Dragon Boat Festival: A Traditional Folk Festival of China 
The Dragon Boat Festival is a Chinese traditional and statutory festival. It occurs on the fifth of the fifth month by the Chinese lunar calendar. In 2009, it falls on May 28. A variety of folk celebrations will be held on this day, the most popular of which include racing dragon boats and eating zongzi, a kind of large rice wraps. 
The celebration of the Dragon Boat Festival dates back more than 2000 years. There are various versions about the origin of the festival. Some argue that it was evolved from a totem worship ritual of the ancient tribe “Dragon” which dwelled in the present-day southeastern part of China. Some believe that it was originally celebrated to embrace the arrival of summer. But the widest accepted version is that the festival was initiated in order to commemorate the great poet Qu Yuan. 
Qu Yuan was a Romantic poet from the State of Chu in the Warring States period (475 BC – 221 BC). He created a new form of poetry known as “chu ci” (literally translated as “songs of Chu”) and left behind many great works of literature including “Li Sao” (the lament), “Tian Wen” (asking heaven) and “Jiu Ge” (nine songs). In 278 BC, learning of the capture of his country’s capital, Qu Yuan committed suicide by drowning himself into Miluo River as a form of patriotism for his motherland. The people of Chu were so grieved at his death that many took boats to search his body in the river. They threw rice balls and poured realgar wine into the river to serve fish, shrimps and water monsters, hoping that by this way, Qu Yuan’s body would be protected against their attack. Since then, every year on the day of Qu Yuan’s death which falls on the fifth of the fifth lunar month, people will race dragon boats, make rice wraps and drink realgar wine as ways of commemoration of this great patriotic poet. Over more than 2000 years, the Dragon Boat Festival has evolved into one of the most important folk festivals of China. 
There are different celebrations of the Dragon Boat Festival in different areas of China. In addition to the most popular celebrations like racing dragon boats and eating rice wraps, people will also wear perfumed medicine bags, hang up mugwort and calamus, drink realgar wine as well as doing many other activities like arrow shooting, playing polo, playing on a swing and lighting lotus lanterns. Forms of dragon boat races vary, such as races in the river, on the land and at night. In Zigui County, Hubei Province which is Qu Yuan’s hometown, sacrificial rituals will be held on this day every year. Dragon boat races will be run which attract thousands of audiences and poets from all over the country will come to recite Qu Yuan’s poems at the sacrifice ceremony. 
Neighboring countries like Japan, South Korea and countries from Southeast Asia also celebrate the Dragon Boat Festival. In particular, the dragon boat race has been spread to many other countries and become an international sport competition. 

Captions
1. Racing dragon boats is a popular tradition of the Dragon Boat Festival. A spectacular dragon boat race is taking place in a village in Guangdong Province during the Dragon Boat Festival. Some one hundred dragon boats are sailed from neighboring villages to join in the race. 

2. The people of Miao ethnic group in Shidong Township, Leishan County, Guizhou Province hold dragon boat races every year during the Dragon Boat Festival. The dragon boat of Miao people is made from a whole hollowed-out trunk. 
3. The people in Chengdu, Sichuan Province race dragon boats to catch ducks for fun during the Dragon Boat Festival. 

4. Sacrificial rituals are held in Zigui County, Hubei Province, which is the hometown of Qu Yuan, a patriotic poet in ancient China. The picture shows that one thousand young persons recite famous poems by Qu Yuan. 

5. Residents in Xiamen, dressed in costumes of the Han Dynasty, show respect for patriotic poet Qu Yuan in a traditional way during the Dragon Boat Festival. 
6. A solemn sacrificial ritual is held in Zhouzhuang, a famous riverside town in southeast China. Local residents, disguised as Zhong Kui, a legendary deity who can ward off evils, took processions in the street to express their hopes in avoiding disasters. 

7. Tens of thousands of ethnic minority people in Huizhou County, Guizhou Province assembled along Lianjiang River to celebrate the Dragon Boat Festival. Singers are singing folk songs in boats decorated with lanterns. 

8. Eating zongzi is a popular celebration of the Dragon Boat Festival. Special counters are set up to sell zongzi in many shops and supermarkets in order to attract more customers. 

9. In the suburb of Yichang, Hubei Province, farmers from a local family are hanging up mugwort and calamus at their house gate. This tradition is practiced during the Dragon Boat Festival in order to ward off evils and spirits. 

10. During the Dragon Boat Festival, some Beijing locals are learning how to make ziba (a type of glutinous rice cake) from ethnic minority people. Ziba is a popular delicacy that Chinese ethnic minority people eat during the Dragon Boat Festival. It is made from sticky rice which is first steamed and then grinded in the mortar. 
11. A 101-year-old woman in Jiangsu Province is teaching younger generations how to make zongzi. 

12. In a kindergarten in Shandong Province, the teacher is teaching kids how to make zongzi and telling them about the history of the Dragon Boat Festival. The picture shows that kids are demonstrating zongzi that they have made.  

13. Making steamed tiger-shaped buns during the Dragon Boat Festival is a tradition practiced by local people in the southern part of Shanxi Province as a way to show respect for their ancestors and pray for peace, auspiciousness and harmony. 
14. In Hainan Island, the southernmost province of China, local people celebrate the Dragon Boat Festival by taking baths in the sea. They believe that by this way, they could be blessed by the Dragon Deity in the sea and thus escape from illnesses and disasters. 

15. A polo competition is taking place during the Dragon Boat Festival in a village in Tashiku’ergan County, Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region. 

16. Dragon Boat Festival is an important festival for Miao people in Guizhou to offer sacrifices to ancestors. During the festival, Miao girls in festive attires will go to parties where they play reed-pipe dances and drink wines. 
17. During the Dragon Boat Festival in 2008, young people from more than 30 ethnic groups from across the country light river lanterns in Beijing Ethnic Park, praying for peace for the victims of the catastrophic earthquake occurring in Sichuan Province on May 12, 2008. 

18. Tibetan families in Yunnan Province will go picnicking and camping during the Dragon Boat Festival. 

19. In Zhenjiang, Jiangsu Province, local people celebrate the Dragon Boat Festival with a variety of events such as playing dragon and lion dances and horse dances and holding competitions in making zongzi and paper-cuts. In the pictures, contestants are showing their skills in a horse dance competition during the Dragon Boat Festival. 
20. During the Dragon Boat Festival, kids in Taipei participate in an activity to try to keep eggs standing. It is believed that good fortune will arrive if you can keep an egg standing at 12 a.m. 
21. In a Chinese community in the western suburb of Jakarta, Indonesia, people play lion dances to celebrate the Dragon Boat Festival. Traditional celebrations will be held in all Chinese communities around the world during the Dragon Boat Festival, such as playing lion and dragon dances and racing dragon boats.  

22. The dragon boat race has become an international sport competition. In the International Dragon Boat Championship in Hong Kong, contestants splash water to each other to enjoy this traditional festival. 
