Women in Contemporary China

“Half the sky” is a laudatory term widely used to refer to the important role of women in China. “Equality between men and women” has been legislated as a basic state policy in China. Since the founding of new China in 1949, Chinese women have risen from having a low social status to being an indispensable force in national construction and development, playing an increasingly important role in Chinese society. Today, Chinese women stand at the vanguard of the times while inheriting traditional ethics and morality, demonstrating the spirit of independence, confidence and self-reliance. 
20090101
With their unremitting efforts and wisdom, Chinese women have made tremendous contributions to social and economic development in China. Statistics indicate that Chinese women entrepreneurs account for 20% of the country’s total. This picture shows Chinese women entrepreneurs and visiting foreign women entrepreneurs at the first China-ASEAN Forum for Women Entrepreneurs. 
20090102
Chinese actress Zhang Ziyi on the cover of Newsweek. She is recognized as one of the most successful women in China. 
20090103
On World AIDS Day December 1, 2008, Zhang Zilin, Miss World 2007, visited AIDS patients at a relief station in South Africa, together with other contestants.   
20090104 

On April 16, 2006, the event “Community Harmony” took place in Chaoyang Park in the eastern section of Beijing. The women's drum group “Red over Half the Sky” performed to highlight the theme of community harmony. 
20090105 
More and more Chinese women have begun to pay attention to their health. This picture shows young women in Guizhou doing yoga in a city park. 
20090106
In past Olympics prior to the Beijing Olympic Games, 65 Chinese women athletes won gold medals while the figure for male athletes was 47. This picture shows Chinese women gymnasts, winners of the women’s gold in the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. 
20090107
On November 24, 2005, an elementary school sponsored by the Spring Bud Program was established in Yaoji Township, Suining County, Jiangsu Province. This picture shows students receiving gifts of school supplies donated by various members of society. The All-China Women’s Federation has launched public projects such as “Mother’s Water Cellars” and the “Spring Bud Program” in order to mobilize funds and materials for the development of women and children, in particular, those from poverty-stricken areas in Central and West China. 
20090108　
Zhang Xiaoxia and her mother from Chongqing have financially helped 43 students who had had to leave school to return to school again. This picture shows Zhang Xiaoxia selecting books for students. 
20090109 
On the afternoon of September 7, 2006, a husband, dressed in a specially-made outfit to simulate pregnancy, was experiencing the hardships of being pregnant at Beijing Obstetrics and Gynecology Hospital. 

20090110 

Women comprise 21.33% of 11th National People’s Congress members and 17.7% of the National Committee of the 11th Chinese People’s Political and Consultative Conference. Women’s active participation in politics has substantially moved forward the country’s construction of political democracy. This picture shows women in festive attire attending the 1st session of the 11th National People’s Congress.  

20090111
On August 17, 2002, a marginal and direct election was conducted to elect the leaders of the neighborhood committee and neighborhood representatives in Jiudaowan Community, Dongcheng District, Beijing. Zhang Hua burst into laughter when she found out she was elected deputy director. 
20090112
On March 4, 2004, a collegiate panel consisting of 16 women judges, called the “Rose of Justice”, was established at the Intermediate People’s Court of Jinan Municipality, Shandong Province. This panel primarily hears cases pertaining to the legal rights of women and children, such as marriage, financial support, inheritance and personal injury 
20090113
Law professor Xu Boping teaches legal studies in the area of rights protection to local women in villages in Taizhou, Jiangsu Province. 
20090114
On September 15, 2005, a competition for homemaking skills was jointly organized by the Women’s Federation and the Labor and Social Security Bureau of Xiangfan Municipality. This picture shows women demonstrating their cooking skills with confidence. 
20090115
The Chinese Government has continued to increase its investment in education, with an ever-narrowing enrollment gap between men and women and an average school career of 7.3 years for women. The number of female undergraduates, master students and PhD students has increased considerably as well. 

20090116 
Zhang Haidi, a woman suffering highly functional paraplegia, was elected president of the China Disabled Persons’ Federation at its 5th General Assembly on November 12, 2008. This picture shows assembly delegates with Zhang Haidi. 

20090117
On March 8, 2008, with the assistance of the Women’s Federation of Heping District, Shenyang Municipality, a women’s organization was established at Jinmao Pharmacy Group, a private business in Shenyang. Women’s organizations within private businesses have helped better protect the rights of women and encourage their creativity and initiative. 
20090118
Chinese women have enjoyed a colorful life brought about by economic growth while they have provided labor and wisdom to national construction and social progress. This picture shows girls enjoying themselves at the New Year Fair at the Temple of the Earth.
20090119
A patrol group consisting of 20 police women is on duty at West Lake in Hangzhou, adding splendor to this beautiful city known as “Paradise on Earth”. These police women are at an average age of 24 and are all college graduates proficient in English. They are responsible for security in the scenic area around West Lake, handling questions, providing help to tourists and local residents and offering ceremonial reception for large events. 
20090120  

On International Women’s Day in 2007, 23 women winter swimmers from Harbin established the first women’s winter swimming team, with an average age of 55; the oldest member is 72. 
20090121 

On September 2, 2007, the newly-established women's group in earth opera from Liuguancun, Anshun City, Guizhou Province gained great acclaim from local villagers and tourists with resonant singing, fascinating martial arts and authentic performances. Anshun's earth opera dates back more than 600 years and was included in the first National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. According to local rules, the opera is only studied by and handed down to women. 
20090122 

The Twelve Girls Band plays the songs “Freedom” and “Dream of Women” using traditional instruments like the erhu (a two stringed instrument), the pipa (Chinese lute), the yangqin (hammered dulcimer), the  dizi (Chinese flute) and the guzheng (table harp). Their interpretations demonstrate a perfect combination of both tradition and modernity. 
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