Beijing is Running toward 2008 Olympics
Aug. 8, 2008 is getting closer day by day. At that day, the 29th Olympic Games shall be opened in Beijing. And then, the Paralympic Games shall be held in Beijing during Sep. 6 to Sep. 17, 2008. At present, Beijing is making great efforts to prepare for these two International sports games. 
Olympic Mascot “Fuwa”, Paralympic Mascot “Funiu”, Olympic Torch, Medals and Stamps have appeared publicly, and the Olympic Torch relay route has been fixed too. 
There are 31 new, existing and temporary competition venues for 2008 Beijing Olympics are under construction, some of which have been completed already. Various test events are held one after another. Departments for athletes, coaches and other accompanying officials in the Olympic Village show their embryonic forms at present. The Beijing Olympic Press Center that provides services for worldwide news media has been completed. In addition, Olympic post offices and Olympic Village fire squadrons have been set up. All these shall provide safe and convenience services for the Olympics. 
Chinese athletes are getting ready for creating good records in 2008 Olympics, Olympic volunteers are joining in various trainings to prepare for providing services, Beijing Organizing Committee for the Olympic Games (BOCOG) is carrying out its work in an orderly way and all Chinese people are looking forward to 2008 Beijing Olympic Games with unprecedented passion and in all kinds of ways. 
Torenia fournieri, Callistephus chinensis, Zinnia angustifolia HBK and other flowers are selected as Olympic flowers, and we believe that the very beautiful flowers shall make the Olympic venues much more charming at that time. Olympic weather control system shall conduct manual intervention to weather by high-tech methods, in order to guarantee fine weather during the opening and closing ceremonies. Wind power generation shall supply clean energy for Olympic venues…
China is ready for the 29th 2008 Beijing Olympic Games with its brand new image of Green Olympics, High-tech Olympics and People's Olympics. 
Explanation of Photos:
1. Photo taken on Aug. 8, 2007 shows the Grand celebration marking one-year countdown to the 2008 Olympic Games in Tian’anmen Square. International Olympic Committee (IOC) President Jacques Rogge presents Beijing 2008 Olympic Games invitation letters to various National Olympic Committees (NOCs). This is the first time that IOC chose to perform this ceremony in the host city. 
2. More than seven million tickets are available for Beijing 2008 Olympic Games from April 15, 2007. The Official Website of Beijing 2008 Olympic Games is presenting live broadcast for it. 
 

3. BOCOG 'One-stop' for services is launched on July 1, 2007. Thomas Scocca, a reporter from the New York Observer, gets his temporary driver's license from an officer from Beijing Municipal Public Security Bureau only 24 hours after submitting the application.

4. This photo shows a night view of the National Stadium, dubbed the "Bird's Nest" in Beijing June 30, 2007, which is finished on electricity. As the main stadium of the 29th Olympics, the National Stadium is scheduled to host the opening and closing ceremonies and the final matches of track and field, football and others during the Olympics and to host International and domestic sports games and cultural activities and entertainment after the Olympics. 
5. On July 3, 2007, an “Olympic Dream Team” consists of Yao Ming, Guo Jingjing, Wang Liqing, Zhao Ruirui and other popular sports stars recommend the Beijing Olympic torch bearers in Beijing. 
6. Representatives of 56 nationalities in China are flying a 100 meter-long Fuwa kite in front of China Ethnic Culture Park in Beijing to celebrate the 400-day countdown of the Olympics. 
7. In July, 2007, 500 volunteers join in the Olympic city volunteer training classes in Beijing to learn the general knowledge about Olympic and the first aid skills. 
8. English classes are held in communities for Beijing Olympics. In early 2004, Leonardo, a 20 years old South African young man became one of the first batch of community voluntary teachers. 
9. On Aug. 8, 2007, the time of one-year countdown of Beijing Olympics, two 13 years old twin sisters who are good at kicking shuttlecock, are showing their unique skills in front of Olympic Landscape Sculptures in China Millennium Monument. 
10. On July 13, 2004, 3 years after the successful bid for the Olympics, joyful scene presented in the square of China Millennium Monument. 2008 Beijing Paralympics emblem unveiling ceremony and the 2nd Beijing 2008 Olympic Cultural Festival closing ceremony was held there. 
11. Mascots for Beijing Olympic were officially unveiled on Nov. 11, 2005. These five personated images are called “Fuwas”, with the name of Beibei, Jingjing, Huanhuan, Yingying and Nini to embody the characteristics of Fish, Panda, Olympic Flame, Tibetan Antelope and Swallow. When you put their names together---Bei Jing Huan Ying Ni, which means "Welcome to Beijing". 
12. In 2006, a special English party was held in a community in Beijing. The oldest performer was 80 years old. Beijing citizens are studying English hard to communicate with foreigners who will come to Beijing for Olympics. 
13. On Jan. 15, 2007, the 29th Olympics held the setting up ceremony of International police liaison department and the website of Security Command Center. This liaison department shall communicate and cooperate with the police departments of various countries and regions regarding the security work of Beijing Olympics, set up proper mechanism and strengthen the International cooperation of Olympic security intelligence and information. 
14. The No. 5 line of Beijing Subway was put to trial operation in July 2007. Running through the south and north of Beijing, the 27.6 kilometer-long No. 5 line is the main artery of Beijing rail traffic. Beijing shall open new urban railways before the Olympics to improve the situation of road traffic. 
15. On July 22, 2007, one of the key construction projects of Olympics named Beijing Guanting Reservoir wind farm---the first large-scale wind farm in Beijing began the installation of the first wind turbine. And then, there will be 33 wind turbines stand to the south of Guangting Reservoir. It is estimated that the total installed capacity shall be 5 MW by the end of 2007. Wind power generation shall be the important part for the green power of Beijing 2008 Olympics. At that time, the power of 20% of Olympic venues shall be supplied by wind. 
16. In July 2007, health inspection departments from 18 districts and counties held a drilling for public health emergency during Beijing Olympics. This photo shows several personnel are searching for under-ground pollution with high-tech equipment, in order to find out the source of water pollution accurately and duly. 
17. "102008"--- Beijing Olympic precinct Zip officially opened on Aug. 1, 2007, and will be expired on Sep. 30, 2007. The exclusive use of Olympic precinct Zip include: Beijing Olympic Building, headquarters hotels for Olympic family, headquarters hotel for Paralympic family, Olympic Village and Olympic cluster. 
18. On April 9, 2007, BOCOG officially launched the "Olympic Families Tour Beijing" campaign. BOCOG presented Fuwa---the Olympic Mascot to Mr. Janusz Tatera ---the head of the Consular Section of the Polish Embassy and his daughter and wife who were the first Olympic family registered for the program on the organizers' official website during the ceremony.

19. To accurately evaluate traffic flow’s impact on cleanliness, Beijing made motor vehicles drive according to the odd and even of registration numbers in separate days from Aug. 17 to Aug. 20, 2007. As a result, the number of running vehicles decreased for over 1.3 million, and then the air quality turned better. 
20. As the test event of Beijing Olympics, the International Eventing Competition was held in Hongkong Sha Tin Racecourse in Aug. 2007. Hongkong Jockey Club invested over 800million HKD to build the Equestrian Venues and supporting facilities for Beijing Olympics and Paralympics in Sha Tin. 
21. “2007 World Rowing Junior Championships” was held at the Shunyi Olympic Rowing-Canoeing Park, Beijing in Aug. 2007. A series of test events are carried out in an all around way when there is about one year before Beijing Olympics. Test events are held not only for testing the newly-built venues, but also for testing the organization, security, volunteers, weather and transport services and others. 
22. Food distribution carts that specially made for Beijing Olympics officially revealed in July 2007. Refrigerators and a set of instant heating equipment are equipped for such carts. Meanwhile, Beijing Olympic food safety control system was launched, in order to dynamically control Olympic food companies and their vendors.
