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2.
Foreword

Hong Kong is a diverse and fascinating city. 

Hong Kong began as a quiet, out of the way fishing village. Today, it has grown into a vigorous and modern international city. It has now been ten years since Hong Kong's return to Chinese sovereignty. The successful implementation of the policy of "One Country, Two Systems" has brought about a Hong Kong governed by the people of Hong Kong with a high degree of autonomy. Tempered by history, Hong Kong has grown into a diverse and fascinating city. 

Hong Kong: dynamic and enterprising

Over the last ten years, the people of Hong Kong have united to develop new areas of enterprise and maintain urban growth and stability. Thanks to their unremitting efforts, Hong Kong has retained its status as Asia's leading center of regional and international trade and finance. Hong Kong is one of the most economically dynamic and competitive regions in the world. 

Hong Kong: enjoying life to the fullest

In Hong Kong it is possible to enjoy both beautiful natural scenery and the pleasures of commercial civilization. One may appreciate the best of modern goods and fashion, while also sampling the simplicity of a traditional lifestyle. Hong Kong is a paradise for enjoying all that life has to offer.

Hong Kong: a fusion of East and West

Thanks to its unique location and history, Hong Kong is a melting pot of eastern and western cultures. Traditional and modern, old and new merge to create Hong Kong's distinctive culture. In Hong Kong, diversity has reached its ultimate expression.

Hong Kong: a center of innovation

Hong Kong has always been highly innovative, constantly adapting to meet the demands of historical necessity. A society must be creative in order to grow and develop. Hong Kong's future development will derive from its great ability to innovate and adapt. The government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR Government) and the people of Hong Kong work together with the Mainland to promote Hong Kong's prosperity, stability, and development to create a better tomorrow.

Dynamic Hong Kong
Lifestyle in Hong Kong

Hong Kong Culture

Hong Kong Innovation

Hong Kong: a diverse and fascinating city 

3.
Hong Kong Island and Kowloon Peninsula

Hong Kong is located on the southeastern tip of the Chinese Mainland. It covers a total area of 1104 square kilometers and as of 2006 had a population of 6.99 million. People of Chinese origin account for 95% of the population. The official languages are Chinese and English. 
4.
Dynamic Hong Kong

Hong Kong is a dynamic city of enterprising spirit.

Hong Kong has an excellent location with many natural resources. It enjoys an open economy that operates with a high degree of autonomy, a well-developed legal system, and extensive international trade relations. Hong Kong also possesses a superior work force that includes many splendid officials, successful entrepreneurs, as well as personnel highly qualified in all trades and professions. Over the last ten years, the people of Hong Kong have united to develop new areas of enterprise and maintain urban growth and stability. Thanks to their unremitting efforts, Hong Kong has retained its status as Asia's leading center of regional and international trade and finance. Hong Kong is one of the most economically dynamic and competitive regions in the world. 

5.
Flag raising ceremony in the Special Administrative Region

The Hong Kong SAR Government and the people of Hong Kong work together to develop new areas of enterprise and maintain urban growth and stability. Thanks to their unremitting efforts, Hong Kong remains one of the most economically dynamic and competitive regions in the world. 

Each year on the anniversary of the return of Hong Kong to Chinese sovereignty, the SAR Government holds a grand flag-raising ceremony with the SAR and national flags in Golden Bauhinia Square.
6.
An assembly of Hong Kong judges

The Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China states that Hong Kong shall maintain a high degree of autonomy, with the exception of the areas of foreign relations and national defense, which are the responsibility of the Central Government. Hong Kong enjoys executive, legislative and independent judicial power, including that of final adjudication. The ten years since the transfer of sovereignty have demonstrated that the people of Hong Kong have taken control of their own destiny, and are fully capable of governing Hong Kong.

7.
Free trade and free market

Hong Kong advocates and pursues a policy of free trade, and possesses a free and open investment system with no trade barriers. Foreign investors are treated without discrimination and capital flows freely. The legal system of Hong Kong is well-developed. Its financial policy and regulations have a high degree of transparency, and the concise tax code imposes a low tax rate. Hong Kong has ranked as the world's freest economy in the Index of Economic Freedom for 13 consecutive years.

8.
Hong Kong stock exchange

Hong Kong is a major international financial center. Hong Kong's financial sector is closely guided by market forces. Numerous international financial institutions are based or have branches in Hong Kong. Hong Kong's monetary policy is to maintain the stability of the Hong Kong dollar. Hong Kong currency may be freely exchanged, and the foreign exchange market carries out transactions with clients around the globe 24 hours a day. In 2006, Hong Kong's official foreign exchange reserve ranked eighth in the world. 

9.
Hong Kong — the Pearl of the East

Hong Kong is the world's eleventh largest trading entity, and a major exporter of garments, timepieces, toys, games, electronics, and various light industrial products. Not only is Hong Kong a center of world trade, it is also the world's tenth largest exporter of services, providing specialized services to a wide variety of sectors. Thousands of international corporations have established their Asian headquarters or branch offices in Hong Kong, where they engage in various operations and commercial services.

10.
The world's best airport

Hong Kong is an international and regional aviation hub. Hong Kong's Chep Lap Kok International Airport operates around the clock, and has been rated the best airport in the world every year since 2001.

11.
The busiest port

Hong Kong's unique geography and rare deep-water harbor, along with advanced port facilities and highly efficient operations, have made the Port of Hong Kong one of the busiest harbors in the world and a center of international shipping.

12.
Marine park cable car

Tourism is Hong Kong's largest generator of foreign currency. Residents of more than 170 countries can visit this international tourist destination with no visa required. People holding a Hong Kong SAR passport currently enjoy visa-free access to 135 countries. Since September 2003, residents of several dozen Chinese cities have been allowed to visit Hong Kong under the provisions of the "Individual Tour Scheme."

13.
Dr. Margaret Chan (middle) takes office as Director-General of the World Health Organization

Hong Kong owes its unparalleled productivity to the creativity and hard work of its highly educated workforce. There were a total of approximately 3.61 million working people in Hong Kong in 2006.

14.
Shenzhen's Huanggang border station

Hong Kong is a major portal for tourism and commerce with China. Every day 126 passenger liners, approximately 100 passenger flights, over 400 trains, and more than 30,000 automobiles travel between Hong Kong and the Mainland. Hong Kong based companies are the main source of foreign investment to the Mainland, and China is one of Hong Kong's largest direct investors.

15.
Young Hong Kong designers on the cutting edge of fashion

As a free port and world city, Hong Kong abounds in talent. Its unique fusion of East and West offers a constant source of new ideas in rapidly transforming world. 

16.
Dragon boat race

Hong Kong — a city of abundant energy and youthful enthusiasm.

17. Lifestyle in Hong Kong

Hong Kong is a city where life is enjoyed to the fullest.

In Hong Kong, enjoyment is a lifestyle. When people in Hong Kong leave their fast-paced workplaces, they all have their favorite ways to relax, enjoy life, and restore mind and body. And Hong Kong offers a wide range of possibilities for recreation and leisure. Whether strolling through the bustling commercial districts or exploring the myriad of back street shops, the perfect item waits to be discovered. And variety, price, and service can't be beat. Whether sampling authentic foreign food, China's classic cuisine, or traditional local recipes, every restaurant's sign offers a warm welcome. Whether gazing in awe at nature's wonders, or marveling at the products of human effort, the perfect vista always awaits. When night falls in Hong Kong, the coruscating neon lights ignite the imagination. In Hong Kong it is possible to enjoy both beautiful natural scenery and the conveniences of industrialized society. One may appreciate the best of modern goods and fashion, while also sampling the simplicity of a traditional lifestyle. Hong Kong is a paradise for all that life has to offer.

18.
A never-ending stream

Hong Kong is a fast moving city. Hong Kong's public transportation carries over 10 million passengers every day. Passengers can choose from railways, trams, buses, shuttles, taxis, and ferries, all offering fast, comfortable, and economical transportation

19.
One hundred years of ferries

The ferries of Victoria Harbor have been in operation for over a century. Not only are they a famous Hong Kong tourist attraction, many residents still rely on them to commute to work.

20.
"Ding dong"

Hong Kong's tramway system has been operating since 1904. Today, approximately 230,000 passengers ride the trams daily. The mellow "ding dong" of the tram whistle floats over the city, serving as a constant reminder of the system's hundred years of history.

21.
The world's longest outdoor covered escalator

Hong Kong's Central-Mid Level Escalators is the world's longest outdoor covered escalator system, totaling 800 meters in length with a vertical climb of 135 meters. It consists of twenty electric escalators and three moving walkways, and carries approximately 50,000 people daily.

22.
The world's longest auto-rail suspension bridge

With an overall length of 2160 meters, Tsing Ma Bridge is the world's longest auto-rail suspension bridge. Tsing Ma Bridge is the primary route into Hong Kong International Airport. Hong Kong has some of the heaviest traffic in the world. As of September 2006, Hong Kong had 540,000 registered vehicles and 1982 kilometers of roadway.

23.
Causeway Bay shopping district

When it comes to shopping, Hong Kong's outstanding surroundings, prices, variety, and service have earned it the name of "Shopper's Paradise."

24.
Central business district

If Causeway Bay is Hong Kong's premiere shopping, entertainment, and dining destination, Central is its financial heart. Soaring office buildings, corporate headquarters, and the fancy department stores crowd the streets.

25.
A plethora of riches

Hong Kong's shops and department stores are packed with all kinds of products. Whether you are an aficionado of name brands or always searching for a bargain, Hong Kong has what you are looking for.

26.
International brand names

Hong Kong is a duty-free port. Since no tariffs are imposed on products imported from around the world, many famous international brand name manufacturers have opened outlets in Hong Kong.

27.
Made in Hong Kong 

Many local Hong Kong designers have established their own brands, not only receiving international recognition but also offering competitive prices.

28.
Shopper's Paradise

When night falls, the lights come on in Hong Kong's busy Mong Kok and Yau Ma Tei districts, Kowloon. With every shopkeeper willing to haggle over prices, this is the place to experience the authentic Hong Kong shopping experience.

29.
Greenery

Hong Kong attaches great importance to protecting the natural environment. As of 2006, greenbelts accounted for 70% of Hong Kong's total area. The Mai Po Nature Reserve has been listed as a Wetland of International Importance.

30.
An oasis of quiet

Although Hong Kong is small and densely developed, numerous parks and playgrounds may be found tucked among its skyscrapers.

31.
At the beach

Hong Kong Island has many beaches suitable for swimming. The most famous are Deep Water Bay Beach and Repulse Bay Beach on the south shore.

32.
Morning exercise

According to the United Nations Development Program's 2006 Human Development Report, residents of Hong Kong have a life expectancy of 81.8 years, the second highest in the world. Hong Kong's health care system provides to all residents holding a Hong Kong Identity Card. 
33.
Public housing estates

The housing policy of the Hong Kong SAR provides subsidized public housing to people who are unable to afford private housing. At the same time, the policy minimizes government intervention in order to allow the free operation of the private real estate market and stabilize market prices.

34.
Pleasure boats

Hong Kong is a world-class city with modern scenery at every turn. Instead of going for a relaxing drive, many Hong Kong residents prefer to go for a cruise on an ocean-going pleasure boat with their friends.

35.
Leisure activities

A trip on a Hong Kong pleasure boat offers a different perspective of the city. 

36.
Romantic Outlying Islands

The Outlying Islands are a group of islands surrounding Hong Kong Island. Hong Kong has a total of approximately 200 islands of various sizes. The Outlying Islands are peaceful and romantic, each with a unique atmosphere, making them popular vacation spots for Hong Kong residents.

37.
Stanley

Stanley is located on the southeast shore of Hong Kong Island, on the coast of the South China Sea. It was an important early port, and today is a famous tourist destination.

38.
A city of fine cuisine

Everywhere in Hong Kong, it is possible to sample fine food from around the world, as well as traditional Chinese cooking. The people of Hong Kong are constantly seeking to improve their culinary arts, and often combine different culinary traditions to create new local dishes.

39.
Seafood fresh off the boat

Hong Kong started as a fishing village, so naturally seafood is central to Hong Kong cuisine.

40.
Food with feeling – floating restaurants

People in Hong Kong are connoisseurs of good food. They also attach great importance to the surroundings, ambience, and service of the restaurants in which it is enjoyed.

41.
Food as spectacle – a big restaurant

People in Hong Kong love to go out to big restaurants for tea. Hong Kong style tea would not be complete without a variety of delicious Cantonese dim sum. As the pace of life speeds up, many people have started enjoying tea and dim sum as a late night snack, instead of the traditional morning meal.

42.
Food on the go – teahouses and snack booths
Hong Kong's distinctive and popular teahouses offer all kinds of delicious, cheap food on the go. Sidewalk snack booths with outdoor seating offer even more traditional Hong Kong flavor.
43.
Eat, drink and be merry

Hong Kong's bars attract customers of all kinds. When night falls, the bar district transforms into a scene of parties and good cheer.

44.
Cheers!

Chinese and foreigners gather to party together every night in the Lan Kwai Fong entertainment district.

45.
The city that never sleeps

Hong Kong is a city where life is enjoyed to the fullest.

46.
Hong Kong Culture

Hong Kong is a fusion of East and West.

Thanks to its unique location and history, Hong Kong is a melting pot of eastern and western cultures. Traditional and modern, old and new merge to create Hong Kong's distinctive culture. Following the return of Hong Kong to Chinese sovereignty, close cultural exchange and cooperation with the Mainland has resulted in the rapid evolution of Hong Kong's cultural sector.

Hong Kong's brilliance is due both to its cultural diversity and to the unique local culture that diversity gave rise to. Hong Kong's entertainment industry produces distinctive film, television, and music containing the elements we are familiar with. Residents enjoy the holiday spirit with fireworks over Victoria Harbor in the beginning of Lunar New Year, while also immersing themselves in the festive Christmas spirit at the end of the year. People rely on all kinds of modern media for business news, while at the same time poring over the wisdom of horseracing. People listen raptly to the "Silk and Bamboo" music of traditional Guangdong opera, and boogie to the disco beat in nightclubs. In Hong Kong, the most avant-garde art and the most ancient culture share the same stage. Cutting edge supermodels and mysterious masters of fengshui all have their devoted followers. Taoists, Buddhists, Christians, and Muslims, all can find places to worship. In Hong Kong, the diverse culture has reached its ultimate expression. All of these are the Hong Kong culture.

47.
Dragon dance

Hong Kong is a city that combines eastern and western culture. Despite the deep impact of foreign cultural influences, traditional Chinese culture still thrives in Hong Kong.

48.
Tiantan Buddha on Lantau Island

The Tiantan Buddha on Lantau Island is the largest seated bronze Buddha in the world. Freedom of religion is one of the basic rights enjoyed by the people of Hong Kong, protected by the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China and related laws.

49.
Sunday

Hong Kong possesses freedom of religion, and is the home of many religious faiths. Virtually every major religion in the world has followers here.

50.
Auspicious day, auspicious future

Many traditional Chinese marriage customs and ceremonies are still practiced in Hong Kong. For instance, Chinese tradition holds that marrying on an auspicious day will bring the new couple a lifetime of happiness. Choosing the right day for the wedding ceremony is therefore considered of great importance.

51.
Cheung Chau bun festival
Hong Kong is located on the coast of Guangdong Province. Its local folk traditions originate primarily in Guangdong's southern mountain region, giving rise to Hong Kong's distinctive folk culture.

52.
Repulse Bay – "Best Bay in the World"

The influence of traditional Chinese culture can be seen at many of Hong Kong's tourist attractions.

53.
The power of belief

It is said that rubbing this statue of the God of Prosperity will bring wealth and good fortune. This mysterious tradition actually is an expression of the power of belief. 

54.
Greeting the New Year

Spring Festival is China's most important popular holiday. In Hong Kong and the Mainland alike, every household stocks up on special purchases and pastes up Spring Festival couplets to welcome the Lunar New Year. No Spring Festival celebration would be complete without family reunions, visiting friends and family, and giving red envelopes containing cash to children.

55.
Celebrating together 
Lunar New Year's Day is the time for Hong Kong's parade of floats. Floats from around the world participate, each exhibiting its own distinctive style in a grand celebration of China's Spring Festival.

56.
Lighting up the sky

On the second day of the Lunar New Year, Victoria Harbor is the site of Hong Kong's magnificent annual fireworks display.

57、Happy smiling faces

Hong Kong's diversity is vividly expressed in its many holidays, each of which provides an occasion for celebration and merriment. Christmas is Hong Kong's most important and busiest Western holiday.

58.
"Welcome!"

The Hong Kong Disneyland Resort opened in September of 2005, bringing the Magic Kingdom from America to China.

59.
Hong Kong's Avenue of Stars

Hong Kong has developed its own unique local culture, based on the combination of traditional Chinese culture and foreign culture imported from the West. Hong Kong has produced numerous commercially successful stars and idols, whose box office appeal has been instrumental in the development of Hong Kong's local culture. Movie star Jackie Chan is one of Hong Kong's most famous native sons.

60.
Chasing stars

Hong Kong is an international commercial center. Its local popular culture has had a great influence on Chinese people throughout the region. Chinese people around the world are familiar with Hong Kong movies, pop music and stars.

61.
Aficionados

Western classical music finds an appreciative audience in Hong Kong.

Hong Kong's many and diverse cultural activities greatly enrich the cultural life of the residents. Every year over 3000 performances by groups from Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, the Mainland, and countries around the world are held in Hong Kong's numerous theaters.

62.
Elementary education

Hong Kong provides nine years of free elementary education for children ages six to fifteen. Hong Kong has implemented the curriculum of "Two Cultures, Three Languages," which includes written Chinese and English, and spoken Cantonese, English, and Mandarin.

63.
Higher learning

Hong Kong has twelve universities that confer academic degrees and prepare their students to participate in the international arena. The faculty of these institutions is hired without regard for race, religion, or cultural background, and teaching methods are entirely in accordance with the international standards. Hong Kong's institutions of higher learning often engage in collaborative research, academic exchange, joint administration, and faculty exchanges with their foreign counterparts.

A number of Hong Kong's universities accept students from the Mainland.

64.
The information age

As an international city, Hong Kong enjoys a free flow of information and a highly developed broadcasting industry, including press, radio, and television.

65.
Always in touch

Hong Kong is an international communications hub with a highly advanced communications infrastructure. The percentage of residents with telephone, fax, and cell phone service is among the highest in the world. Broadband Internet access is available in virtually all residential and commercial buildings.

66.
A feast for the eyes

Hong Kong is a regional publishing center. Numerous international newspapers, periodicals, magazines, and book presses have established their Asian headquarters in Hong Kong. Bookstores offer large selections of new publications from the Mainland, Taiwan, and Hong Kong, as well as Europe and the United States. Hong Kong also has a highly developed printing industry.

67.
Hong Kong Central Library

Hong Kong has many cultural resources that are open to the public. They include forty major libraries, various museums, and numerous cultural and exhibition centers.

68.
Race day

Over the course of its 100 year history, horse racing in Hong Kong has become popular throughout every level of society. Horse racing plays a large role in the cultural life of Hong Kong, and attending the races has become a traditional recreational activity.

Hong Kong's Sha Tin Equestrian Olympic Arena will be the core venue of the Beijing 2008 Olympic equestrian events.
69.
As real as life

Entering Madame Tussaud's Wax Museum is like turning back the clock and personally experiencing the life and times of the famous figures portrayed here.

70.
Hong Kong athletic delegation, China 

Hong Kong athletic delegation, China to the 15th Asian Games in Doha took home six gold medals, twelve silver medals, and ten bronze medals in 2006. Hong Kong has been selected to host the 5th East Asian Games in 2009.

71.
Setting sail

Hong Kong residents love watersports. Hong Kong took home the gold in the women's mistral boardsailing class at the 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta.

72.
Rugby fans

The Hong Kong Rugby Sevens Tournament was founded in 1975. Ever since, fans from around the world have streamed into Hong Kong each year to attend the games.

73.
Countdown to New Year 2007

Hong Kong – a fusion of East and West.

74.
Hong Kong Innovation

Hong Kong is a city of constant innovation.

Hong Kong has always been highly innovative, constantly adapting to meet the demands of historical necessity. A society must be creative in order to grow and develop. Hong Kong's future development will derive from its great ability to innovate. The SAR Government and the people of Hong Kong work together with the Mainland to promote Hong Kong's prosperity, stability, and development for a better future.

75.
Bird's eye view of Hong Kong

Hong Kong is a city of constant innovation.

76.
Sixth World Trade Organization Ministerial Conference

In December of 2005, Hong Kong hosted the Sixth World Trade Organization Ministerial Conference. The event made a great contribution to the promotion of global free trade and won Hong Kong accolades from around the world.

77.
"Exposition City"

Known around the world as "Exposition City," Hong Kong is the first choice for international conventions of all sorts. Hong Kong's thriving convention industry has advanced Hong Kong's cooperation with the Mainland and foreign countries in the areas of technology, information and communications, trade, and the exchanges of human resources cultures. Even more importantly, it is a major engine driving Hong Kong's economic development. 

78.
Mainland industry, Hong Kong markets

In September of 2006, Donald Tsang, Chief Executive of the Hong Kong SAR, stated that Hong Kong was included in China's National 11th Five-Year Plan in accordance with the policy of "One Country, Two Systems." The plan clearly states that the Central Government will support the development of Hong Kong's financial services, logistics, tourism, and information services, and will maintain Hong Kong's status as an international center of financial services, trade, and shipping. It also calls for strengthening exchanges and cooperation between Hong Kong and the Mainland in every area. The 11th Five-Year Plan represents the Central Government's expectations as well as its support and confidence in Hong Kong.

79.
Facing the future

The "Economic Summit on China's 11th Five-Year Plan and the Development of Hong Kong" was held by the SAR Government in September 2006. In January 2007, the “Economic Summit” Expert Groups submitted to the Chief Executive their proposals for the programme of Agenda regarding the future development and direction of Hong Kong's economy. The proposals cover the four areas of trade and business; financial services; maritime, logistics, and infrastructure; and professional services, information, technology, and tourism.

80.
Innovations in Science, Technology, and Design Exposition, Hong Kong 2005

In 2006 the Hong Kong SAR Government established five research and development centers to promote innovation and development in the areas of communications and information technology, logistics and supply chain management, automotive components, and nano technology, as well as advanced materials, textiles, and the garment industry. 

81.
Cyberport

Cyberport is Hong Kong's flagship IT development. Wholly owned by the SAR Government, its goal is to develop Hong Kong into the region's preeminent cyber city. In order to further promote cooperation and exchange between Hong Kong and the rest of the world, the SAR Government is also funding the establishment of Science Park, dedicated to the research and development of high-tech and applied technology.

82.
Building infrastructure for the 21st century

Building new infrastructure is necessary not only to meet the demands of a growing population, but also to support Hong Kong's developing economy and trade. The SAR Government therefore continues to make massive investments in infrastructure including railway systems, New Town districts, and highway construction.

83.
Developing New Town districts

The West Kowloon Reclamation Project created approximately 340 acres of new land and will provide housing for a projected population of 190,000 people. The SAR Government plans to establish a waterfront cultural district at the southern tip of the project that will combine culture, art, leisure, and commerce.

84.
Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western Corridor

The Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western Corridor is the fourth vehicular route to link Hong Kong and the Mainland.

The Mainland and Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) was officially signed in Hong Kong in June of 2003. According to the agreement, products manufactured in Hong Kong and exported to the Mainland will be exempt from tariffs, and the Mainland market will be opened to a number of Hong Kong service sectors. CEPA will be instrumental in facilitating investment and trade between Hong Kong and the Mainland.

85.
Hong Kong SAR Chief Executive Donald Tsang (right) tours the Mainland

"…there is all the more reason for Hong Kong to develop into a cosmopolitan city … that can play an important role in the peaceful development of our country, and can also exert a positive international influence." 

"Proactive Pragmatic Always People First"

Policy Address to the Hong Kong Legislative Council 

by Donald Tsang, October 11, 2006

86.
Hong Kong – a better tomorrow
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