Shanghai World Expo
World Expo 2010 witnessed a grand opening on May 1 in Shanghai, China. This is the 41st session of the 159-year-old event. During its 6-month run (from May 1 to October 31), 242 countries and international organizations will gather in Shanghai to showcase their achievements, making this session the biggest ever in the history of the expo.

One of the most attractive features of Shanghai World Expo is the marveling design of national pavilions, all embracing the theme of this session "Better City, Better Life". Highlights include China's traditional dougong-style "Crown of the East", Singapore’s smart “Music Box”, Britain's stunning dandelion-like "Seed Cathedral", Spain's "Big Basket" made of wicker panels, and USA's mammoth eagle-shaped gray steel pavilion.
Among exhibits of participating nations are 330 pieces of top-class national treasures, most of which travel for the first time outside of their countries and make Shanghai World Expo sight-worthy. There are the icon of Denmark，the Little Mermaid, Gelle Fra (Golden Lady) an important symbol of Luxembourg, masterpiece paintings from France including The Balcony by Edouard Manet, and a wooden six-armed avalokitesvara from Dunhuang of China, just to name a few.
To underscore the theme "Better City, Better Life", Shanghai World Expo includes a new concept called Urban Best Practices Area (UBPA for short) to provide a stage for cities to showcase their solutions to urban issues from different perspectives and through their best practices. Another innovative idea of Shanghai World Expo is to make the event online and more easily accessible to netizens. In the form of a Web site (http://www.expo.cn) combining 3D exhibitions and interactive activities, netizens from all around the world will see the expo park online and access the virtual counterpart of the real exposition.
During the 8-year-long preparation for the event, an environment-friendly and energy-saving principle has been strictly applied. Until now in the expo park, solar PV power generation technology has been extensively utilized; 1,017 vehicles powered by new energy sources have been fully commercialized for public use; 200,000 LED lights serve for illumination during night hours; all refuses produced are sorted before disposed. All these are effective measures to realize low-carbon emission, a goal of Shanghai World Expo. 
The expo provides us an opportunity to celebrate. In the 5.28-square-kilometer expo park, all visitors can enjoy amazing inventions, valuable historical relics and diversified cultures from all around the world during the 184 days. Demonstrating the goal of “understanding, communication, reunion and cooperation”, here is a stage to share and show, and more importantly to promote peace and progress. All in all, World Expo is for a better world. 
图片说明：

20100601. Buildings in Pudong of Shanghai with intense modern flavor make this district a new landmark of the city. World Expo 2010 is held in Shanghai with a theme “Better City, Better Life”. 
20100602. Covering an area of 5.28 square kilometers and with an investment of 45 billion yuan, the site of World Expo 2010 shall be the largest ever in the history of the event. Thanks to the diligence of the 100,000 workers, construction of more than 270 pavilions has duly completed.
20100603. Shanghai World Expo kicks off with a gorgeous star-studded opening gala themed We have only one earth.
20100604. Fireworks light up the sky over Huangpu River on the night of April 30, celebrating the opening of the Shanghai World Expo. Illuminated by the dazzling fireworks are national pavilions in the expo park, which stand with enchanting brilliance against the night sky. 
20100605. Elaborately-designed floats parade through the World Expo park on May 1 when the park officially opens to the public. 
20100606. High-tech facilities for improving life of the disadvantaged are showcased in a pavilion named Life and Sunshine. Tactile maps, voice navigation systems and a miniature model of the interior make it easier for disadvantaged visitors to tour around the pavilion. This is the first time that World Expo includes a pavilion designed for disadvantaged people.
20100607. Barcelona Pavilion of the Shanghai World Expo features a “double-sided mirror” design, with the hope to show Barcelona’s diverse urban characteristics through the effect of infinite reflection and to remind people to set their eyes on the future while always remember the past.
20100608. The most striking feature of the Belgium-EU Pavilion is the brain cell structure, the inspiration of which comes from its chief designer Christine Conix. Exhibited in the pavilion are all things Belgian, including chocolate and diamonds. A few of the top companies of Belgium and EU present their state-of-the-art sustainable technologies as representatives of the latest achievements in sciences. There are bio-medial technology presentation, solar car and zero-fuel aircraft, just to name a few. 

20100609. The African Union Pavilion displays traditional arts and exquisite handcrafts from the African Union and 42 African countries, presenting a colorful and fantastic Africa to the visitors. 
20100610. China Pavilion covers an area of 46,457 square meters and towers 69 meters high, consisting of 1 floor underground and 6 floors above ground. The crimson-painted pavilion, employing traditional Chinese dougong-style structure in design, is dubbed “Crown of the East” and displays prosperity and pride of the nation. 
20100611. A bronze chariot and horse sculpture of China's Qin Dynasty (221-206 BC), one of the most precious cultural relics of China, makes its debut at the Shanghai World Expo. In 30 years after was unearthed, this is the first time that it travels outside Shaanxi to reach art lovers from home and abroad. According to the archaeological record of the 20th century, the bronze ware is the biggest in size and the most complicated in structure, and more importantly the one best known for its consummate workmanship. Praised as the top bronze ware ever found, the sculpture perfectly illustrates China’s 5,000-year-old civilization. 
20100612. Famous Chinese painting Along the River during the Qingming Festival of Song Dynasty (960-1279 AD) is converted into three dimensions and projected onto a digital screen over 100 meters long, giving visitors a glimpse of the bustling Bianjing (now Kaifeng City of Henan Province) the largest city in the world at that time.
20100613. Visitors take a look at a leaf-shaped vehicle when touring around the China Pavilion. An expo area in the China Pavilion featuring low-carbon future is very popular among visitors. In this area, concentrated solar power, zero-emission vehicle, biological energy and an experience zone of "A Day of Low-Carbon Life" are quite eye-opening. 
20100614. The United Kingdom brings to the expo visitors a pavilion of a dazzling cube formed by more than 60,000 slim and transparent acrylic rods, each of which contains seeds of different plants collected in a bio-diversity project. Inside the pavilion visitors will find a showcase for a rich variety of plants, a mix of living plants and imaginary future plants, demonstrating the concept of the diversity of nature and the potential of life.
20100615. Visitors wait to enter the Spain Pavilion. Nicknamed "rattan basket", the pavilion has its steel frame “dressed” in 8,542 wicker panels in brown, beige and black colors, and the black ones form Chinese characters such as sun, moon, friend, and others, demonstrating an interpretation of Chinese culture from the perspective of the designer. The pavilion showcases Spanish cities in three halls, namely Origin, Cities, and Children. 
20100616. Highlighting the fairytale-like Denmark Pavilion, the statue of the Little Mermaid makes her debut to expo visitors in Shanghai. This is the first time that the world-renowned statue leaves its hometown after it was created in 1913. 
20100617. In an area named Energy Source in the Germany Pavilion hangs a huge metal sphere with floating colorful images on its surface. With a voice control system, the sphere responds well to visitors’ cheers. If visitors are divided into two groups and shout towards the sphere, it will sway towards the louder group while the image and colors on the surface change accordingly. When the sphere gradually slows down and eventually becomes still, an image of the Earth appears on the sphere, where a seed representing hope comes out, grows, blossoms and gives birth to a new life. The theme of the Germany Pavilion is Balancity, stressing the importance of balance in urban development. 
20100618. The Japan Pavilion, dubbed “purple silkworm island”, takes a purple-colored membrane as its cover, hidden under which are batteries to collect solar energy. Utilization of environmental technology makes the pavilion a “breathing organism”. 
20100619. Visitors watch a stunt show in the Australia Pavilion on its national pavilion day. The Australia Pavilion adopts a theatre model, where a circular 1,000-person auditorium situates at the center. A video clip lasting for about 10 to 15 minutes is showed at the theatre, presenting kangaroos, plants, cities and everything typical of Australia to the visitors. 
20100620. The Saudi Arabia Pavilion features a huge IMAX screen about four times as large as a basketball field, attracting many visitors. 
20100621. The appearance of the Brazil Pavilion resembles that of the National Stadium in Beijing where the opening ceremony of the 2008 Olympic Games was hosted. Covered by green recyclable wood material, the pavilion looks like a green “birds’ nest”, and reminds people of flourish tropical forest. Highlighting the pavilion design is a football-decorated roof, which is an ingenious promotion of the country’s hosting of the 2014 FIFA World Cup. 
20100622. Shanghai World Expo includes a new concept called Urban Best Practices Area (UBPA). As an innovative and major part of the expo, UBPA intensively displays various types of innovative and valuable practical programs that the world’s typical cities have pioneered in order to enhance living qualities of urban residents. Four exhibition fields have been designed as follows: Livable Cities, Sustainable Urbanization, Protection and Utilization of Historical Heritages and Technological Innovation in Built Environment. On the photo are UBPA exhibits of Chengdu, Shanghai and Madrid.
20100623. Pavilions in the Shanghai World Expo park are brightly illuminated by energy-saving LED lights during night time. The expo makes extensive utilization of environment-protective materials. Solar power plays an important role in operation of several key pavilions, the power generation capacity of which reaches 4.6 megawatts. The number of energy-saving LED lights is kept between 60,000 to 80,000 to account for over 60% of the total lighting facilities. 
20100624. Shuttle buses powered by new energy run between Pudong and Puxi to serve expo visitors. To ensure smooth and efficient traffic during the expo, there are 5 subway and 16 bus lines reach the expo park, and 90 bus lines have stops nearby. 
