Brief Introduction to Costumes in Central Section 

1, Tibetan man’s old brocade sheepskin robe bordered with otter band 

Shiqu County, Sichuan Province  
The main characteristic of the Tibetan robe is its loose body and wide sleeves, which make it suitable for the plateau climate, with its very different temperatures during the day and night. 
This loose and thick, knee-length robe is made from sheepskin, it is worn with high Tibetan leather boots. While wearing the colored silk belt, the front part of the robe or jacket forms the shape of a bag, making it is easy to carry various articles. The front and bottom of the robe are bordered with otter band and gold brocade.
2, “Huayao Dai” woman’s embroidered clothing  

Xinping County, Yunnan Province 

There are three different groups of Dai people, "Han Dai”, "Shui Dai" and "Huayao Dai". "Huayao Dai" women are famous for their beautiful dresses. They wear undergarments decorated with silver bulbs. They also wear ultra-short jackets measuring only seven inches decorated with a brocade band, and a figured belt twined ring upon ring. In addition, they wear tight cross-stitched skirts. The bottom of the skirt is drawn upwards when it is worn, which appears very charming.
3, Dong woman’s embroidered skirt with horsehair and “Pipa” front border 

Liping County, Guizhou Province 

This is the splendid clothing of Dong women in Liping. The main characteristic of the jacket is a “Pipa” front border. Horsehair embroidery is generally used on the front border, collar band and cuff. Patterns include “two dragons vying for treasure”, flowers, plants, butterflies etc. In addition, there are colorful satin borders, exquisite embroidery and harmonious colors, which decorate pleated short skirts, waist cloths and curtain skirts. 

4, Oroqen woman’s embroidered and bordered roe skin robe 

Oroqen Banner, Inner Mongolia 

The Oroqen people make their living by hunting. Oroqen women are good at tanning and making leather. Their clothing is usually made from animal skin. Because of its light, soft and cold-proof characteristics, roe skin is the most frequently used material for clothing. This is a woman’s embroidered and inlayed border robe with upright-collar, buttons on the right, vents on the both sides, cloud patterns, tranquil colors, and a simple natural style. 

5, Jingpo women's clothing 

Honghe Prefecture, Yunnan Province 

Red is the main color used in Jingpo women’s clothing, something that makes it appear very warm and cheerful. 

The woman usually wear jackets with round collars and buttons down the front, as well as tight brightly colored woolen skirts, red belts, colored knitted leggings, rattan waist rings, silver neck rings, and tube-shaped earrings and bracelets with engraved designs. Jackets and shoulders are decorated with silver bulbs for festive attire.

6, Manchu’s flat gold embroidered dragon robe with five colors

Beijing 

This dragon robe was a woman's dress in the Manchu palace. Its design and workmanship includes a round collar, buttons on the front-right, horse–hoof-shaped sleeves, red silk and satins materials, flat gold and broken-silk thread embroidery, the gold-rimmed collars, borders and sleeves, as well as the principal patterns of the gold dragon, bright clouds, the dark “Eight Immortals”, miscellaneous treasures, sea water and river precipice. All of this reflects a superb technological level. 

7, Miao women’s silver attire 
Leishan County, Guizhou Province 

This is a splendid example of Miao women’s clothing. The jacket is made from dark "Douwen” cloth, and is worn with a long black pleated skirt. There are embroidered designs on the collar, shoulders and sleeves. A large number of silver decorations are sewn on the cuff and the back of attire. The curtain skirt consists of more than 20 pieces of lace, with each piece of lace divided into three sections with different embroidered patterns consisting mostly of plants, birds and flowers.
8, Miao “Bainiao” clothing 

Rongjiang County, Guizhou Province 

This is splendid clothing for the “Guzang” festival, a grand ceremony offering sacrifices to the ancestor of the Miao people in the moon mountain area of Rongjian. It can also be called "Guzang” clothing. There are embroidered ancient abstract patterns in the green silkworm brocade of the whole body, with butterfly designs on the shoulders, and dragons, birds and fish on the streamers. With its crude embroidered decorations, the clothing appears simple and unsophisticated. Numerous white chicken feathers decorate the bottoms of the clothing, showing that a branch of the Miao people worship birds. 

9, Naxi women's clothing 

Lijiang County, Yunnan Province 

Naxi clothing varies greatly. The Lijiang woman’s sheepskin shawl is a rectangular covering of shag hair cloth. It is named “in the light of the moon and stars” and called “You-e” in the Naxi language. There are seven round embroidered figures on the surface, symbolizing the sun, moon and stars. This beautiful garment not offers good protection from the cold, it is also a talisman. 
10, Yao women's cross-stitch embroidered dress 
Jinping County, Yunnan Province 

This is the dress of the “Huaku Yao” in Yunnan, and is made from indigo cloth they have woven and dyed themselves. The front part and cuff of the dress are decorated with cross-stitch work and pearls, along with an inlaid band at the bottom of a trouser legs and a waist cloth. The patterns include octagonal figures, as well as frog, tree and humanoid figures, all of which display exquisite embroidery and harmonious colors, and the reflect Yao women’s great talent for needlecraft. 
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