2006 National Day Photo Exhibition
1.
Harmonious China: Aspirations and Dreams

2.
Foreword

The Chinese word “he”, or harmony, has connotations of inclusiveness, peace, stability, friendship, and accord. For millennia, the concept of harmony has represented the essential, unchanging spirit of Chinese culture, informing the moral outlook of the Chinese people and giving rise to China's rich cultural achievements.

"Running water never becomes stale; a door hinge never becomes worm-eaten." Chinese civilization has endured as a cohesive entity through countless ages and constant upheaval. China's 5000 years of history is the pride of the Chinese people. For thousands of years, the people of China have aspired to achieve an ideal world of harmony between Humanity and Society, between Humanity and Nature, and within Humanity itself.

"In practicing the rules of propriety, a natural ease is to be prized." The concept of propriety refers to both a system of standards and a form of interpersonal relations. The ultimate goal of propriety is the attainment of harmony. This is the standard of civilized behavior defined by Chinese philosophers 2500 years ago. Today, Chinese President Hu Jintao has set forth the following principles for building a modern China and a harmonious society: "Democratic governance; impartial justice; sincere friendship; abundant vitality; stable order; harmony with the environment." More than ever before, the Chinese government is concerned with human worth, human rights, and individual freedom, as well as quality of life, human potential, and personal fulfillment. Even more importance is placed upon balancing economic, political, cultural, and social development, and achieving harmony with the environment.
"One world, one dream." The Earth has been the cradle of thousands of years of brilliant civilization, providing both the material foundation and the spiritual home for all of humanity. Harmony is the common goal of the Chinese people and all peoples of the world. For the sake of the planet and this dream, China is determined to achieve international and domestic stability, striving for national development in order to promote world peace and development.

3.
Mount Qomolangma, Himalayan Mountain Range

In 2005, the Chinese government completed a new survey of Mount Qomolangma, confirming that at 8844.43 meters above sea level. It is the tallest peak in the world.

Photograph by Gu Xiangming 
4.
"Running water never becomes stale; a door hinge never becomes worm-eaten." — Chinese Saying 
5.
"The Yellow River Springs from Heaven" — Tang Dynasty Poem 
The Yellow River is China's second longest river, with a total length of 5464 kilometers. The Yellow River basin is the cradle of Chinese civilization, so this river is also known as the Mother River.
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6.
Three Great Halls of the Imperial Palace

The Imperial Palace served as the seat of imperial government during the Ming (1368-1644 AD) and Qing (1636-1911 AD) dynasties. Constructed in 1406, in 1987 the Imperial Palace was listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. The three Great Halls are the central structures of the complex. The Hall of Supreme Harmony, representing the union of Earth and Heaven, symbolizes harmony between Humanity and Nature. The Hall of Central Harmony, representing the Doctrine of the Mean, symbolizes harmony in human world. The Hall of Preserving Harmony, representing peace of heart and physical ease, symbolizes harmony between body and spirit.

Photograph by Liu Zhaoming

7.
The Chinese New Year's Eve

The Chinese New Year, also known as the Spring Festival, is the most important traditional holiday of the Chinese people. No matter how far away they may be, everybody hopes to be able to return home for the family reunion and dinner on the Eve of the Chinese New Year.
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8.
The Great Wall

China's Great Wall, stretching over 6700 kilometers in length, is a great military defense fortification built over 2000 years ago. In 1987, the Great Wall was listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site.

Photograph by Yu Lianjie

9.
Jade Dragon

Carved out of a single piece of jade, this dragon is approximately 5500 years old. A legendary creature possessing mystical powers and extraordinary virtue, the dragon became the symbol of the Chinese people. Jade was invested with human characteristics in ancient China, representing excellent moral character. 

Photograph supplied by Cultural Relics Publishing House 
10.
Strength and Flexibility

Acrobatic tableau. Acrobatics is one of China's most ancient art forms.
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11.
Simuwu square Ding (cauldron)

This cast bronze ding (cauldron) is over 3000 years old. In ancient China, dings were originally used as cooking and eating vessels. After they were adopted for ceremonial use, they came to symbolize political and economic power in China's ancient ritual system of government.

Photograph supplied by Cultural Relics Publishing House

12.
Seal

The seal is one of the symbols of traditional Chinese culture, with a history reaching back several thousand years. Seals were usually inscribed with a style of Chinese characters called seal script, in a process called seal cutting. Seal script was developed after the unification of China by the Qin Dynasty (221-207 BC). The logo of the 2008 Olympics in Beijing incorporates the "Chinese seal."
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13.
Chinese Pharmacy

Traditional Chinese medicine has a history reaching back for several thousand years. Today, traditional Chinese remedies are still used to preserve health and treat disease. Traditional Chinese medicine is based on two fundamental principles. The first, holism, recognizes that the human body is an integrated organic system, and emphasizes the unity of Humanity and Nature. The second, pattern recognition, determines treatment according to the location, nature, and stage of the disease.  
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14.
Using the Eyes to Convey Affection

Photograph of Kunqu opera performance. Kunqu opera is one of China's oldest traditional dramatic arts. In 2001, it was listed by UNESCO as a "Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity."
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15.
Friendly Exchange

Weiqi, also known as Go, is one of the four great arts of classical China, along with playing the qin (traditional string instrument), calligraphy, and painting. Weiqi was already popular throughout China by the time of the Spring and Autumn-Warring States period (770-221 BC). The rules and strategy of the game were deeply influenced by traditional Chinese philosophical concepts.
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16.
Models in Silk Clothes

Since ancient times, silk has been one of China's major exports. Ancient China's western trade route, the channel for Sino-foreign cultural, economic, and commercial exchange, was known as the Silk Road due to the importance of this product.
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17.
The Ancient Tea and Horse Road

China's Ancient Tea and Horse Road is a historic trade route that linked Tibet with the interior of China, as well as with southern and southeastern Asia. Named for the trade in tea and horses among the towns along the route, this road was another important channel for Sino-foreign cultural, economic, and commercial exchange. Horse caravans like the one pictured are rarely seen anymore.
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18.
Shaolin Gongfu

The Shaolin Temple, over 1500 years old, is the cradle of Chinese Zen Buddhism and Shaolin martial arts. Shaolin martial arts utilize meditation in the study of martial arts and the practice of martial arts as a form of meditation, ultimately integrating the two to achieve physical mastery and spiritual enlightenment.

Photograph supplied by Getty Images

19.
Longmen Grottoes

The Longmen Grottoes, constructed around 494 AD, contain over 100,000 figures of the Buddha. The Longmen carvings combine the best of ancient Chinese sculptural art with artistic concepts brought into China from abroad, creating a unique style that has been passed down to the present day. The Longmen Grottoes were added to UNESCO's list of World Heritage Sites in 2000.

Photograph supplied by Cultural Relics Publishing House
20.
Teaching by Doing

The Art of Chinese Xinjiang Uyghur Muqam form combines the song, dance, and instrumental music of the Uyghur ethnic minority. In 2005, Muqam was listed by UNESCO as a "Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity."
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21.
Confucius Temple
Kongzi, or Confucius, was a renowned classical Chinese philosopher and the founder of Confucianism. Confucian philosophy, with its central concepts of ren (benevolence) and li (propriety), has had a profound influence on the Chinese people. In 1994, the Confucius Temple and Cemetery and the Kong (Confucius’ surname) Family Mansion, located in Qufu, Shandong Province, were listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site.
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22.
"In practicing the rules of propriety, a natural ease is to be prized." 


—The Analects of Confucius

23.
A Family Visit

On the Eve of the Chinese New Year in 2006, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao extends Spring Festival greetings to villagers in Heze and Jining, Shandong Province.
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24.
Spring Comes Early to the Mountains

On January 1, 2006, 900 million Chinese farmers said a final farewell to the annual agricultural tax that had existed for 2600 years. All agricultural taxes throughout China were rescinded as of this date.
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25.
Village Night Market

China's rapid evolution from a rural to urban society is reflected in the rise of commercial townships throughout the countryside.
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26.
Representative of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC): "Let me say a few words…"

A fundamental aspect of China's political system is the multi-party cooperation and political cooperation under the leadership of the Communist Party of China. The patriotic unity of the Chinese people is most broadly expressed in the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), comprised of representatives from all walks of society. The members of the CPPCC hold annual sessions, serve as non-voting delegates to the National People's Congress, and carry out various democratic advisory, supervisory, and administrative functions.
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27.
Dialogue

In September 2005, 20 representatives were selected from almost 5000 applicants to participate in the first public hearings held by the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress, China's highest legislative body. The "individual opinions" offered by the representatives will become an important element of revisions to the national personal income tax code.
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28.
Look at This

Reading streetside bulletin board. The Chinese people are among the world's most avid newspaper readers. In order to meet the needs of a wide range of readers, China's newspapers are continually developing new formats and content.
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29.
Who Will Be Elected?

The residential committee is the grassroots self-governing unit of China's urban population. Its members are popularly elected. Any local resident 18 years of age or older is eligible to vote for or to serve as a committee member.

Photograph by Zhuan Wan

30.
New Members of the Electronic Age

As of December 31, 2005, China had a total of 111 million Internet users, including 64.3 million with access to broadband. China currently has the second largest number of netizens and broadband users in the world.
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31.
Tiantongyuan Residential Community — Affordable Housing

China's Affordable Housing policy offers government-subsidized low-cost, low-interest homeownership to low- and mid-income urban residents. Tiantongyuan is Beijing's largest such residential community, covering an area of 5.4 square kilometers with a total of 7 million square meters of housing.
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32.
"Let Me Try"

In response to the aging of China's population, since the 1990s the Chinese government has actively promoted reforms of programs that provide support for seniors, unemployment benefits, and health insurance.

Photograph by Zhu Jianxing
33.
 Let Mother Tell You About Our Past

Since May 1, 2004, all museums, memorial centers, and art centers in China's cultural and cultural relics administration system have offered free admission to minors who are part of a group or accompanied by their parents, and half-price tickets to individual students.  
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34.
First Lessons of Adolescence

China's educational system provides sex education to all adolescent students.
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35.
"Thousand-Hand Guanyin"

The Thousand-Hand Guanyin is a popular Chinese goddess of mercy, said to use her one thousand hands to help humankind. Here, a dozen or so deaf young women dancers of the China Disabled Person's Art Troupe closely follow their director's hand signals, as they perform a dance in praise of this benevolent deity.
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36.
Independent Study Inmates Participate in National Exams

People who engage in independent study may participate in the unified national exams, with their test results acknowledged by the government. This offers opportunities to many who are unable to attend institutions of higher learning, including prison inmates. 
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37.
"Plenty to Eat Here!"

The Chinese government has provided funds to establish welfare sites throughout society, where the homeless may voluntarily receive free assistance.
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38.
New Life for AIDS Orphans

The Chinese government provides free education for the orphans of people with AIDS. 
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39.
Good Wishes

The Water-Sprinkling Festival is a traditional holiday of China's Dai ethnic minority. Sprinkling each other with water is believed to prevent disaster and ease hardship, and expresses mutual good wishes.

Photograph by Liang Jingxin
40.
Seeking Balance

Photograph by Liu Jianmin

41.
The Chinese Stock Market's Ever— Changing Big Board 

China will continue to improve macro-control of the national economy in 2006 through the implementation of prudent fiscal and monetary measures.
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42.
My Own Flower Market

Only with gainful employment is it possible to live in contentment. Individual businesses are a major component of China's non-state-owned economy, and also provide extensive new opportunities for employment.
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43.
Huaxicun Village

Huaxicun Village, located in eastern China, has a population of 30,000-plus and covers an area of 30 square kilometers. Huaxicun Village's net sales revenue in 2005 totaled US $3.8 billion, making it a model for China's drive to achieve widespread rural prosperity. 
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44.
"Hello"

China's cell phone network provides coverage to almost every corner of the country, offering service to approximately 99% of the population.
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45.
Choices

China has eliminated most of the restrictions on foreign retailers doing business in China. As competition on the domestic market continues to heat up, the Chinese people have access to an ever-growing range of choices.
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46.
Yiwu — the World's Largest Small Commodities Wholesale Market

Yiwu Small-Commodities City, located 300 kilometers from Shanghai, has a population of over 680,000 and covers an area of 50 square kilometers. With 58,000 showrooms, its 25,000 enterprises offer 400,000 of the 500,000 different products listed on the international commodity catalogue. Yiwu's prices serve as a barometer for the world small commodities market.
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47.
"Human Advertisements"

According to the statistics from China's first National Economic Survey, conducted in December 2005, 152.573 million people were engaged in China's service sector by the end of 2004.
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48.
Ease and Comfort

The love of tea is a national Chinese characteristic. This type of simple, unadorned outdoor teahouse, infused with feelings of ease and comfort, is deeply loved by the Chinese people.
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49.
Chinese Noodles — Pulling Noodles

Using no more than two hands, the master noodlemaker pulls and stretches a lump of kneaded dough into uniformly-shaped noodles. According to the customer's preference, the noodles may be wide or narrow, flat or round, thin or thick. The thinnest noodles may be as fine as a strand of silk, pulled into one long noodle.

Photograph by Wu Wenqi

50.
Blast Off

On October 12, 2005, Beijing time, China's Shenzhou Ⅵ crewed spacecraft blasted into Earth orbit on the back of a Changzheng-2F rocket launcher. The spacecraft successfully touched down on October 17, 2005.
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51.
Attention to Detail

China is unwavering in its commitment to deepening reforms of State-owned enterprises.
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52.
East China Sea Bridge

Construction of China's first long-distance cross-sea bridge, with a total length of 32.5 kilometers, was completed in 2005.

Photograph by Zhang Chunhai

53.
Made in China

China continues to emphasize economic reforms and participation in the global economy, actively developing large enterprises and corporate groups that possess independent intellectual property, famous brand-names, and international competitive advantages.
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54.
Chongqing, the Mountain City

Chongqing, the most recent city to be placed directly under the Central Government administration, is southwestern China's largest industrial and commercial center, as well as a hub of land and water transportation for the upper Changjiang (Yangtse) River valley.
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55.
Hani Ethnic Minority's Long Street Banquet

The people of China's Hani ethnic minority celebrate festivals by lining the main street of their mountain villages with banquet tables, at which everyone gathers to eat, drink, and be merry.
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56.
Access to the Roof of the World

The Qinghai-Tibetan Railway is the world's highest railway system. 1142 kilometers long, it officially started operations on July 1, 2006. More than 30 special mobile passageways have been incorporated into the railway's design to protect local wildlife. 
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57.
First Love

Photograph by Zhu Yuezhong

58.
The 1.3 Billionth Citizen

China's 1.3 billionth little citizen was born at 0:02, January 6, 2005 at the Beijing Obstetrics Hospital, four years after the Chinese population was expected to reach the 1.3 billion mark.
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59.
"Lighten Up!"

Following public hearings, in 2006 the Beijing municipal government relaxed the existing ban on fireworks in the city during the Spring Festival holiday. The new regulations, which permit fireworks within certain limits, embodies the government's respect for the will of the Chinese people, as well as regard for Chinese traditions and history.
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60.
Keeping Order
The Chinese government is committed to establishing a strong social emergency preparedness network, emphasizing emergency response management, and strengthening public security, and ability to deal with public incidents.

Photograph by Chen Yang
61.
A Sacred Moment

A rural primary school holds the national flag-raising ceremony. In 2006, the Chinese government resolved to eliminate all the tuition fees associated with compulsory education in all rural areas within two years.
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62.
Shehuo Folk Tradition — the Dragon Dance 

China's shehuo tradition consists of various folk performances held during Spring Festival. Shehuo performances have their origins in the ancient Chinese people's worship of Earth and Fire.
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63.
Duet

The Mongolian people, one of China's ethnic minorities, are renowned for their outstanding singing and dancing abilities.
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64.
Dragon Boat Race

The fifth day of the fifth lunar month marks China's traditional Dragon Boat Festival. Dragon boat races are the major event of this holiday. 
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65.
"Super Girls"

Thanks to their fans' support on television, the internet, and cell phone text messaging, these ordinary young Chinese women have been turned into actual pop stars and crowned "Super Girls" on a television singing contest.
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66.
Birds’ Heaven

China has one of the world's most varied populations of wetland life. Qinghai Lake, Dongting Lake, and Mipu in Hong Kong are among seven Chinese wetland areas that have been listed as "Wetlands of International Importance."
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67.
Renewable Resources — Wind-Generated Electricity

Xinjiang's Dabancheng Wind Power Plant is China's first large-scale wind-generation facility. It currently has 200 wind turbines capable of generating 18 thousand kilowatts of electricity per year.
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68.
Baby Pandas and Their "Parents"

The Wolong Nature Reserve in southwestern China is China's first and largest protected Giant Panda habitat. 
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69.
No-Fishing Season

In order to conserve fishery resources, every year the Chinese government suspends commerical fishing for certain periods and in certain areas.
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70.
Reforestation 

In order to improve China's ecology, the government has promoted extensive reforestation in western China. Numerous mountain villages have replaced agricultural land with forests and grassland, and large numbers of villagers have moved from growing grain to planting trees.
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71.
"One World, One Dream" — Slogan of the Beijing 2008 Olympics

72.
The Voice of China

Chinese President Hu Jintao addresses the United Nations 2005 World Summit on September 15, 2005.
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73.
Hong Kong Racetrack

Horse Race Day at Hong Kong's Shatin Racetrack on Lunar New Years Day, 2006. "Playing the horses, playing in discos, playing the stockmarket, all will continue as before." Deng Xiaoping, the architect of China's opening and reforms, used this saying to illustrate the concept of "one country, two systems" to be implemented after Hong Kong's return to Chinese sovereignty.
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74.
Zhuhai and Macao Light up the Night

An overland bridge links Macao with the mainland city of Zhuhai, contributing to the close relationship and extensive contact between the two areas.
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75.
Spring Festival Charter Flight Attendants

Spring Festival charter flights across the Taiwan Strait were organized for the third time in 2006 for the convenience of Taiwan compatriots. Similar charters were organized in 2003 and 2005.
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76.
Shanghai Skyline

Currently transforming itself into a modern international capital, Shanghai is China's largest industrial, commercial, and financial center. 
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77.
"Chinese Bridge"
In order to promote mutual prosperity and growth, China has organized over 2000 aid projects in over 111 countries and regions, trained over 11,000 administration and technical personnel for the project recipients, and reduced or even exempted a total of 20 billion RMB debt for 44 underdeveloped countries. The illustration shows a pontoon bridge at Sudan's Chinese backed Merowe Dam.
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78.
Southeast Asia Earthquake Relief Work

Chinese relief teams at Pakistan's earthquake-stricken area.
Photograph by Rong Shoujun

79.
"Festival of China" in the United States

On October 1, 2005, the one-month long "Festival of China" debuted at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C. Over 900 performers and crew traveled from China to present a wide range of Chinese arts and culture to the American public, thoroughly embodying the essence of the ancient Oriental arts.
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80.
Reunion

2005 marked the 60th anniversary of the victory of the international anti-Fascist war. On this occasion, veterans of America's "Flying Tigers" air unit returned to China to revisit the sites where they battled side by side with the Chinese people.
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81.
Modern Art

The Second Beijing International Art Biennale opened in Beijing in September, 2005. The major exhibit, based on the theme "Contemporary Art with Humanistic Concerns,"

featured primarily paintings and sculptures.

Photograph by Zhang Yong

82.
Master Class

Italian opera maestro Carlo Bergonzi instructs Chinese students at the Beijing International Opera Masters Class.
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83.
Embracing Victory

Chinese tennis players Zheng Jie and Yan Zi make a clean sweep of the Women's Doubles at the 2006 Australian Tennis Open.
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84.
"China's Friendlies"

The "Friendlies," official mascots of the 29th Olympic Games, are unveiled at a press conference in Beijing on November 11, 2005.
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85.
One World, One Dream
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