China is Earnestly Preparing for Beijing 2008 Olympic Games 

The night of July 13, 2001 is a delighted and sleepless night for 1.3 billion Chinese people, on that night Beijing won the right to host the 29th Olympic Games in 2008. 

Give China an opportunity and she will reward the world with a pleasant surprise. Holding such a belief, China’s government and Chinese people do their best to prepare for the Olympic Games.

Having been making preparation for 2008 Olympic Games for 5 years, China has realized every prescheduled aim and has established a reliable basis for hosting “characteristic and high level” Olympic Games. The construction of the Olympic venues proceeds smoothly. The new Olympic venues are under construction, and most of the Olympic venues subject to reconstruction and expansion are also under construction. Besides, the construction of related facilities is carried out as scheduled.

There will be 28 programs of sports, 38 disciplines and 302 events in the 2008 Olympic Games. At present, the daily competition schedule and the unit competition schedule have already been approved by the International Olympic Committee.

Moreover, the Sailing Committee (Qingdao) of the Beijing Organizing Committee for the Games of the XXIX Olympiad and the 4 contest areas for football preliminary contests respectively in Tianjin, Shanghai, Shenyang and Qinhuangdao have also been established, and the preparatory work in every city has been in progress in an all-round manner. It has been determined by the International Olympic Committee that in 2008 Olympic Games the equestrian sport competition will be hosted in Hong Kong instead of Beijing. Hong Kong Equestrian Committee of Beijing Organizing Committee was officially established on October 5, 2005 and then the preparatory work for equestrian sport competition has been started.
Hosting the Olympic Games is a huge social project. In addition to the concrete facilities, it requires more intangible works. Through the government’s organization and mobilization and the zealous participation of masses, “2008 Beijing Olympic Games” has become the word that is deeply rooted among the people.

Beijing’s success in winning the right to host the 2008 Olympic Games shows the whole nation’s support to Beijing, and the world’s recognition of and trust in Beijing.  According to the Olympics tenets, Beijing has proposed the concepts of “environment-friendly Olympics, technology-empowered Olympics and culture-enriched Olympics”.

Chinese Olympic Committee takes environmental protection as the first consideration in the planning and construction of Olympic infrastructures and facilities. The People’s Government of Beijing Municipality are enacting strict ecological environment standards and systematic guarantee systems for every field, using various environment-friendly technologies and means, enhancing the social awareness of environmental protection, and preparing meticulously in order to present a high-tech sport. Furthermore, 2008 Beijing Olympic Games will be a culture-enriched Olympics. It will popularize the Olympic spirits and deepen the understanding, trust and friendships among peoples all over the world. The People’s Government of Beijing Municipality will adhere to the “people first” and “athlete-centered” principle, and create an environment filled with humane care, rendering a full range of quality services to guests and friends all over the world. 

 “One world one dream”, the slogan of Beijing Olympic Games, demonstrates human’s good wish. China is preparing for welcoming the athletes and friends all over the world and it is striving to give a pleasant surprise to the world.

Explanation of Photos:
01.
At 18:00 on September 21, 2004, the countdown board for the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games was formally started in front of the National Museum, at all times reminding people of the days from the start of Beijing 2008 Olympic Games.
02.
On June 5, 2005, Rogge, President of the International Olympic Committee, attended the launching ceremony of the recruitment for volunteers of the Beijing Olympic Games in Beijing.
03.
On May 6, 2006, the person taking charge of the construction projects for the 2008 Olympic Games was displaying the main Olympic venues--the model of the Olympic Stadium to the members of the International Olympic Committee in Beijing.

04.
On April 16, 2006, Beijing Organizing Committee for the Olympic Games (BOCOG) issued engagement letters to the key staff for the opening and closing ceremony of the 29th Olympic Games. The photograph shows that the appointed Chinese director Zhang Yimou and American director Steven Spielberg and some other people visited the National Stadium--the “Bird’s Nest” model.

05.
On the evening of 11 November 2005, BOCOG announced the Olympic mascot, the so-called “Five Children of Good Fortune”—“Beibei”, “Jingjing”, “Huanhuan”, “Yingying”, and “Nini”. Linking up their Chinese names in turn means “Beijing welcomes you”.

06. On May 23, 2006, accompanied by BOCOG President Liu Qi, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan and his wife visited the main venue of the 2008 Olympic Games--National Stadium project in Beijing, which is now under construction. Annan highly appraised the design and construction work of Beijing Olympic stadiums.

07.
Qinhuangdao Olympic Stadium is the sports venue that is first completed and put into use in Beijing 2008 Olympic Games.

08.
The National Swimming Center under construction –“Water Cube”.

09.
As the Olympic facilities, the terminal building of the third runway and the third runway were being built in the Capital Airport on July 5, 2006. After completion, the Capital Airport will be able to meet the transport needs of the Olympic Games, and it will also become a major aviation hub in Northeast Asia.

10.
Campaign of Embracing 2008 Organized by the Current Affairs Paper for Middle School Students was launched on April 14, 2006. 2008 young people were standing in the playground of a secondary school in Beijing with colorful flowers in their hands and formed the emblem of Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, namely a Chinese Seal, the Dancing Beijing.

11.
On June 23, 2006, the International Exhibition of 2008 Olympic Games Landscape Sculpture was held in Wangfujing Street in Beijing. More than 270 pieces of sculpture displayed on the exhibition interpreted the Olympic spirits from different angles.
12.
On July 21, 2006, the leading volunteers serving the 11th Women’s Softball Championship entered Beijing Fengtai women’s softball contest field and started job training at the scene. The training would provide Beijing 2008 Olympic Games with beneficial experiences in the training of volunteers.

13.
The ceremony of issuing the emblem of Beijing 2008 Olympic Games was held in Beijing Tiantan Park on the evening of August 3, 2003.

14.
On June 5, 2005, the Chief Executive of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China, ZenYinquan (the second from the left) and the International Olympic Committee President, Rogge (the fifth from the right) jointly presided the counting-down ceremony of Beijing Olympic Games in Hong Kong Shatian Racecourse, celebrating Hong Kong’s becoming the host city for equestrian sport competition of 2008 Olympic Games.

15.
On October 18, 2003, the ceremony of discharging the carrying goods in the recovery module of China’s “Shenzhou V” manned spacecraft was held in Beijing. China’s first astronaut Yang Liwei and BOCOG President Liu Qi jointly demonstrated the emblem banner of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games carried by the spacecraft and returned from space.

16.
On July 31, 2006, “Beijing Olympic Games commemorating silver disk” was unveiled by a commemorative coin company in Qingdao. The disk was engraved with some ancient sport motifs such as the “Warring States fishing and hunting grain”, “equestrianism picture”, etc. Of which, the silver disk weighing one kilogram is the world’s largest commemorating silver disk ever issued officially. The total number of this kind of disks issued was 2008.

17.
On the morning of August 8, 2006, about 100 Beijing residents and students of nearby primary and secondary schools were gathering in the Olympic Community Park to participate in a specially organized activity—“100 People Chattering Diabolo Morning Exercises”, to commemorate the second anniversary of the countdown for the Beijing Olympics. 

18.
On January 24, 2006, the Beijing Olympic English Association and one community held a special English entertaining get-together. The picture shows that the residents holding the brands written with English blessing words, which add jubilant atmosphere to the get-together.

19.
On June 23, 2006, the opening ceremony of the fourth “Beijing 2008” Olympic Cultural Festival was held at the Great Wall, which marked that 28 programs of sports with the theme of the Olympic Games would start in succession.

20.
On April 29, 2006, Beijing started the first session youth Domino Competition and held the Domino performances with the theme of “Welcoming the Olympics”.

21.
On April 27, 2006, the launching ceremonial of the combat training for Beijing Olympic security was held at Beijing Police College, which marks the Olympic security training has entirely entered the stage of actual combat training. What the picture shows is the Xuelang Armed Police Force Commando’s tactical formation drilling.

22.
On August 7, 2006, BOCOG issued the sport icon of Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, which includes a total of 35 icons that make use of the strokes of the ancient Chinese seal script as basic forms, showing the distinctive characteristics of sports, the elegant beauty of sports and rich cultural connotations.
