China’s Rich and Colorful Intangible Cultural Heritages

As an ancient cultural country with vast territories and numerous nationalities, China creates and forms colorful intangible cultural heritage in the long history. They are carried forward and developed via the transmission of folk artists and the social public for thousands of years. 

Majorities of China’s intangible cultural heritages are derived from nature worship, totem belief, rites and sacrifice offering, exorcising ghosts eliminate disasters, productive labor, love and marriage and ancient wars. Along with the political unity, the social stability and the economical development，they gradually evolved into artistic enjoyment and cultural life featured by folk festival, cultural exchange, recreation and game, beautification and decoration, collection and appreciation and cultivation of temperament. 

China’s intangible cultural heritages are the crystallization of the Chinese nation’s intelligence. They are combined and developed into an external mark and internal characteristic of the Chinese nation. They enrich Chinese culture, and are important components of the world cultural treasury and human common property. 

The rapid development of the modern scientific and technological civilization causes severe challenge to the protection and conservation for intangible cultural heritages. China’s government and non-government are jointly making great efforts to salvage, systematically sort, and further study China’s intangible cultural heritages and enact laws to protect them, and achievements are continuously obtained. 
Explanation of Pictures 
1.
Dragon Boat Festival

Dragon Boat Festival has a history of over two thousand years in China. On the day, people race dragon boats, eat glutinous rice dumpling, drink yellow wine and wear perfume bags. Over 2200 years ago, the famous poet Qu Yuan sorrowfully died for his country by plunging himself in a river due to occupation of his country and inability to realize his patriotic political ambitions, his homeland people were unwilling to part with this sage official and gifted scholar and rowed boats to pursue after him in succession, and threw hot cooked glutinous rice dumplings covered with reed leaves into the river to attract fish and crabs so as to protect the body of Qu Yuan. This story is the origin of the subsequent dragon boat race. 

2.
Kunqu opera

Kunqu opera is an ancient drama with complete system in China, originated from Kunshan, Jiangsu Province, and has a history of over 600 years, and the earliest ancestor of China’s existing operas. In May 2001, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization listed it in the first batch of “the magnum opus of human nuncupative and non-material inheritance”. 

3.
Seven-stringed Chinese harp

Seven-stringed Chinese harp has a history of at least three thousand years. It is the earliest seven-stringed plucking instrument, it can produce deep, sweet, melodious and agreeable tones, and the literatures in connection with such harp are numerous and produce far-reaching influence. Seven-stringed Chinese harp had the highest status in the artistic activities of the ancient Chinese, and took the first among the four arts of the Chinese scholars “harp, chess, calligraphy and painting”. On November 2003, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization listed it in “the magnum opus of human nuncupative and non-material inheritance”. 

4.
Muqam

“Muqam” is a musical of Urgur Nationality in Xinjiang, China. Twelve Muqam is twelve sets of grand pieces, and eat set of grand piece is composed of many little pieces. It is a classic Urgur culture integrating music, dance and poem, and has been passed on for thousands of years by folk artists, and is praised as a “Chinese Treasure” and “Brilliant Pearl of Silk Road”. On November 2005, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization listed it in the third batch of “Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity”. 

5.
Walking on stilts

In the Spring Festival, many places of China hold a recreational folk festival dance, namely walking on stilts. Stilts occurred over two thousand years ago. Dancers attach long wood stilts to feet and walk and dance, even jump, split legs, make sword dance, walk across desks, and do yangko dances, just like walk on flat land. Stilts are divided into high stilts, medium-height stilts and running stilts and the highest stilts are over three meters long. 

6.
Cross talk
Cross talk is a talking and singing art, has a history of two hundred years in China, and is mainly performed by two persons. Generally, cross talk actors have the basic skills in terms of talking, imitating, amusing and singing. The main feature of cross talk is the skillful use of language and dialects. It is humorous, renders numerous laughing stocks and summarizes that talking is an art of singing. 

7.
Marionette

Marionette is called as “puppet play”, derived from Qin-Han and Jin-Tang periods, and popular in Quanzhou since Jin and Tang dynasties. Quanzhou marionette is the only type of marionette show with its own genre’s music, namely “Tune of Puppetry”, and up to now Quanzhou still keeps over three hundred tunes. 

8.
Peking opera

Peking opera is a quintessence of China and formed in Beijing. Up to now, it has a history of about 160 years. Peking opera is called as “Oriental Opera” and is a special genre of drama integrating singing, dancing, music, painting, literature, props, setting etc, and has high art status in China. One of the major characteristics of Peking opera is facial make-up, which is derived from the religious and dance masks in the far ancient times, represents the personality, character, role, status and fate of different persons with different colors and patterns, and becomes a special arts. 

9.
Ansai Waist Drum 

Ansai waist drum has a long history. Drum was an alarming device in Qin-Han period, as well as a carrier for encouraging morale and celebrating triumph, and later it was evolved into a musical instrument for recreation on festivals and daily cultural performance competition among people. Ansai Waist Drum is divided into “Wengu” and “Wugu”, “Wengu” beats easy and free, “Wugu” beats vehement and unconstrained. The performance of Ansai waist drum has become an art with various forms and a series of skills and trick, and its international performances receive high praise. 

10.
Kite

Kite is derived in China, its history can be traced back to the Spring and Autumn and Warring States Period (over two thousand years ago). The ancients used wood to make flyable “wood gledes” as per the shape of birds due to wars. Subsequently flying kites became a folk cultural recreation and fitness activity. Kite art is a comprehensive art integrating technological design, manufacture and painting. At present, international kite festivals are held in Weifang, Shandong Province and other places of China every year.

11.
Paper-cutting

Paper-cutting is one the most popular folk arts in China. According to archaeological research materials, its history can be traced back to the sixth century. Paper-cuts were always used for rituals, decoration, plastic art and so on and always had symbolic meaning. In addition, Paper-cuts were used as the ornaments of offerings for ancestors and gods. Now they are generally used for decoration and embellishment. 

12.
New Year paintings 

New Year paintings is one of the most popular works of arts among people in China, and a kind of folk art, many places have the convention of posting New Year paintings on the Spring Festival. Because such paintings are replaced every year, they are called “New Year paintings”. New Year paintings were derived from the original religious faith of warding off evils and protecting houses, and the ancients considered the posting of pictures of gods in main halls could ward off evils and protect houses. Later New Year paintings are mainly used for appreciation and addition of joyful atmosphere of housing. 
13.
Clay sculpture 

Clay sculpture is an ancient folk art of China and originated from the New Stone Age (about four thousand to ten thousand years ago). It is made of clay by manual knead. Clay sculptures can be black and white or color sculptures, and they always have the human and animal shapes. Such art is unfailing. Up to now, its representatives include the famous four-generation Family “Clay Figurine Zhang” in Tianjin, Huishan colored clay sculpture in Wuxi, Jiangsu, etc. The figurines of “Clay figurine Zhang” are delicate and pretty, and Huishan figurines are brilliant and colorful. 

14.
Shadow play

Shadow play is an old traditional art of China and also called “lamplight play”, which has a history of over 1000 years. The animals or figures used are made of the skin of donkey, horse, mule etc via such procedures as selection of materials, engraving, coloring, sewing and painting. Various parts of the shadow move freely, shadow play requires simple performance venue and stage properties, and the shadow can appear on curtain via light. Shadow play requires performers to have profound skills, otherwise performers cannot produce complex acts via operating the figures, moreover, performers shall have the basic skills in singing, reading, etc. 
15.
Woodcarving

Chinese woodcarving art is derived from the New Stone Age and has a history of over 7000 years. The development and evolution of thousands of years render the old wood carving art combine the different artistic styles of different periods, integrate profound artistic taste, show exquisite artistic value, and enter into the modern life with its unique charm. 

16.
Lacquer ware

Wares and artistic articles with surfaces painted with lacquer are called “lacquer ware”. Lacquer ware was an important invention of China in terms of chemical technology and arts and handicrafts in ancient times. Chinese people began to make lacquer ware from the New Stone Age, and such craft was very advanced in Ming and Qing dynasties and formed several schools, among which, application to gold and painting in gold crafts have far-reaching influence on Japan and many other countries and regions. 

17.
Wax printing

Wax printing is an old folk traditional textile-dyeing handicraft of China. After flowers are drawn on a piece of cloth with a wax knife by dipping melting wax, then the piece is dip-dyed in indigo to remove wax, and the cloth will have white flowers on a blue ground or blue flowers on a white ground. Wax used as reserving agent in will dip-dyeing produce cracks naturally, which renders the cloth have special “ice lines” and aesthetic charm. Wax printing renders the cloth have rich patterns, simple but elegant tone, unique style and national features. 

18.
Acrobatics

About in the New Stone Age, China’s acrobatics began to occur. After long-term historical evolution, China’s acrobatics is characterized by “miscellaneousness”, absorbs labor skill, recreation, lion dance, dram and Gongfu, and becomes an art with various varieties and unique national style. For many years, Chinese acrobats often performed acrobatics in other counties and regions or participated in acrobatic competition and were awarded international prizes. 

19.
Mask

China’s mask is derived from such activities as ancient sacrifice offering, folk belief, exorcisement, as well as indispensable props for rituals, festival celebrations and performance of mythical dramas in ancient times. It is very popular in many places, and now it is used by Tibetan, Miao, Zhuang and other minorities and used in the rural areas of Han nationality. Masks is made from wood, boards, paper, bamboo, vines, copper, pottery etc, and the patterns are mainly supernatural being, ghosts, mythic and religious characters etc with relatively exaggerated shapes, rich colors and strong contrast. In addition, mask has become an art ware and an independent art, and is loved by people. 

20.
Mongolian Long Song 

Mongolian traditional folk long songs are closely linked with grassland and nomadic way of life of Mongolian nationality and a benchmark presentation of production, life, spirit and personality of the nationality. The main popular areas of Mongolian traditional folk long songs are Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region of China and Mongolia. In order to protect this heritage, China and Mongolia jointly applied to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization for intangible cultural heritage, and it was listed in the third batch of “Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity” on November 25, 2005. 

21.
Water-sprinkling Festival 

Water-sprinkling Festival is the most ceremonious traditional festival in Xishuangbanna of China. Water sprinkling conveys the sincere friendship and love of the youth and expresses the mutual blessing of people. The holy water washes out a year’s fatigue, troubles and anguish of people, and sprinkle joy and the holy water to guests and passengers. 

22.
Nanjing Brocade

Nanjing brocade is a traditional figured tapestry satin of China’s brocade art, up to now it has a history of over 1580 years, it is colorful and as beautiful as clouds, thus it is called “Yunjin”. It combines the achievements in brocade of all ages and takes the first place in China’s famous brocades. In Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties, it was the tribute paid to the royal family. It has rich cultural and technological connotations. 
