Urban Rail Transit of China
Along with China’s rapid development of economy, the city scale and population increase day by day. The safe, rapid, accessible and low-pollution rail transit becomes an important method to solve the urban traffic jam of in China. Nowadays, China is in the booming period of rail transit construction, which makes China become the biggest urban rail transit market. 
China’s urban rail transit dates back to 1908. After the first tram put to use in Shanghai, Dalian, Beijing, Tianjin, Shenyang, Harbin, Changchun and other cities built trams. At that time, trams played an important role in urban public traffic. However, at the end of 1950s, the old trams were eliminated in China’s big cities except for several lines in Dalian and Changchun. 
Beijing Subway Line 1 was open to traffic on Oct. 1, 1969, which was the first modern urban rail transit system and ended up China’s history of no subway. Up to now, rail transit systems are set up and put to operation in 11 cities, such as Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin, Guangzhou, Changchun, Dalian, Shenzhen, Huhan, Nanjing, etc, which has a total length of 621 kilometers. In addition, the rail transit systems are under construction in 12 cities with a total length of 837 kilometers. 
China’s urban rail transit mainly consists of subway, light rail and suburban railway. Generally, the passenger transport capacity of rail transit is 2.5 times to 4 times than bus. The rapid of light rail and subway is 2 times to 4 times than bus. 
Urban rail transit not only enables people to enjoy the rapid and convenient transport, but also changes people’s living style. With rail transit, people’s measuring standard of distance will change. The spatial distance will be changed to the accurate time distance. Rail shortens the distance between urban areas and suburban areas, and the rapid subway enable people to work in the down town and live in the suburb. 
China’s urban rail transit is changing people’s lives, and at the same time, it is developing continuously. From the single subway to the diversified and three-dimensional urban light rail, suburban railway and intercity railway, from steam engine driven to electrified rails and Maglev, China’s urban rail transit technique is improved in a continuous manner. The development of rail transit in China is entering into the prime period now, and there will be over 1,500 kilometers rails put to operation by 2010 with a total investment of over RMB 500 billion. 
Explanation of photos:

01. Subway Line 5, the 1st Phase of Subway Line 10 (including the Olympic Branch Line), Airport Line and other 3 new rail transit lines with a total length of 143 kilometers shall be completed in Beijing before 2008 Olympic Games. Three more suburban railways shall be built in Beijing, and then the total length of rail transit shall be over 300 kilometers in Beijing. After the completion of 19 rail transit lines, a rail transit network shall be formed in Beijing. At that time, citizens can get to a subway station every 500 to 800 meters inside the 4th ring road. 
02. Shanghai Maglev Train was open to traffic on Mar. 15, 2002. Being the first commercial operation Maglev Train all over the world, it is a great collection of urban traffic, tour and sightseeing. Shanghai Maglev Train is 31.17 km-long with a design speed of 505 km/hr and an operation speed of 430 km/hr. 
03. The 21.72 km-long Nanjing Subway Line 1 was put to operation in 2005, which made Nanjing become the 6th city that has subway system in China. This photo shows on the Christmas Eve, staffs of Nanjing Subway Corporation are giving gifts to passengers acting as Santa, in order to appreciate their support to subway. 
04. Chongqing rail transit lines were open to traffic in 2005. It is one of the first 10 major projects of western development program of China. This monorail traffic system stretches for 14.35 kilometers with most sectors running on the elevated rails and other running on the underground rails, which has the unique characteristics of the Mountain City (another name of Chongqing, named for its topographic feature). 
05. Stretching for 40.3 kilometers, the Line 3 of Shanghai rail transit has 29 stations, which makes it become the longest line with most stations in Shanghai. Line 3 connects Shanghai down town and Baoshan---the steel base of China, which is the main artery running through northeast Shanghai to southwest. This photo shows a female driver is driving one of a train running on Line 3. 
06. The 27.3 km-long Airport Line of Beijing Subway is planned to be put to trial operation on July 1, 2008. The maximum testing speed is as high as 118km/hr. Airport Line of Beijing Subway is the supporting project of 2008 Olympics mainly serves the airline passengers, which is planned to be put to trail operation without passenger on April 1, 2008. The training for Olympic volunteers begins, and during the Olympics, stewards of Airport Line can speak in three different languages. 
07. The theme of the subway station in the south gate of Beijing Olympic Forest Park is “White Forest”. Besides 32 bole-shaped pillars, illumination devices are equipped in the gaps of branches, which make the platform look as if the forest under sunshine. In addition, there are many stainless steel made leaves dotted on the ground to add more interests. 
08. Many characteristics of Chinese traditional architecture were integrated into the design of the interchange station of Beijing Subway Line 5 and Line 2 
09. The Phase I project of Shenzhen subway was put to traffic in Dec. 2004. A rail transit network with a total length of 177 kilometers shall be formed with 5 subway lines in Shenzhen up to 2011. This photo shows the beautiful Window of World Subway Station. 
10. This photo shows one of the stations of Beijing Subway that looks like a glass cocoon. Along with the extending of subway, the housing price along the line increases rapidly. The rapid development of rail transit plays a significant role in pulling real estate. 
11. The first elevated rail transit line in China---Shanghai Pearl Line has a total length of 24.975 kilometers and 19 stations, among which 16 stations are elevated stations. 
12. Beijing Xizhimen parking lot is always full of private cars, for many citizens park their car and change subway to go to work. New bicycle parks are built on many subway stations to enable citizens who ride bikes to change subway. 
13. Dalian is the city preserves most trams and keeps best operation of trams in mainland China. Trams have become one of the feature tourist resources in Dalian. At present, Dalian has 3 tram lines with a total length of about 10 kilometers running through the east of old down town to the west, which enable trams to be the vehicles for many citizens. This photo shows the newly-made old style trams. 
14. The intellectual integrated information system for rail transit is put to trial operation in Shanghai subway stations in Jan. 2008. Passengers can inquire about the detailed interchange lines, the crowding status of various lines and the living facilities around stations with this system. 
15. This photo shows in Feb. 2006, a subway collective wedding ceremony is held in Nanjing, Jiangsu, on Lantern Festival, 12 new couples is getting on their wedding subway to let passengers share their happy occasion. 
16. The 19.15 km-long Line 2 of Chongqing rail transit is one of the 10 major projects of western development program of China. The elevated straddle type monorail traffic system is employed for Line 2, which features in small radius of turning circle and strong climbing capacity. It is designed for environmental protection and the special topographic feature of Chongqing. The completion of Line 2 plays an important role in leading passenger flow and developing the economy along the line 
 17. At present, there are 8 rail transit lines, 163 stations and 17 interchange stations in Shanghai, with a total operation length of 230 kilometers. This photo shows the interchange hub of Shanghai rail transit---People’s Square Station. 
18. In 2008, Chinese character “Fu” and spring festival scrolls were pasted in the stations of Beijing Subway Line 5, which enable passengers to experience the strong atmosphere of Chinese Lunar New Year. 
19. This photo shows Zhou Songgang (left) --- the president of Hong Kong MTR Corporation and Don Robinson (right) --- the CEO of Hong Kong Disneyland are presiding over the opening ceremony of the 1st Disneyland Resort Line in the world in Apr. 2005. The Disneyland Resort Line (DRL) provides rail shuttle service between Sunny Bay Station and Disneyland Resort Station. Passengers can enjoy the wonderful experience during the 3.5 min traveling. 
20. Beijing 2008 Olympic Games is getting closer day by day, the Olympic elements become important decorations for Beijing subway. 
21. This photo shows the newly-installed platform screen door in a subway station in Beijing to protect passengers in a more efficient way. Subway Company makes great efforts to provide safe, rapid and comfortable services to passengers according to the reasonable requirements of the public, at the same time, improves service facilities and accessible standard to meet the requirements of disabled and old people.
22. Taipei Mass Rapid Transit System in Taiwan, China, is the 1st mass rapid transit system in Taiwan, which connects Taipei and other areas in Taipei County. The rapid transit system has elevated, underground and at-graded three forms and 7 lines in brown, red, orange, green, blue, yellow and purple. 
