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Foreword

Beijing is a city rooted in antiquity. Historical records indicate that the first community was established on the site of present-day Beijing over three thousand years ago. For over 850 of those years, Beijing has served as China's capital. Beijing has both witnessed and participated in the unbroken development of Chinese civilization. No other city has been so intimately involved with China's evolution from a traditional to a modern society.

Beijing is also a city of youthful vigor. As the capital of the new China, Beijing presents many and varied faces to the world, serving as the nation's center of government, finance, culture, and international cultural exchange. An international metropolis, Beijing does not lack for excitement. It is filled with renowned universities, high-tech enterprises and information technology, theaters and museums, shopping centers and recreational facilities. As ancient traditions are replaced by the rhythms of the modern world, life in Beijing remains surprisingly harmonious. The city is characterized by a spirit of creativity and optimism that reflects the blending of old and new, as one type of experience smoothly evolves into another. 

Beijing's' vibrant culture is based on traditional Chinese values. At the heart of traditional Chinese culture is the concept of he, or harmony, with its connotations of accord, tolerance, peace, stability, and friendship. These principles form the ethical foundation of life in Beijing, and are inseparable from the city's rich and diverse cultural achievements. As Beijing prepares to host the 2008 Olympics, the capital looks forward to the harmonious union of Chinese culture and the Olympic spirit, and the meeting of China and the world.

China's capital has opened wide its doors, in order that Beijing may join the world community and the world may come to better know Beijing. As China and Beijing gain increasing international recognition and trust, their contributions to humanity will continue to grow.

A National Capital

In traditional Chinese culture, the nation's capital serves as a model and leader in promoting culture and education. Today, Beijing is not only China's center of government, but also the model for China's harmonious society.

Every city has a unique spirit. The soul of Beijing is located in Tian'anmen Square. Viewing the national flag flying high above, every Chinese person who visits Tian'anmen is filled with awe and respect. The majestic Great Hall of the People, overlooking the square, bears witness to the glorious course of modern Chinese history, from the founding of the People's Republic of China to the establishment of a constitutional government and the implementation of a democratic legal system.

In the decades since the implementation of China's policy of opening and reform, China has boasted the world's most rapidly developing economy, and Beijing one of the most rapidly developing economy in the country. With the 21st century sure to see even greater advances, as the nation's capital, Beijing will continue to work with China's multiethnic population to maintain political stability and achieve social progress and economic prosperity. Together with the people of the world, Beijing will write a new chapter in human history.

China is peace-loving nation, and Beijing is a peaceable capital. As various regions of the globe suffer from chaos and aggression, Beijing actively works to promote world peace. Beijing has been instrumental in initiating the Six-Party Talks on Korean Peninsular nuclear issue, and will host the 29th Olympiad in 2008. Only with peace will it be possible for humanity to realize a positive future based on tolerance and mutual respect. 

An International City

Beijing is no longer remote from the rest of the world. With the rapid development of air transportation and communications technology, the Earth has been transformed into a global village. In the words of a classical Chinese poem, "The ends of the Earth are as close as next-door."

Beijing is a fascinating city. Tradition and innovation, classical elegance and contemporary fashion, the majestic past and the exciting present harmoniously merge to create a fresh and dynamic milieu. As a major international capital, Beijing enjoys a diverse cultural life. Diplomatic affairs, folk customs, fine arts, holidays, cuisine, finance and commerce, architecture, and sports events all offer visitors an unforgettable experience.

Beijing's steady growth has been both remarkable and open-minded. The city holds numerous places of worship representing the five major religions of the world. In Beijing, everyone can find the life that suits them best, and visitors can make their dreams come true. Anyone can feel at home in Beijing, no matter where they come from, the color of their skin, or what they believe in. Beijing is fast becoming one of the world's foremost centers of international activities, transnational commerce, and global tourism. By the start of the 2008 Olympics, Beijing will be capable of housing 4.6 million visitors, and over 200,000 foreign nationals will be living in the city.

Beijing possesses a unique charm and attraction, arising in large part from the diverse talents and contributions of its people, and the deep affection they hold for the city. 

A Famous Cultural Center

Beijing must be considered one of the most outstanding human works on the face of the planet. The Chinese people, with their ancient history and innovative spirit, have bestowed upon humanity an outstanding cultural legacy that is epitomized by Beijing. Among the major cultural sites in and around the city are the Imperial Palace, the Great Wall, Peking Man at Zhoukoudian, the Summer Palace, and the Temple of Heaven. In addition, hundreds of museums and theaters and over seven thousand ancient structures are located throughout Beijing.

Just as splendid as Beijing's architectural legacy are the city's rich traditions and other spiritual treasures. The ancient city's physical layout, which may still be seen in modern Beijing, was closely related to imperial rites and religious ceremonies. Temples, theaters, and assembly halls were also situated according to a detailed city plan. Traditional Chinese drama, including Kunqu opera and Beijing opera, offers a unique combination of song, dance, music, and art. And many of Beijing's historic commercial centers are still open for business, including the Dashilan shopping district, Liulichang arts and crafts street, the Tongrentang traditional apothecary, and the famous Quanjude Beijing duck restaurant.

Beijing has always been a cultural melting pot. Over countless generations, China's diverse ethnic groups have come together at this spot, blending their traditions to bring forth a distinctive and enduring national identity. Beijing has also served as a bridge for Sino-foreign exchange and a launching pad for introducing Chinese culture to the world. As early as 1697, the German philosopher Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz wrote in his Novissima Sinica (Latest News from China), "China in the East will surely provide us with a great awakening." According to the 18th century French philosopher Voltaire, "The history of the world begins with China." In today's Beijing, Sino-foreign cultural exchange continues to grow, both at the government level and among the people. In 2008, ancient Beijing will host the modern Olympics. This meeting of a historic cultural city and the international community will surely provide fertile ground in which the Olympic spirit may take root and flower.

A Hospitable Environment

Beijing is a city rich in both atmosphere and tradition. As the famous 20th century Chinese author Bing Xin put it, "Of those who come to Beijing, who is not left with a deep impression; of those who leave Beijing, who does not deeply miss her? It seems that Beijing is everyone's beloved.”

With a population totalling close to 15 million, Beijing is the largest city in China to undergo environmental upgrading. An extensive program of greenbelt planting, pollution clean-up, beautification, and revitalization is creating a sustainable ecosystem and excellent environmental conditions throughout the city. Beijing's municipal plan calls for over 40% of the city's area to consist of greenbelt plantings by 2005, averaging ten square meters of public green zone per person, and four square meters per person in the central city. Already the city is presenting a new face to the world, offering green hills and clear water, clean air and beautiful surroundings. By harmonizing humanity and nature and developing a coordinated economy, Beijing is becoming an ecological city based on sustainable development.

Stable social, political, and economic development have made Beijing one of the safest cities in the world. Tens of billions of dollars are being invested in new infrastructure each year, greatly improving electronic communications and public transportation networks and satisfying public demand in the areas of education, culture, sanitation, and sports. The 29th Olympiad will transform Beijing even further. Integrating social and cultural innovation with advanced technological resources, the 2008 Olympics will be a grand celebration for all of humanity.

Beijing is a great city, forged by history and tradition. But by no means is it bound to the past. Beijing will continue to prove to the world that human effort can accomplish wonders.
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