Mother’s Day in China
Mother’s Day came into Mainland China, after its popularity in Hongkong, Macao and Taiwan. Valued jewelry, carnation, cakes, cards, etc. become the gifts to express people’s love to their mothers. In 1980s, Mother’s Day was accepted by people in Mainland China gradually. Since 1988, Guangzhou and other cities located in south China have held activities for celebrating Mother’s Day and taken the appraisal of “good mother” as one of the activities. At the end of 20th century, Mother’s Day became popular in various areas of Mainland China. On the 2nd Sunday in May, Chinese people appreciate mothers’ bringing up together with people all over the world in various methods. 
For sure, Mother’s Day in China boasts its Chinese characteristics. Chinese people express the strong love to mothers in their special ways. On that day, flowers, cakes, self-made dinners are given to mothers as gifts. Always respecting their parents, Chinese children try to make food, put on makeup, play music and draw pictures for their mothers to give them a happy day. People not only do nice things for their own mothers, but also express their respect to more mothers in charity, voluntary services and other manners. 
On Mother’s Day, mothers hold cooking matches, fashion shows and other activities to celebrate their festival. Various activities are held all over China, such as organizing tourism for mothers, appraising “Good mother”, and so on. 
For respecting mothers and carrying forward mother love, Mother’s Day become a conventional festival in China. 
Explanation of photos:
01. On 2004 Mother’s Day, “Praise Mother Love with Sign Language” was held in Hongkong, China. More than 1,000 of people sang language songs together to give their best wishes to all mothers with the gesture of “I love you”. 
02. This photo shows some children in a kindergarten, Zhengzhou, Henan Province, showing their self-made cards that would be given to postman happily before Mother’s Day. Mothers will receive the cards made by their children for the first time. 
03. On 2006 Mother’s Day, students from a Model School in Yanbian City, Jilin Province came to a home for the aged to perform shows for the aged lonely women of Korea ethnic group, to enable them to enjoy the festival happily as other mothers. 
04. In Lianyungang, Jiangsu Province, children invited their mothers to their school on Mother’s Day. They were doing what they could to dress up their mothers, such as, making face mask, putting on makeup, etc.
05. For celebrating the 90th Anniversary of Mother’s Day, Nanning Women’s Federation appraised 2004 “Most Moving Good Mothers in Nanning”. The top 10 good mothers come from different kinds of families. The candidates are ordinary people from all walks of life.  
06. In 2007, Lin Yongtian---a 107 years old woman, who lives in Changzhi City, Shanxi Province, had a memorable Mother’s Day. She saw her grandson and great-grandson that were living in Canada through computer. 
07. Young volunteers in Quanzhou City, Fujian Province accompanied lonely and handicapped old women to visit a museum on 2007 Mother’s Day, to enable them to enjoy the nice day. 
08. On 2006 Mother’s Day, a car decorated by thousands of carnation was running in high streets and back lanes in Beijing, to give flowers to mothers whose children were busy themselves about work. 
09. On 2004 Mother’s Day, with the encouragement of their children, 30 mothers in Hefei, Anhui Province came to a Portraits Studio to take wedding photos with their husbands. 
10. This photo shows children kissing their mothers to express their best wishes. They gave cards, balloons and carnation to their mothers to wise them a happy Mother’s Day. 
11. A cooking match was held in a shopping mall in Nanjing on Mother’s Day, many mothers joined in this match to show their cooking skills in front of their children. 
12. On 2007 Mother’s Day, 10 pairs of twins from Tianjin Twins Club and their mothers got together in a park. They use their own way to wish mothers a happy Mother’s Day. 
13. A school in Shanghai, China, held a “Say Love Your Mother Loudly” activity several days before Mother’s Day. Children there said “I love you mom”, “Mom is young and beautiful” and other nice words loudly to wish mothers a happy Mother’s Day. 
14. A lying-in woman in Jieshou City, Anhui Province received a bunch of carnation, which let her enjoy the happiness of her 1st Mother’s Day. 
15. Blind children from Taipei School for the Visually Impaired play harmonica for their mothers to celebrate Mother’s Day. 
16. On 2007 Mother’s Day, Beijing Guangming Elementary School held a parents-children sports meeting. More than 4,000 parents and their children who were dressed up as Fuwa---the Olympic Mascot joined in the opening ceremony and various events. 
17. A Little Journalist Training School in Tiantai County, Zhejiang Province organized little journalists to interview a female enterpriser, in order to have children experience the great mother love and the difficult carving out, then to be deeply grateful for mother love. 
18. Just before 2007 Mother’s Day, the 73rd-generation grandson of Mencius---the great ancient ideologist, educationists and Confucian went to visit the 90 years old 77th---generation granddaughter of Confucius with a bunch of flowers to wish her a good health and happy life. 
19. Children in Lianyungang City, Jiangsu Province held an activity for washing their mothers’ feet on Mother’s day to appreciate their mothers’ bringing up. 
20. Artists Zhong Zhentao and Yuan Yongyi attended an activity of raising money in the way of walking with a bucket of water carried on the back, in order to build water cellars for droughty areas in Gansu and Qinghai Province. The attendees should walk with 5kg water carried on the back to experience mothers’ hardship of carrying water in long and arduous journey. 
21. Several children in Shenyang City, Liaoning Province gave their wishes to a 97 years old lonely woman to enable her to enjoy family happiness on Mother’s Day. 
22. On 2004 Mother’s Day, mothers of 100 outstanding representatives that chose from 3.5 million migrant workers in Beijing visited Tian’anmen Square accompanied by their children. 
