
The Pan-Bohai Economic Circle

China’s New Economic Growth Pole
Bohai Sea, covering 77,000 sq. km., is an inland sea in the eastern part of North China. Around the Bohai Sea and the northern part of the adjacent Yellow Sea, the pan-Bohai Economic Circle (BEC) has emerged as one of the fastest-growing regions in North China. 

BEC consists of two municipalities directly under the Central Government including Beijing and Tianjin, four provinces including Liaoning, Hebei, Shanxi and Shandong, and the central part of Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. BEC covers a land area of 1.12 million sq. km., with a population of 260 million. Within this economic circle, there are 157 cities, making up one quarter of the country’s total. Among them, 13 cities have a population reaching up to one million or more. BEC’s GDP accounts for about 30% of the country’s total. 

BEC enjoys advantages with regard to geography, resources, transportation, industry, science & technology and market. Resembling a large arc-shaped fan, BEC has easy access to the outside world via its numerous ports and its influence can intensively extend to inland areas. 

In recent years, BEC has seen rapid economic development, with city clusters expanded, a transport network of expressways and railways well built, economic zones, industrial zones and bonded areas mushroomed, comprehensive strength remarkably increased, opening to the outside world further expanded, and the development of new industries speeded up. Local governments in this region have joined hands to conduct economic activities and hold academic seminars in different ways and in various fields. They have strengthened coordination and promoted cooperation with each other, with an aim to achieve common development. Pan-Bohai cooperation organizations and coordination alliances have been founded to promote cooperation in environmental protection, port development and human resources. 

BEC has evolved into an engine to drive the economic growth of North China. Following the Pearl River Delta and the Yangtze River Delta, BEC has stood out as China’s new economic growth pole that integrates itself with the international market and economic clusters in coastal areas of southeastern China and economically interacts with the northeast and northwest parts of China. 

01． Located in the middle of Liaodong Peninsula at the north tip of Bohai Bay, the city of Anshan is known as China’s largest base for steel industry. Anshan Steel enjoys a complete, modern process for steel production as well as accessory facilities. The 2150mm wide-strip steel it produces is finely rolled with an accuracy reaching up to the top level of the world.  

02．Located around the city of Beijing, the pan-Bohai region has obtained fresh impetus to drive its economic growth, thanks to the success of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. This picture shows the Tsingtao Olympic Sailing Base, dubbed as a modern “water park” for both sailing sport and tourist development. 

03．Stretching 16 kilometers, Bohai Bridge is a highway and railway double-decker bridge connecting Hebei and Shandong provinces. The highway section was open to traffic in the end of 2007 while the railway section will be completed by the end of 2009. The bridge will help promote the construction and development of BEC. 

04．The pan-Bohai region is abundant in oil resources. There are currently 29 oil fields and 56 offshore platforms in Bohai Bay. The crude output of Bohai Oil Field has increased by an annual growth rate of 20%. In two or three years, its annual crude output is expected to reach 30 million tons, which will make it the second largest oil field in China. 

05．The Caofeidian Industrial Zone of Hebei Province, highlighting port, coal, steel and oil industries, will be built into a model of circular economy for heavy and chemical industries. This picture shows the busy Caofeidian Port Area in the evening. 

06．Tianjin FAW is a large joint venture with an annual output of 420,000 passenger cars. This picture shows an assembly workshop of the company. 

07．Novo Nordisk, the world’s leading pharmaceutical company in the development and production of insulin for the treatment of diabetes, recently raised curtain on construction of the world’s largest insulin preparation and filling plant in the Tianjin Economic and Technology Development Area (TEDA), North China. The new plant, invested and constructed by Novo Nordisk, is designed to provide insulin products for customers in Mainland China and even the whole world. This picture shows the foundation stone-laying ceremony for the new plant. 

08． Covering an area of 2,270 sq. km., the Tianjin Binhai New Area has attracted investment of 89 businesses from the world’s top 500. its major economic indicators have all increased by 20% annually. 

09．China’s first inter-city express railway has been put into operation. The new train service has cut the 120km-long journey to only 28 minutes. This picture shows a CRH train with the highest speed of up to 400km/h, developed and manufactured by China itself, is departing from Tianjin. 

10．The civil aviation industry in the pan-Bohai region is well developed. The Capital International Airport in Beijing has become the country’s largest passenger airport while Tianjin is vying to become an air cargo center of north China and an air cargo logistics hub of northeast China. 

11．Beijing has successfully hosted 10 sessions of Beijing International Auto Exhibition where homegrown cars were on display along with update series of international brands. The expo has become an important platform promoting exchanges in the auto industry and guiding the trend of the domestic auto market. China is so far the world’s second largest auto market and third largest auto manufacturer. 

12．The loan and deposit volume of the pan-Bohai region accounts for a quarter of the country’s total. Most of China’s financial institutions set their headquarters in Beijing. As members of China’s 14 coastal cities opening to the outside world, Tianjin, Tsingtao and Dalian have attracted a considerable number of foreign financial institutions to set up offices or run branches. This picture shows Financial Street in Beijing. 

13．The pan-Bohai region enjoys the highest density of intelligence resources in China. Beijing and Tianjin combined have more than 100 institutions of higher learning and several hundred research institutes. This picture shows that Microsoft President Bill Gates is granting prizes to winners of the “Microsoft Innovation Competition for Students” in Peking University after he finished a keynote speech there. 

14．The pan-Bohai region has one of the most densely-built road networks in the country. This sophisticated network, centered around Beijing, extends across the pan-Bohai region to the rest of the country.
15．The electrified railway linking Tianjin and Jinzhou, Liaoning Province is under renovation, which comprises an important part of the Tianjin-Shenyang Electrified Railway Project, a key infrastructure project of the country. Upon its completion, Jinzhou will become a transportation hub with a well-built system consisting of railways, airports, ports and roads. 

16．The new generation of anti-terrorism and anti-explosive robot was on display at Northeastern Asia Exposition on New and High Technology & Products held in Shenyang, capital city of Liaoning Province. This type of robot, developed by a Shenyang-based research institute and incorporated into the State Science & Technology Innovation Program, has been put into use in the country’s security and anti-terrorism departments. 

17．With its industrial sector restructured and urban environment improved, Shenyang, capital city of Liaoning Province, has been turned from a heavily polluted city relying on heavy industries into a beautiful city full of vitality. 

18．Dalian has successfully hosted 16 sessions of Dalian International Fashion Festival. The city has become a center for garment and textile trade, for release of information on fashion trend and for the development of China’s homegrown fashion brands. This picture illustrates a model show at Dalian International Festival. 

19．The output value of the marine industry in the pan-Bohai Economic Circle has topped 400 billion RMB yuan, accounting for one third of the country’s total. This picture shows the aquaculture base in Bangchui Island in Dalian.  

20．Shandong Province has seen growing export of frozen vegetables in recent years, with diverse types of frozen vegetable exported to USA, EU, Japan and the Republic of Korea. Frozen vegetable has become the province’s specialty export earning a large sum of foreign exchange. 

21．Seaside tourism has become the most attractive relaxation with great potential. The pan-Bohai region is advantageous in developing seaside tourism. This picture shows Beidahe, a popular summer resort that attracts numerous tourists from home and abroad. 

22．Thanks to its improved urban environment, Yantai, Shandong Province has attracted investment by many foreign enterprises as well as settlement by many foreign investors and employees. This picture shows a businessman from South Korea choosing a housing property in Yantai. 
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