Rediscover China


Preface

Welcome to Rediscover China, a photographic exhibition that will show you a country not only well known for its ancient civilization, but also for its immense dynamism and vitality. 

China is an ancient civilization with more than 5,000 years of history. Over the centuries, China has perpetuated its excellent traditions and national spirit, while at the same time adopting the best facets of other civilizations. During the past 5,000 years, China’s civilization has been continuously enriched, developed and enhanced as a result of this transmission and cross-fertilization. 

Ancient Chinese thought has a concept called “harmony of nature and humanity,” and the Confucian scholars have also developed the notions of “benevolence” and “valuing harmony as a great treasure,” which emphasized the importance of people living together in peace. Traditional Chinese thought also contains the spirit of “putting people first” and “harmony in diversity,” which later became a prerequisite for achieving progress in contemporary China.

China is also a modern nation with great dynamism and vitality. On the basis of rich traditional legacies, the Chinese people have built up a brand new nation. In the 55 years since the foundation of the People’s Republic of China, and particularly over the two decades since the launch of “reform and opening-up,” the Chinese people have scored many achievements in the modernization of the nation through diligence and relentless endeavors. By putting its people first, China is now seeking to realize the overall development of the economy, society and humanity in a coordinated and sustainable manner.

As a modern country with a long and proud history, China is committed to the development of peace and prosperity in the international arena. It is determined to carry forward its peace-loving traditions and play a role in safeguarding world stability. As it moves into the 21st Century, it will continue to work with all other countries to promote peace, democracy, justice and prosperity around the globe.
Section One

The China of yesterday was a great ancient country that created a splendid civilization.

--- Chinese premier Wen Jiabao

China yesterday: a splendid ancient civilization

The China of yesterday nurtured many great traditions and a strong national spirit.

Ancient China was a place full of creativity both tangible and intangible. The cream of ancient China’s legacy encompasses its people’s enterprising spirit, their drive for perfection, their sense of independence and fortitude, their love of peace and tolerance, and their attitude of “harmony between nature and humanity” and “harmony in diversity.” This legacy has been embedded in the national spirit of the Chinese people as it goes passed down from generation to generation, propelling the Chinese nation to seek independence, solidarity and greater progresses.


In the course of modern history, the Chinese people have suffered the humiliation of foreign invasions and exploitation, and the oppression of colonialism and feudalism, but her civilization has nevertheless marched forward unhindered. The reason the Chinese people are able to withstand so many difficulties and retain their national vitality lies in this excellent traditional spirit that they have inherited from past generations. This spirit constitutes an indomitable force underlying modern China’s quest for development, and it is still working robustly within the context of contemporary China to form a new national character and identity.
Section Two


The China of today is a country engaged in reform and opening-up and a rising power dedicated to peace.

------Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao 
China today: a nation engaged in reform and opening-up

The China of today has entered a new era of surging vitality and creativity.

Since the middle of the 19th Century the Chinese people have met with many disasters and missed some rare opportunities for development. In the 55 years since the establishment of the People’s Republic of China, and especially over the 20 years of reform and opening up, the country has experienced dramatic changes. The dominant focus of society has shifted from class struggles to economic development and reform and opening-up, paving the way for greater stability and progress. Over the two decades of reform, China’s economic system has evolved from a planned economy to a socialist market economy with Chinese characteristics. At the same time, the once closed society has flung its doors open to the outside world, the economic structure has been transformed from a traditional agricultural one to a modern industrial one, and a political and legal system based on democracy and rule of law have also been built and are undergoing improvements. 

In the last two decades, China has achieved a string of important accomplishments: the Chinese government resumed exercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong and Macao; China entered the World Trade Organization; Beijing successfully won the bid to host the 2008 Olympiad and Shanghai to host World Expo 2010; China launched its first man into space; the reins of government are being returned to the people and the promotion of human rights is being advanced; living standards have been dramatically improved, and progress has been made in education, science, culture and other public undertakings; environmental protection has been boosted, and the process of urbanization has become a bright spot for development. 
Through the past 55 years of arduous endeavors, China has created a new look and image. It has developed rapidly while emphasizing the concept of “putting people first.” China today is an enterprising, efficient and forward-looking country, and one that fully respects the freedoms and creativity of its people.
Section Three
“The China of tomorrow will be a great country that ardently loves peace and that is full of hope.”

-----Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao
China tomorrow: a country dedicated to peace and prosperity

The China of tomorrow will be a country working for peace and prosperity and one that is full of hope.

Since ancient times China has valued harmony and peace, and it has maintained a good tradition of getting along well with other countries based on the concepts of friendliness, benevolence, and goodness. “Great Harmony in the World” is an ideal that the Chinese people have long struggled to achieve. As early as over 600 years ago, Zheng He of the Ming Dynasty had sailed very distant seas to propagate this spirit of Chinese civilization and its aspirations for peace. It is the inborn nature and cultural hallmark of the Chinese people to build a life of security and stability in a peaceful environment, and throughout its long history, the Chinese nation has used this tradition to get along well with other countries.

Peace and stability are not only the prerequisites for the Chinese people to realize prosperity and happiness, but also the deeply cherished ideal of the Chinese. In the future, China will rely on a peaceful environment to expand its economy, and it will use its progress to further strengthen world peace. With the concerted efforts of all peoples of the world, China hopes to see mankind enter an age of long-lasting peace and prosperity, which will in turn make itself even more prosperous, stronger, democratic and civilized.

China in the future will join together with all other countries to enrich the world’s diverse civilizations, to bring about peace and prosperity, and to realize the dream of Great Harmony in the World.
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Chapter One
1.       Terracotta Warriors, Qin Dynasty (221-206 B.C.)
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2.       Portrait of Confucius (551-479 B.C.)
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3.       Script on the Oracle Bones (c. 18-12 cent. B.C.)
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4. Bronze Sculpture in Sanxingdui (c. 3,000 years ago)
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5.       Dunhuang Grottoes (c. 4-14 cent. A.D.)
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6.       Ladies of the State of Guo, painted in Tang Dynasty (618-907)
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7.       Ancient Observatory (built in 1442)
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8.       Blue-and-white porcelain, Qianlong Era (1736—1795)
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Chapter Two
9.       Shanghai: posh Pudong
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10.   Beijing: city of harmony
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11.   Hong Kong: a city that never sleeps




Photo by: Panorama Photos
12.   Taiwan: Lotus Pond
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13.   Macao: Nantian Gate
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14.   Xiamen: seaside view
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15.   Guangzhou flyover
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16.   The Three Gorges under construction
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17. A maglev train in Shanghai








Photo by: Shanghai Sanya Communication Group
18.   Shenzhen: a villa compound
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19.   Qinghai-Tibet railway: underway
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20.   Lanzhou: rocket launch base
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21.   Yang Liwei, China’s first man in space
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22.   Winning the bid for Olympics 2008
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23.   Hail to the city-builders







Photo by: Liu Boliang
24. Huabao Antique Store, Shanghai
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25.   Sci-tech Expo, Beijing
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26.   Village election
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27.   In safe hands
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28.   Bicycle race
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29.   Fans of Yao Ming
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30.   Eiffel Tower in red for the Chinese New Year
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31.   Chinese pageant on the Champs Elysee
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32.   Pretty models 
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33.   Kunqu opera, a UNESCO intangible heritage
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34.   Happy workers
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35. Great expectations
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36.   Group wedding
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37.   Buying properties
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38. An ordinary family
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39.   Buying a car
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40.   Snow ushers in the New Year
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41.   Wedding in an old town
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42. High-tech agriculture
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43.   Picking tea leaves
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44.   Harvesting wheat








Photo by: Gao Jiansheng
45.   A lichi harvest
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46.   A bounty of fish
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47.   Spring farming









Photo by: Liang Hai
48.   Out to sea
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49.   Seaside aquatic breeding
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50.   Boats of plenty
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51.   Dragon Boat race
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52.   A fair in the South
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53.   Dining out
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54.   Sharing a moon-cake
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55.   Small town in the South
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56.   Shopping
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57.   Music knows no age
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58.   Marathoner, age 99
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59.   A tranquil festival
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60.   Winter swimming
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61.   Outdoor chess
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62.   Indoor fitness









Photo by: China News Agency
63.   Childhood game
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64.   Ansai drummers, Shaanxi Province
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65.   “How are you?”
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66.   Linyin Temple, Hangzhou
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67.   Unfolding horizon
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68.   Girl in Lijiang, Yunnan Province
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69.   Telephone installed in the pastures
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70.   A Tibetan horse race
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71.   Camel-drawn carriage, Xinjiang
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72.   A Tibetan family
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Chapter Three
73.   Child and Pigeon
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74.   Fighting the desert in western China




Photo by: Li Jianquan
75.   Planting love … and trees
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76. U.N. Global Environmental Award goes to China
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77.   Chinese soldiers receiving U.N. Peace Medal
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78.   China’s relief work in Iran
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79.   Breaking ground for the Olympic Village
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80.   Fly, ye messengers of peace
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81.   The Great Wall
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