In Celebration of the 58th Anniversary of 

The Founding of the People’s Republic of China

Beijing Welcomes You 
1. Beijing Welcomes You
2. Foreword

In the summer of 2008, Beijing will host the XXIX Olympic Games.

China is committed to staging truly unique Olympic Games of the very high standard. In the spirit of the pledge made by the city of Beijing in its Olympic bid, China is determined to present an environmentally sustainable, technology-empowered and culturally-enriched Olympiad in a cost-effective and ethically clean manner.

China opens its arms to the world and Beijing awaits with great anticipation to welcome you all!

Beijing welcomes you! These very words express the eagerness shared by the people of China to act as welcoming hosts, to participate in and contribute to the success of 2008 Summer Games.

Beijing welcomes you!  This is also an open invitation for Games participants and visitors to get to know about Chinese history and culture, to experience the glorious celebration of the Olympic spirit in China on an unprecedented scale, to see the tremendous changes that have taken place in this great country, and to be touched by its people’s passion and dedication.

One world, one dream.

China and Beijing will offer the warmest welcome with open arms to friends and visitors from around the world.

3. The Forbidden City, also Known as the Palace Museum, Beijing
Photograph by Qin Zubin 

4. A Welcome, with a Unique Charm 

For nearly a century, the Chinese nation has aspired to be a host for the Olympiad, dreaming for the day when the Olympic spirit will find expression in consummate harmony with the finest of Chinese cultural tradition. “If the world gives the stage to China for 16 days, it will get in return the five millennium worth of cultural splendor.” The Beijing 2008 Olympic Games will show the world a truly unique Chinese charm deeply rooted in the 5,000-year-old culture and history. 

5. The Great Wall in Striking Colors

The Great Wall is decorated in this photo with colorful silk fans forming a flowing stream in the five Olympic colors extending over undulating hills, a massive project reflecting Chinese people’s passion and aspirations.

Photograph by Zhao Qing

6. The Ancient and the Modern

Chinese technology made a major contribution to world civilization in the ancient times. Today, New Beijing and Great Olympics will give expression to the dynamic and innovative spirit of the Chinese people. The picture shows the ancient observatory in Beijing.

Photograph by Ma Yixing

7. The Winding Alleyways

Beijing Hutongs, the alleyways crisscrossing the traditional part of the city, are treasures hidden from the major thoroughfares reflecting the architectural and historical features of great diversity. The names of these Hutongs themselves reflect associations with the city’s social and anecdotal past.

Photograph by Diao Lisheng

8. Those Elegant Grey Courtyard Houses

The alleyways are lined with courtyard houses with bricks and roof tiles of an elegant grey, interspersed by the deep green of old trees. In such old courtyard houses, generations of local Beijing families have lived, each with a cultural and historical lineage going back through centuries.

Photograph by Diao Lisheng

9. The City’s Central Axis

The city’s north-south central axis dominates a city layout that has been centered around the imperial court. It cuts through the traditional outer city, the imperial Forbidden City and the inner city right in the middle with all major architectural structures of varying heights along the axis displaying a strictly symmetrical pattern. Many of the Olympic venues are constructed along this central line, continuing a tradition for such positioning of significant architectural structures.

Photograph by Yan Yusheng

10. The Imperial Temple for Sacrificial Rites

The Temple of Heaven is one of the oldest structures built for sacrificial rites. The unveiling ceremony of the official emblem of the 2008 Beijing Olympics was staged here in front of this temple. 

Photograph by Wang Xiaoming

11. With Subtle but Powerful Force

Tai Chi, also known as shadow boxing, is both a martial art and a popular physical exercise for fitness and healing. Martial arts, officially known as Wushu, will be included in Beijing Olympics as a special event.  

Photograph by Liao Hua

12. Authentic Voice of Beijing Opera
Of all traditional theatric forms, Beijing opera is the most popular with the greatest number of followers in China. It has long been regarded as the quintessential form of Chinese traditional theatre. Its stage movements are highly symbolic and its performance often transcends time and spatial boundaries. The operas’ storylines are often based on Chinese historical tales and legends. 

Photograph by Zhang Bin

13. Beijing Old Times

Tea drinking is an essential part of the daily lives of the ordinary men and women in China.  Teahouses are often a microcosm of the society at large. The picture shows the entrance to Beijing Laoshe Teahouse, where visitors can experience what it was like in the old days in Beijing.

Photograph by Yu Guiyou

14. Infatuation with Music

Beijing 2008 Summer Olympics will also be a showcase to the world of the finest of Chinese cultural traditions. The picture shows high school student musicians playing pipa, a traditional Chinese musical instrument.

Photograph by Cheng Yuyang

15. Colorful Temple Fairs

Temple fairs with programs and activities of folk traditions also took on the Olympic theme, as the Games are fast approaching. The prevalent sense of jubilation, peace and festivity as reflected in these fairs was apparent.

Photograph by Cheng Gong

16. Tradition and Fad

A fashion model shows off a silk outfit in chic design blending contemporary feel with traditional Chinese elements. Silk fashion products are among those merchandises officially licensed by Beijing Olympic Organizing Committee.
Photograph by Li Zhong

17. Vivid and Endearing Figurines 

Dough figurine modeling is one of the Chinese folk crafts. The picture shows a folk artist creating a pair of figures in the image of one of the Beijing Olympics mascots using specially treated flour dough.  These cute, small sized figures are very popular souvenir items

Photograph by Dai Bing

18. Collectors’ Passion
Pan Jia Yuan antique fair in Beijing attracts around 150,000 visitors on daily basis. The craze for collecting curios and antiques is but a reflection of a general sense of well-being given prevalent peace and prosperity in China.

Photograph by Diao Lisheng

19. A Welcome, in Cultural Splendor

With extensive public education campaigns for a populace of 1.3 billion, the Olympic spirit and the notion for a culturally enriched Olympiad, has been interpreted in a manner consistent with the Chinese tradition valuing harmony and civility.  Beijing Olympics will be a joyous celebration with all participating nations and a showcase of Chinese cultural splendor.

20. Publicity and Participation

The Olympic spirit will receive the most extensive promotion in a nation of 1.3 billion people actively involved in various ways in supporting the Beijing Olympics.  The picture shows the official launch of the mascots for the 2008 Olympic Games.

Photograph by Liu Jun

21. 1.3 Billion…

A banner with five Olympic rings was a work of embroidery in 1.3 billion artful stitches, a masterwork by representatives of all the ethnic groups in China who gathered in Beijing, reflecting the support and anticipation by 1.3 billion Chinese people.

Photograph by Li Muyi

22. 400 Million

400 million young people in China have been exposed to Olympic values, which will have a great positive impact on the Olympic movement mobilizing more future supporters.

Photograph by Li Rui

23. The Olympiad Is Coming!

The advent of the Olympics in Beijing also promoted mass participation in a nationwide fitness campaign.  At the start of the two-year countdown to the 2008 Olympics, one million Beijing residents marked the day by participating in morning fitness exercises. 

Photograph by An Lingjun

24. 500-day Countdown to the Olympics

To mark the start of the 500-day countdown to the Olympics, runners participated in the Beijing International Long Distance Running Festival in the Chang’an Street. As the Olympics opening is drawing closer, the pace of everything is quickening.

Photograph by An Lingjun

25. A Neighborhood Table Tennis Match

Community participatory sports like this are taking place regularly, in multiple locations and at various fitness festivals.  These activities help disseminate Olympic knowledge and promote a disciplined and healthy lifestyle.

Photograph by Zhang Chuandong

26. A Culturally Enriched Olympics

The Beijing Olympics will have a distinct cultural dimension, promoting a balance between the mind and body.  The spectators will have the opportunity to enjoy cultural extravaganzas with sport themes.  The picture shows the opening ceremony of the 11th World Softball Championship Games in Beijing.

Photograph by Liu Ping

27. Olympic Cultural Festivals

The Olympic festivals, organized for several years running now, and the various other crowd-drawing cultural events, all celebrate the Olympic Ideal and reflect people’s enthusiasm for the Olympics, the Olympics for the people.
Photograph by Cancan Chu/Getty Images
28. The Greater China Region

Sports and entertainment stars from Chinese mainland, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau have given their voice and smiles to promoting the Beijing Olympics.

Photograph by Che Zhouyong

29. A Lofty Olympic Song

A good Olympic theme song always goes with the successfully held Olympics. The Beijing Olympics Organizing Committee has launched worldwide campaigns to solicit a truly enduring theme song for the Beijing 2008 Games.

Photograph by Zhang Bin

30. Olympic Flowers

Beijing horticulturists have worked long and hard to breed and prune up colorful Olympic flowers, which they hope the ordinary residents of the city will also take to with delight. The public could vote at a horticultural show in Beijing or online for their favorite choice of the flowers for the 2008 Olympic Games.

Photograph by Wang Huiming

31. Olympic Dream of Ordinary Citizens 

A nationwide selection for a male and female cox from among Chinese citizens, who have applied for the position, for China's team in the 2008 Olympics rowing event was broadcast on TV and drew massive public attention for the two lucky laypersons gaining a chance to fulfill their Olympic dream. 

Photograph by Yi Ming

32. Participation

A Beijing boy is filling out a ballot form to vote for the best landscape sculpture from among the works submitted by sculptors from around the world and on tour in China.  The best pieces selected by public voting and expert panel judgment will be sent on an international touring show.

Photograph by Diao Lisheng

33. Olympic Encounter

The Olympic Encounter event provides the local residents an opportunity to experience and learn about Olympics. Interactive activities allow public participants to have dialogue and even compete with one Chinese Olympic star each day.
Photograph by Dong Yiming

34. Dialogue

With help from the Olympic organizations in respective countries, Chinese school students established pairing relationship with schools overseas. School exchange activities are organized now and before the Olympics and students from participating Chinese schools will cheer the athletes from the countries or regions of their pairing schools during the Games. The picture shows a school exchange visit.

Photograph by Cui Hao

35. “Welcome the Olympics, Improve Manners and Foster New Attitudes”

Beijing has launched a citywide campaign to promote polite language use and civic conduct, reinforce good public order, enhance service quality, and create a beautiful environment. It is also launching the activities focused on social etiquette, environment, public place order, service quality and proper sports spectator behavior.  The picture shows flight attendants coming out as volunteers to teach school pupils about social etiquette. 

Photograph by Li Muyi

36. A Popular Craze for Learning Foreign Languages

As the 2008 Beijing Olympics is drawing closer, a growing number of Beijing residents have a newly found passion for learning foreign languages. 

Photograph by Xu Qi

37. The Smile Campaign

A city of smiles is a brand that Beijing is trying to build. A “SMILE” campaign has been launched for Beijing’s retail, catering and tourism industries to promote the awareness of the Olympics, enhance professional and service standard and improve foreign language skills of one million employees in these industries that will provide services directly to visitors.

Photograph by Cui Hao

38. The Lure of Chinese Cuisine

Western style foods will be served in the main at Olympic venues, while a great variety of Chinese food delicacies and specialties will also be available for a sampling of the cuisine of host nation. 

Photograph by Wu Changqing

39. Serviced Apartments at Olympic Village

Only energy-efficient and environmentally sustainable equipment and materials were used for the apartment buildings at the Olympic Village, designed in such a way that the occupants may enjoy a distinctive Chinese feel. 

Photograph by Cui Hao

40. A Perfect Match

The medals to be used at Beijing Olympics are designed with a distinct Chinese notion of consummate match between medal metals and jade, a precious and elegant stone that symbolizes virtue.  This perfect match reflects a noble regard and high tribute to the athletes who have excelled at their own games. 

Photograph by Fan Jiwen

41. A Welcome, in Great Vigor and Dynamism

The Chinese people are proactive, highly motivated and in keeping with the times and the spirit of peace, fraternity and progress which is shared by world peoples. China will do its best to deliver an environmentally sustainable, technology-empowered and culturally enriched Olympiad, with a people-oriented approach to promote harmony between man and nature, individual and society at large, and body and mind. Beijing Olympics will show to the world the splendor and spirit of the contemporary China.

42. Rapid Transformation

A rapidly changing China has become more integrated with the world and the world will get to know more about China, as Beijing prepares to host the 2008 Olympics.

Photograph by Yu Guiyou

43. Mega Structures

The construction of the Olympic venues has been on the track, which provides the most visual indication of good progress of preparatory work. Mega structures for the Games have been erected in the booming city of Beijing, with innovative structural designs and meticulous construction. All the venues will not only be fully compliant with Olympic standard but have been constructed with adequate consideration for post-Games utilization.

Photograph by Wang Xibao

44. The Bird Nest

The National Stadium will be the centerpiece of Beijing Olympics and its massive intertwined steel structure has earned it the nickname of Bird Nest. The stadium was designed with utmost consideration for safety, ease of access, and spectator comfort, reflecting a people-oriented approach for a culturally enriched Olympics. The cutting-edge technology, material and processes used also highlight an emphasis on technology empowered and environmental friendly Olympiad.

Photograph by Wang Huiming

45. The Water Cube

The National Swimming Center has been nicknamed Water Cube because of its ingenious architectural design. The Center was built with donations by Chinese compatriots in Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan and by overseas Chinese sponsors. The Water Cube adopted a very innovative structure, the largest of its kind in the world, based on natural formation of bubbles, and the entire structure, except the floor, is clad with a film façade made of ETFE.  The Water Cube will be turned into the largest aquatic amusement center for Beijing after the Games.
Photograph by Peter Danford

46. Beijing Olympic Forest Park

The Beijing Olympic Forest Park is adjacent to the Olympic Stadium and Village, with temporary facilities and venues for the Games’ events, so that the park can be converted back to a public space for cultural, community sports and leisure activities.

Photograph by Luo Xianming

47. Infrastructure and Traffic Management

Infrastructure construction and traffic control improvement for new Beijing have been two key elements of the city’s road and traffic systems overhaul in anticipation of the Games. By 2008, Beijing will be ready with a well integrated, safe and convenient metropolitan traffic structure that consists of rapid mass transit and public bus systems, expanded international airport and rail traffic hubs, providing effective transportation support for the Games.

Photograph by Ma Wenxiao

48. Special Olympic Vehicle Lanes
The municipal government has introduced a series of bylaws to promote priority for public transport, improving public transport services and encouraging their greater use.  For the duration of the Games, special Olympic coach lanes will be introduced to meet transport requirements by the athletes. The photo shows public bus lanes in use near the Yong Ding Men Junction.

Photograph by Diao Lisheng

49. Clean Energy

80-90% of street lights around the Olympic venues will use solar power. 90% of hot water supplied for showers in the Olympic Village will be heated using solar thermal collection technology.
Photograph by Deng Jia

50. The Green Campaign

Aiming for a green Olympics and an eco-sustainable city, Beijing has been pushing to create more green and wooded areas in the city and along main roads.  The local residents are already seeing a welcome improvement with more green spaces over the recent years.
Photograph by Diao Lisheng

51. “Swan Lake”

Water quality in lakes and ponds has visibly improved after the clean-up of the city’s canal system.  Migratory swans are again seen in Kunming Lake of Beijing’s Summer Place after an absence of a very long time.
Photograph by Hao Xiaotian

52. Better Air Quality

Winning the bid to host the Beijing 2008 Olympics has further boosted the city’s environmental protection, which has long been a focus of the municipal efforts. For eight years running, the air quality in Beijing has been steadily improving.  

Photograph by Diao Lisheng

53. Excellent Venue Facilities 

In accordance with the IOC requirements, Beijing will ensure that the organization or the Games is conducted in accordance with the scientifically established procedures, and the fair competition conditions are ensured with organizers’ discipline, efficiency and highest standard of integrity. 

Photograph by Li Muyi

54. Test Runs

Beijing will organize a series of sports events at various Olympic venues under the theme of “Good Luck, Beijing” for test runs in real life simulation of the organization and management support for the Games.

Photograph by Andy Lyons/Getty Images
55. The Olympic Torch Relay and the Opening and Closing Ceremonies 

The route for the Beijing Olympic Torch Relay will link five continents and all Chinese provinces, autonomous regions, major municipalities and special administrative regions.  Beijing is dedicating great efforts to the preparations for the opening and closing ceremonies, which will be presented in compliance with the Olympic Charter, reflecting the latest changes in the Olympic movement and showcasing a major cultural extravaganza with distinct Chinese style and an enchanting Oriental quality.

Photograph by Li Jundong

56. One World, One Dream

One World, One Dream is the theme shared by the Beijing Olympics and Beijing Special Olympics, the latter aims to encourage disabled people to compete and excel with the power of both body and mind, fulfilling their cherished dreams.

Photograph by Luo Xianming

57. Hospitality Services 

China will provide hospitality services for visitors and Games participants from around the world in accordance with the international practice and the Olympic standard, creating a safe, friendly, supportive and warm environment with services that are delivered in a timely, considerate and efficient manner.  The picture shows the presentation ceremony for the first of VIP vehicles to be delivered to the Beijing Olympic Organizing Committee. 

Photograph by Cui Hao

58. Legislative Support for Olympics

Beijing People’s Congress, the municipal legislature, will adopt bylaws on Olympic volunteer work and food safety. The legislature’s resolutions will also empower the municipal government to issue provisional regulations in support of the Beijing Olympic Games. All these will play a pivotal role in ensuring the smooth running of all the Olympic operations. The picture shows a flag raising ceremony for a hotel officially designated to provide accommodation for the Olympic Family and the IOC headquarters.

Photograph by Cui Hao

59. Olympic Boost to Local Economy

Beijing will capture opportunities brought about by New Beijing and Great Olympics to promote growth of the city’s economy in the effective and efficient ways.
Photograph by Wang Huiming

60. Fresh Impetus to Growth

The creative industry has been recognized as one of the important sectors that will provide fresh impetus for the city’s post-Games economic growth. The photo shows an urban landscape sculpture, dedicated to the Olympics, that is on display at the Beijing International Cultural & Creative Industry Expo.  

Photograph by Wu Changchun

61. A Boost to Tourism Industry

Hosting the Olympics will bring enormous opportunities for China’s tourism industry. As 2008 draws closer, Beijing will increasingly become the preferred destination city for tourists from around China and the world.

Photograph by Zhao Jing

62. Licensed Merchandise

Learning from other hosting cities of previous Games, Beijing has developed innovative organizational and marketing strategies to maximize both the commercial returns and social benefits from the Olympic Games.  The photo shows the exterior display of a licensed merchandise store in Beijing.

Photograph by Xiong Tao

63. Ticket Sales

The pricing strategy for admission tickets is developed with consideration for the uniqueness of the Beijing Olympic Games, the average local income level and China’s reality.

Photograph by Che Zhouyong

64. Urban Renovation

In conjunction of the preparations for the Beijing Olympics, the city has pushed forward a public education campaign to promote civic behavior and an urban renovation program. The photo shows a spruced-up Wang Fu Jing, a famous downtown shopping strip.

Photograph by Ma Yixing

65. Civic Behavior

There is an increasing level of awareness and involvement by Beijing residents for the Beijing Olympics.  Better attention to civic behavior and polite social etiquette are seen in mundane matters such as this orderly queue waiting for the metro train.  

Photograph by Sun Jun

66. Volunteer Work on Public Holiday

Millions of ordinary Chinese have felt the impact of the advent of Olympics when they go about their daily business and their life has been made all the more interesting.  The photo shows a group of high school students on a holiday outing to participate in a tree planting program.  

Photograph by Luo Xianming

67. Beijing No Car Day

Beijing has seen more and more private cars in its streets as a result of the economic growth and the rising living standard. A campaign was launched by a group of Beijing young people appealing to car owners to stop driving for one day each month so that the city may have one more day of clear skies. 

Photograph by Guo Tieliu

68. The Joy will Go on

Beijing Happy Valley is the largest theme park in China with various rides and attractions galore to provide amusement and fun as shown in this picture.  The joy-riders are looking forward to the Olympic Games.

Photograph by Shao Xin

69. More People to Exercise
The Beijing Olympics will have a far-reaching and long term impact on the nation, promoting passion for sports, increasing the public awareness for health and fitness, and encouraging more people to exercise.

Photograph by Jiang Zhen
70. Lofty Aspiration 

Two young people shown in this picture are preparing to fly a kite with images of the Beijing Olympic Mascots. The public sense of anticipation, participation and contribution, together with the aspirations for a better life, will translate into an energy and public support that will help build Beijing into a great city with economic vitality and social harmony.

Photograph by Luo Xianming

71. A Welcome, with Disarming Smiles

In the spirit of a public campaign slogan "I Participate, I Contribute and therefore I Enjoy”, every Chinese citizen will be involved in one way or another as part of the hosting nation and share the joy brought by this cultural and sports extravaganza. The Beijing Olympics will show to the world a joyful and smiling nation of 1.3 billion supporting this most important world event.

72. "I Participate”

A nation of 1.3 billion population, an Olympics hosting country with the most passionate participants

Photograph by Zhang Wei

73. “I Contribute”

During the Beijing Olympic Games and the Beijing Special Olympics, a total of 100,000 volunteers at various venues will provide support to the event and competition organization; over 400,000 volunteers across the host and co-host cities will provide consulting, translation and interpretation, emergency aid and other volunteer support specific to regions where volunteers operate.  In addition, more than one million volunteers will work in urban and rural communities contributing their time and expertise.

Photograph by Li Jinglu

74. "I Enjoy” 

The various community activities organized in support of the Olympic awareness campaign promote not only the Olympic Ideals, but also a positive and healthy attitude to life.

Photograph by Wang Zhou

75. Join Us!

Everyone can get involved, starting from improving the way we go about our daily business, and there are many ways to contribute to the country and the Olympic preparatory work.

Photograph by Wang Jiang

76. Add to the Colors of the Olympics

A child paints colorful images of the Beijing Olympics that are close to her heart.
Photograph by Li Muyi

77. Everyone a Host

As part of the hosting nation, every citizen can act as a host to visiting teams and cheer athletes from different countries and regions in warm-hearted, friendly and good-spirited manners while enjoying their superior performance at Games. 
Photograph by Ma Sen

78. Vigor Defying Age 

The sound of approaching steps of the 2008 Olympics resonates in the heart of many a Chinese citizen, including this senior runner. 

Photograph by Yang Huiquan

79. Ancient and Modern

The juxtaposition of the ancient gateway and an ultra modern building in the city of Shenyang sets the scene for the Olympic soccer tournament of the 2008 Olympic Games at Shenyang, a co-host city.

Photograph by Zhao Jun

80. Olympic Avenue Park

The city of Qinhuangdao will also host the 2008 Olympics soccer tournament scheduled for the venues outside Beijing. The photo shows the powerful sculpture in the Olympic Avenue Park in the city.

Photograph by Liu Xuezhong

81. Dynamic City of Shanghai

The towering skylines of Pudong in Shanghai, a city that will host 2008 Olympics soccer games as a co-host city.

Photograph by Yang Xiaozhe

82. Along the Haihe River

A sculpture at the 2008 International Exhibition of Olympic Landscape Sculptures displayed along the Haihe River in Tianjin, another co-host city for the 2008 Olympics soccer tournament.

Photograph by Cheng Xuliang

83. Exciting Hong Kong

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China will host equestrian events for the 2008 Olympic Games. The support and contribution by Chinese people both on the mainland and overseas have created a powerful basis for a successful Beijing 2008 Olympics.

Photograph by Shu Ning

84. Sailing Venue

Qingdao will be a co-host city for sailing programs of the 2008 Olympics.  The photo shows teams competing in the Good Luck Beijing - 2006 Qingdao International Regatta. 

Photograph by Zhang Xiaotian

85. New Beijing, Great Olympics

The Chinese people are devoting their utmost efforts to the preparatory work on all fronts for the 2008 Olympic Games. Work is on the track and moving forward in accordance with the established objectives and schedule, supported by a growing nationwide awareness of the Olympic spirit.

Photograph by Cui Hao

86. Beijing Awaits to Welcome You!  

Photograph by Wang Huiming
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