Welcome to Beijing
The 29th Olympic Games shall be opened on Aug. 8, 2008 in Beijing, the capital of China. Seven years ago, when the International Olympic Committee declared Beijing’s successful bid to host the 29th Olympic Games, China promised: the Olympic Games gives China an opportunity, China will give a big surprise to the world. Now, China is fulfilling this promise seriously. 
In the spirit of three concepts of “environment-friendly Olympics, technology-empowered Olympics and culture-enriched Olympics”, China is carrying out widely international cooperation and attracting worldwide talents in an unprecedented open manner to make every effort to hold a distinctive and high-level Olympic Games.
The main stadium of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games “Bird's Nest” was completed on June 28, 2008. Till then, 37 competition venues including “Bird’s Nest”and “Water Cube”, and 45 training venues in Beijing have been completed. Various programs for city operation and security are almost ready, besides the newly-built Olympic bus stations, subway lines and venue roads, the 285.7-kilometer long Olympic traffic reserved lanes has been set aside for Olympic vehicles and put to use from Jul. 20, 2008. Beijing’s environment quality has been improved in an all-around way. The index of four pollutants, namely, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide and inhalable particulate matter shall achieve the guidelines of National Standard and World Health Organization to ensure the good air quality during Olympics. 100,000 games-time volunteers, 400,000 city volunteers and over 1,000,000 social volunteers begin to work in succession. The Main Press Center for the Beijing Olympics, International Broadcast Centre and 2008 Beijing International Media Center have been formally opened for media from all over the world. Olympic security has been in order and Olympic security forces layout has been completed. From Jul. 20, 2008, special check has been conducted for 19 airports in China. Moreover, the full dress rehearsals have been held for Opening and Closing ceremonies of Olympics and Paralympics in “Bird’s Nest”, which are directed by a famous Chinese director Zhang Yimou. 
All competition venues, training venues, news centers, customs and immigration, hotels, accommodation, finance services, medical examination, entertainment and transportation related to Beijing Olympics have been equipped with complete and high-tech facilities, they are safe and reliable. Many facilities have been tested and checked for over 1 year. Everything in the host city and co-host cities of the Olympics is ready to welcome athletes, heads of government, spectators and visitors with open arms, in order to achieve “One World One Dream”. 
Beijing Olympic Games shall not only embody the Olympic spirit of “Faster, Higher, Stronger”, but also shall hold various international cultural activities to promote the mutual understanding and communication between different countries (regions), nationalities and cultures, to enable people to enjoy the happiness brought about by the Olympics. 
Explanation of Photos:
01. Located in the south of the central area of Beijing National Olympic Green, National Stadium “Bird’s Nest” is the main stadium of the 29th Beijing Olympic Games. It covers an area of 21 hectares, among which the building area is 258,000 square meters. There are some 91,000 seats inside the stadium. It is the landmark architecture of Beijing even the whole world. This photo shows the gorgeous sky above the “Bird’s Nest” on Jul. 16, 2008. It was the 1st rehearsal of setting off fireworks.
02. Located in the northwest of Olympic Green, Beijing Olympic Village is adjacent to the Olympic Park in the north and adjacent to the main complex in the south. It covers an area of 66 hectares and consists of residential area and international area. It shall accommodate over 16,800 athletes, coaches and officers from various delegations during Beijing Olympics. The per capita living area shall be more than 22 square meters at that time.
03. Qingdao Olympic Sailing Center of the 29th Olympic Games is located on Qingdao's Fushan Bay in China's Shangdong Province. The beautiful Center covers a total area of 45 hectares, among which there are some 30 hectares shall be used for Olympic sailing events. From Aug. 9 to Aug. 23, Olympic sailing events shall be held here in Qingdao. 
04. Equestrian has a long history in Hong Kong, and therefore, Hong Kong boasts complete facilities for Equestrian events and rich experience in hosting various matches. There are two venues for the Equestrian events of the 2008 Olympic Games: the Jumping and Dressage events will take place at Shatin; the Cross-Country test of the Eventing competition will take place at Beas River. 
05. The National Aquatics Center, nicknamed the "Water Cube" located in the Olympic Park which is in the southern part of the central area of Beijing. It is the competition venue of swimming, diving and synchronized swimming during Olympics and Paralympics. Its games-time construction area is 79,532 square meters, containing 4,000 permanent seats. This architecture becomes the classic in the 100 years history of Olympic architectures for its crystal appearance, wonderful design, complicated and free structure, simple model and green and advanced technology. 
06. Terminal 3 at Beijing Capital International Airport was broken earth on Mar. 28, 2004 with a total investment of RMB 25 billion. It covers an area of 986,000 square meters, which equals to 170 football fields and is the largest single terminal in the world. It can satisfy the expected rapid growth in the number of passengers during the Olympics. This photo shows the night scene of the Terminal 3 at Beijing Capital International Airport. 
07. Shenyang Olympic Stadium is the venue for football preliminaries of the 29th Olympic Games, which is located in Shenyang, a city in northeast China. It covers an area of 253,700 square meters and has a capacity for 60,000 spectators. The exterior of the Stadium is in milk white and designed as a crystal crown. 
08. In Beijing Olympic Green, a sculpture of five girls holding torches on hand to represent Olympic Five Rings and Bird’s Nest integrate perfectly to welcome the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. 
09. Before the Opening ceremony of the Beijing Olympic Games, the Torch Relay is carried out in various areas in China after passing through the world, which strengthens Chinese people’s sense of Olympics, in order to provide strong basis of public participation and support for Beijing Olympic Games. This photo shows Chinese diving athletes Guo Jinjin and Wang Feng running the last torch relay in Jinan Province together. 
10. BHP Billiton China President Clinton Dines (Left) handed over gold, silver and bronze medals of Beijing Olympic to Vice President of the Beijing Organizing Committee for the Olympic Games (BOCOG) Jiang Xiaoyu on Jul. 3, 2008, which means the total 6,000 medals of Beijing Olympics and Paralympics have been finished. The jade inside “Gold and jade” is made from Kunlun Jade---a precious stone from Kunlun Mountains in northwest China's Qinghai Province.
11. Beijing Municipal Center for Food Safety Monitoring will be in charge of the safety inspection and monitoring of all Olympic food during the Olympics. This photo shows staffs of the Center are inspecting alcohols. 
12. Beijing Municipal Environmental Protection Bureau has started the monitoring of Olympic environment quality on Aug. 16, 2007. The environment quality monitoring shall be conducted during the whole period of 2008 Olympic Games. 
13. From Jul. 1, 2008, about 400,000 city volunteers have provided information consultation service, emergency aid and translation service to all the Olympic family members, citizens and etc in 200 volunteer service stations for Olympics. The services provided by city volunteers shall be lasted for 100 days. 
14. On Jul. 17, 2008, Beijing Olympic Games victory ceremony costumes were unveiled in Beijing at the night. Five series of costumes, including “Blue and White Porcelain” series, Sapphire blue series, Chinese scholar tree's green series, “Jade White series” and Pink series fully reflect Chinese factors.
15. The new constructed China Central Television Station looks grand and imposing under the sky. The main building has 2 towers with 234 meter-high 52 floors and 194 meter-high 44 floors, and these 2 towers are connected by a 56 meter-high and 18,000 ton-weight cantilever steel construction with 14 floors. It covers an area of 473,000 square meters. This project is an important supporting project for the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, which shall undertake the report and rebroadcast functions during the Olympics. 
16. Beijing is dotted with flowers everywhere for the 29th Summer Olympics. A set of parterres for showing Olympic Mascots playing various Events are established in Beijing Ditan Park---an ancient garden. The lovely “Fuwa” and newly-painted Pailou (decorated archway) create a beautiful scene and happy atmosphere for Olympics.
17. Beijing Subway Line 10 (Phase I), Olympic Extension and Airport Express Line were put to use on Jul. 19, 2008, which brings Beijing subway system to 200 kilometers of tracks with 8 rail lines and means the preliminary accomplishment of Beijing rail transit network. As the supporting project, Beijing Capital International Airport Line enables passengers to get to the public transport hub in downtown for transferring from the airport in 11 minutes. 
18. Main streets in Beijing have been equipped with traffic signs for Olympic venues for leading vehicles to various competition venues easily. Traffic signs shall provide exact and convenient traffic guidance for all the Olympic family members and worldwide visitors. 
19. Special Weapons And Tactics begin to conduct armed patrol in the three Terminals at Beijing Capital International Airport. This photo shows the 1st armed patrol in Beijing Capital International Airport. Their major task is to strengthen the anti-terrorism vigilance during Beijing Olympic Games, and to respond and treat incidents in the Terminals to guarantee the security during Olympics. 
20. Wheelchair accessible taxies have been put to use in Beijing on Jul. 1, 2008. As the Olympic Games becoming closer and closer, Beijing shall fulfill its promise of being an accessible city. 
21. The human-oriented Beijing Olympic Village not only has polyclinics, restaurants, multi-functional libraries, entertainment centers, exercise rooms and other relevant facilities, but also set up prayer rooms for various religions for respecting the religious beliefs of people from all over the world. 
22. The Main Press Center (MPC) for the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games formally opened on Jul. 8, 2008. It is the headquarters of accredited writers and photographers during the 29th Summer Olympics and it is also the headquarters of BOCOG’s press operations. At that time, the MPC shall provide 24-hour facilities, information and other relevant services for 5,600 accredited journalists from around the world. It shall be the MPC for the Beijing 2008 Paralympics after that. 
