Traveling of Chinese People
With a long history, China boasts vast territory, rich historic sites, unique landscape, numerous nationalities and diversified culture. At present, the quantity of sites in China that have been listed in the Directory of World Cultural and Natural Heritage ranks the 3rd place all over the world, and China becomes the 4th inbound tourism country and the largest domestic tourism market all over the world and the largest outbound tourism market in Asia. 
Chinese people have a passion for traveling, and then rich and varied tourist programs are developed. The rapid development of economy and gradual improvement of living standard provide the foundation for tourism; the continuous improvement of traffic and tourist facilities, the better and better protection and remedy of cultural relics and the promotion of more new attractions and tourist programs provide tourist space for people. Nowadays, the development of ecological, cultural, scientific & educational and industrial & agricultural and other theme tourism is accelerated; self-driving tourism, yacht and cruiser, camping & caravan, tourism website, tourism media, on line transaction and other new business forms for tourism are emerging; ocean, forest and cruise tourism, sports & fitness, convention & exhibition, cultural experience and other tourist programs are springing up; national festivals, hot spring health care, fishing, skiing and sand boarding, village tourism, folk custom tourism and other leisure holiday tourism are flourishing. 
Going outside, integrating into the nature and spending vacation at leisure become the living factors of Chinese people to enjoy their lives. The former single market features foreigners coming to China for tourism has become three markets coexistence together with Chinese people’s domestic and outbound tourism. 
In 2006, China’s domestic tourist number was 1.394 billion person-times, which was 15.0% more than the same time of last year; the domestic tourism income was RMB 622.974 billion, which was 17.9% more than the same time of last year. There are 132 countries and regions that open tourism destinations to Chinese citizens, and the outbound tourist number was 34.52 million person-times which was 11.3% more than the same time of last year. China’s personal travel & tourism consumption will reach RMB 900 billion in 2007.
At present, Chinese government is launching a project for village tourism, i.e. to promote 100 counties, 1,000 towns and 10,000 villages with their local characteristics. Tourism industry becomes one of the pillar industries for China’s economic development, which brings about the growing up of relatively poor regions that have rich original ecological resources.
China’s proposed goal for tourism is: to maintain an average growth rate of 10.4% during next 10 year, among which the personal tourism consumption will keep an average growth rate of 9.8%. China will become the largest outbound tourism destination country and the 4th customer resource exporting country all over the world in 2020.
Explanation of Photos:
01. Located in Ningbo city, Zhejiang province, Tengtou Village has been elected to the rank of “Global 500 Roll of Honor” by the U.N. At present, great efforts are made to develop the ecological tourism, ecological agriculture. The synchronous planning of village construction and ecological environment development enable the harmonious development of economy and ecological environment in this village, which attracts lots of tourists. 
02. Mountain areas of south China have beautiful scenery, local people use bamboo rafts for going downstream from of old. Nowadays, such transport has become a popular tourist program named as “drifting”. This photo shows rows of bamboo rafts are drifting on the beautiful river with tourists on board.
03. As one of China’s national key scenic spots and historical sites, the Kumtag Desert, Shanshan County, Turpan, Xinjiang, is the only desert connecting with city all over the world. It is less than 1 km away from Shanshan County. This photo shows some tourists are enjoying the view of the magnificence of the desert on sightseeing vehicle. 
04. Caravan with a great collection of eating, living, traveling and entertaining provides a new style of tourism and living for people since it entered China in 1995. This photo shows a motorcade consists of 11 caravans are driving towards Wenling city, Zhejiang province. 
05. Exploration is springing up in China, especially loved by young people. After 8-day’s hike, two Xinjiang outdoor explorers went across the Gurbantonggut Desert (located at the center of Junggar Basin, Xinjiang) --- the 2nd biggest desert in China in May, 2006. They are the recorded 1st ones who accomplished walk across the Gurbantonggut Desert in China. 
06. Domestic tourism becomes more and more popular in China. This photo shows on Oct. 7, 2005, tourists are enjoying the view of modern city in Pudong District in Shanghai when traveling on sightseeing bus. From Oct. 1 to 7, Shanghai receipted as many as 3.874 million person-times tourists during this 7-day holiday, which created a tourism income of RMB 2.504 billion. 
07. This photo shows some urban people come to a rural orchard of Zaozhuang city, Shangdong province for touring. In recent years, Shangdong has adjusted planting structure to combine it with ecological tourism, and then many ecological farms emerge. “Farm tourism” is developed by farmers, which attracts people from various areas for touring and experiencing farm customs. 
8. Driving over 30 cars, 100 tourists join in a summer self-driving activity held in Chongqing Wild Animal World---a national ecological park in China. The sponsor said that the purpose of this activity was to enable tourists to enjoy close contact with wild animals, observe their living habits and know about their living environment, in order to make them care more about and better protect the friends of human beings. 

9. This photo shows some aged tourists are taking photos in front of Tian’an men Tower, Beijing, on Sep. 14, 2006. In recent years, there are more and more aged person in China, as a result, tourism for aged person emerges and becomes popular. Spring and autumn are peak periods for aged-person’s traveling. 
10. On Jan. 31, 2007, Ethnic Korean Primary School held a Winter Camp during the winter vacation at Mudan Hill Skiing Resort, Mudanjiang city. There were over 40 students joined in this activity, they were skiing, throwing snowballs and playing games to fully enjoy the happiness of their vacation. 
11. In recent years, Yunnan province has made great efforts to develop the tourism industry, in order to create brands of ethnic customs tourism and attract tourists from both at home and abroad by building ethnic tourism villages, holding activities for festivals of the ethnic groups, exhibiting national instrumental music and performing dancing and other programs. 
12. On July 8, 2006, undergraduates from the bicycle team of Tourist Outdoor Sports Club of Zhejiang University began their journey across west China with a total distance of 2,000 km to carry out public benefit activities for supporting and helping poor person in west China. 
13. Qinghai-Tibet Railway was opened to traffic on July 1, 2006. This photo shows in the evening of Dec. 9, when the 1st Tibetan tourist group arrives in Xi’an, Shanxi, citizens in Xi’an are giving their warm welcome and presenting hada to them. 
14. Located in Guangdong province, Deqing County has more than 60,000 farmers, up to Jan. 26, 2007, there were over 40,000 of them became rich by planting oranges. This photo shows some 300 “orange-planting farmers” traveling to Beijing by two chartered planes. 
15. This photo shows a counter for handling exit-entry permits and passports are filled with citizens to join in the outbound tourism in Hefei city, Anhui province. Many Chinese families choose outbound tourism for spending Spring Festival and other Chinese holidays, which drives a hot market for outbound tourism. 
16. China is getting more attention from tourism departments of various countries. This photo shows the “Beijing International Tourism Expo” held in Beijing, with the theme of “Experiencing Beijing’s run-up to the Olympics”. There were over 700 companies from 81 countries and regions and more than 300 contractors joined in this exhibition. And many new tourist products and services coming from various countries and regions were displayed there also. 
17. Based on the receipt capacity of Hongkong SAR, the Central Government has opened 49 cities for individual tourism to Hongkong up to 2006, which brings about benefits for economic development of Hongkong. Domestic tourists account for over 50% of the total number of tourists in Hongkong. This photo shows domestic tourists are touring in Hongkong Disneyland. 
18. Along with the rapid economic development, the living standard of Chinese people is improved gradually, and then more and more Chinese people choose outbound tourism. Now, China becomes a favorable tourist market to foreign countries. This photo shows a launching ceremony for a tourist group traveling to Europe held in Beijing Airport on June 18, 2005. This tourist group was organized by a Chinese travel agency and consisted of 1,500 people. 
19. This photo shows on Aug. 3, 2007, tourists are going towards the “Allegra” luxury cruiser of Italian Costa Cruise S.p.A. On that day, the China, Korea and Japan northern tourism traveling from Tianjin to Cheju to Nagasaki held by “Allegra” luxury cruiser launched in Tianjin Port. 
20. Buying goods and souvenirs is necessary program for Chinese tourists in foreign countries. This photo shows some members from a Chinese tourist group are choosing and buying folk costumes in Bali, Indonesia. 
21. This photo shows several Chinese tourists are touring in Venice---the historic cultural city in Italy by boat. During the golden week holiday for National Day in 2004, many Chinese tourists chose the group inclusive tour style for visiting attractions in European countries and enjoying the unique culture of Europe with their relatives and friends. 
22. This photo shows on Feb. 11, 2002, a Thai guide and several children are presenting flowers to Chinese tourists wearing Tang suits. At that day, Thai government held a ceremony for welcoming Chinese tourists in Bangkok Airport. According to the statistics of Tourism of Authority of Thailand, there were 75,000 Chinese tourists had been to Thailand during Chinese Spring Festival. It was predicted that, Chinese tourist would bring about 400 million bahts incomes for Thailand only from Feb. 11 to 12. 
