disabilities has seen rapid progress. The Chinese Government has carried out a series of major initiatives to develop the cause of people with disabilities and improve their livelihood, promulgated and enforced laws and regulations for people with disabilities, established government agencies to handle affairs pertaining to people with disabilities and improved the management system for the cause of people with disabilities. China’s cause of people with disabilities has evolved into a comprehensive sector involved with such a wide scope of fields as rehabilitation, education, employment, poverty relief, social security, protection of rights, culture, sports, barrier-free environment building and disability prevention. Livelihood of Chinese people with disabilities has been remarkably improved and their quality of life has never been better than today. With the spirit of self respect, self confidence, self reliance, independence and optimism, Chinese people with disabilities have assimilated themselves into the society to realize the value of their life. More and more Chinese people with disabilities have become self-supporting and many of them have even made significant contributions to social development.  
So far, China has over 19,000 service centers for disability rehabilitation and more than 3,000 agencies to provide service for disability employment. Barrier-free environment building has been carried out and many legal service centers for disabled persons founded in all large and medium-sized cities across the country. More than 6 million poor disabled residents in rural areas have been provided with adequate food and clothing and the basic livelihood of over 10 million disabled residents in urban areas have been guaranteed. Initiatives to offer free cataract surgeries, rehabilitative treatment for deaf children and preventive and rehabilitative service for disabled mental patients have benefited over 8.5 million disabled persons. In addition, millions of disabled persons have received vocational training and been employed. 

The Chinese Government has incorporated the cause of people with disabilities into its overall plan for national economy and social development. It has been priorities of governments at various levels to pay attention to vulnerable population and improve livelihood of people with disabilities. More and more Chinese people have joined in initiatives to aid disabled persons and it has become a nationwide trend to respect, care and help people with disabilities. 

20090501.
On the National Help-the-disabled Day, a school for the deaf and the blind of Jiangsu Province organizes a visit to a nearby park for its blind students to enjoy the beauty of nature by touching leaves and smelling aromas. 

20090502.
With the funds from the Government of Sichuan Province, more than 800 victims suffering disabilities in the May 12th earthquake have been fitted with prosthetic limbs for free. 

Pictured is a girl suffering disabilities in the earthquake who is taking rehabilitative training. 
20090503
In a computer training class run by the local federation for disabled persons, young blind persons living in the countryside are learning how to use special software for the blind. 

20090504.
Tseden Deji, a third-grade deaf-mute student from Tibet Special Education School, is taking linguistic training with the aid of modern technology. 

20090505.
Hainan Province launched the Sight-Restoring Initiative in 2009, which aims to offer free sight-restoring surgeries for more than 40,000 cataract patients of the province. 

Pictured is an eye specialist who is doing pre-operation check for a cataract patient. 

20090506.
On the Barrier-Free Promotion Day of Beijing, a staff from the local federation for disabled persons is helping a disabled person to enjoy the fast and easy barrier-free taxi and airport service. 

20090507.
Since the first National Help-the-disabled Day was celebrated 19 years ago, the living environment of Chinese people with disabilities has been significantly improved. 

Pictured is a blind passenger who is reading the bus stop sign specially designed for the blind. 

20090508.
In recent years, Beijing Municipality has earmarked over 600 million RMB yuan for the construction and renovation of barrier-free facilities. Barrier-free wheelchairs and elevators have been installed in subway stations, special toilets for the disabled equipped in public restrooms and grooved tracks for the blind paved in almost all the sidewalks. 

Pictured is a disabled person who is taking the barrier-free elevator in a subway station. 

20090509.
On the National Help-the-disabled Day on May 16, 2008, 100 disabled persons in Neijiang City, Sichuan Province were provided with wheelchairs donated by general public. 

20090510.
Pictured is the opening ceremony of a self reliance tourism service which is founded by some disabled persons in Chongqing. This company aims to provide tourism service to customers with disabilities. 

20090511.
Hangzhou Municipal Federation for Disabled Persons of Zhejiang Province holds friend-making activities for single disabled persons. 

Pictured are two young persons with hearing disabilities who are chatting with each other. 

20090512.
On the National Ear-care Day, Xinjiang Federation for Disabled Persons arranged free ear disease checkup and organized health lectures for disabled students in special education schools. 

Pictured is a doctor who is doing hearing test for a disabled student. 

20090513.
Air hostesses from China Southern Airlines are learning sign language in a school for the blind and the deaf, in order to provide better service to deaf-mute passengers. 

20090514.

The Federation for Disabled Persons of Yuhuan County, Zhejiang Province has invited doctors from rehabilitation centers to deliver lectures on blind walk basics, with an aim to train teachers to teach the blind and persons with low vision how to walk. 
20090515.
In recent years, Chinese governments at various levels have invested huge capital and manpower in barrier-free environment building in order to provide more conveniences for disabled persons. 

Pictured are workers who are paving a grooved track for the blind in the city of Haikou. 

20090516.
A young blind person and his guide dog are present at the 4th China Information Accessibility Forum in Chongqing. It is one of the first four guide dogs that China has trained. 

20090517.
Deaf-mute students from a Sichuan Province-based deaf-mute school are watchng the performance of “robots” that are made and donated by students from a local school. 

20090518
Zaozhuang Municipal Government of Shandong Province organizes planned training programs for local disabled persons to master skills in sewing, home appliance maintenance, planting and cultivating. Disabled trainees with qualification certificates will be offered jobs in local enterprises. 

Pictured is a disabled person who is learning sewing skills in a free training class.    

20090519.
Some 40 students from an Anhui Province-based elementary school are gathering together with students from a local special education school and present small gifts hand made by themselves and school supplies to the disabled students. 

20090520.
The dance “One-Thousand-Handed Goddess of Mercy”, performed by the twenty deaf dancers from the China Disabled People’s Arts Troupe, has stunned billions of audience from China and the rest of the world. 

20090521.
Renowned Chinese young pianist Lang Lang is learning sign language from deaf-mute dancer Tai Lihua. With persistence and talent, Tai has presented many beautiful dances in spite of her disabilities. She was even praised as “an ambassador for global disabled persons” when she performed at an international conference of disabled persons in Japan. 

20090522.
Pictured is Zhang Haidi, the newly-elected chairperson of China Disabled Persons’ Federation, who is visiting a disabled person. Though wheelchair bound due to paraplegia, Zhang Haidi has mastered three foreign languages by self teaching, obtained B.A. and M.A degrees, and written and translated literary works reaching up to one million Chinese characters. Zhang’s story has inspired and encouraged millions of Chinese youth. 

