Minority Cultures Get Together in Beijing to Compose Harmonious Rhythm
Art ambassadors of 56 nationalities from various regions of China get together in Beijing in the golden autumn to play music for national unity, dance for social harmony and design a plan for culture development. Wearing beautiful national costumes, more than 4,500 performers were singing and dancing in Great Hall of the People, which initiated the 3rd Minority Art Festival of China. 

Seven National Intangible Cultural Heritages such as Mongolian traditional folk Long Song, horse-headed violin, Mongolian wrestling, throat-singing, etc., become spotlights of “The Grassland in the Heaven” that performed by Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region Delegation. 
Tibetan “Epic Gesar”, Khalkhas Manas, Uygur Muqam, Dong Ka Lau, Hua Er of Hui Ethnic Group, Aken Ballad Singing of Kazakstan Ethnic Group and others are precious intangible cultural heritages, which are the wisdom crystals of China’s various ethnic groups.

Chinese President Hu Jintao addressed in Yale University that “A composer cannot write enchanting melody with one note, and a painter cannot paint landscape with only one color. The world is a treasure house where the unique cultural achievements created by people of all countries are displayed.” This festival fully displayed colorful minority arts of China’s various ethnic groups and showed national unity and collaboration and the spirit of building a better home & garden for our great homeland together. 
Explanation of Photos:
01. The 3rd Minority Art Festival of China grandly opens in Great Hall of the People, Beijing on September 5, 2006. Hu Jintao, Wen Jiabao, Jia Qinglin, Zeng Qinghong, Li Changchun, Luo Gan and other Chinese leaders attend the opening ceremony. 

02. Acting in Zhuang language, Folk Songs Singing of Happiness Every Year is a polyphonic folk song without accompaniment and originated from folk songs of Guangxi Province, which is performed by Zhuang Folk Choir. Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region is a region with many ethnic groups. Over a long period of hard work, with the development of all kinds of folk art activities, the minority people have created varieties of magnificent folk music.

03. Sunny Xinjiang is an innovative works that fully embodies the art styles, regional characteristics and modern features of various minorities of Xinjiang. The Simple, unsophisticated and mysterious folk arts are perfectly integrated with dazzling modern arts, which shows their happy lives in the big family of China.

04. Go for an Outing in Spring with Strings performed by men and women from Tibetan countryside is a Tibetan step dance, and also it is a folk singing and dancing drama with long history. The performance is featured graceful rhythm straightforward quality, and relies on rhythm and lays great emphasis on feet skills, which combines playing Tibetan six-string guitar with singing and dancing. Farmers living in the new century have added new charm for this old art which fully shows the new life, new change and new development in the countryside of Tibet.
05. A song and dance drama named A Thousand Year Arirang (submitted by Jilin Province) shows a group of Arirang angels performing the beautiful spring and the love and passion of native soil, which composes the beautiful “mountain---river---passion” of Arirang. 

06. A large-scale original costume song and dance drama named Ancient Tang-Tubo Passageway presents Princess Wencheng of Tang Dynasty leaving her hometown to marry Songzanganbu, the King of the Tubo Kingdom some one thousand and three hundred years ago. And it shows the history of marriage alliance between Han Nationality and Tibetan. It is a great event in China’s ethnic relationship, which promoted the friendly communications between Tang Dynasty and Tubo at that time and built up a good example for the harmonious relationship among various ethnic groups of China. 

07. Colorful Guizhou shows the folk culture recourses of Guizhou with rich artistic images, exquisite singing, dancing, tone and light, novel costumes and scenes. It describes a nice picture of harmonious relationship of multi-ethnics and harmonious coexistence between human and nature in Guizhou. 
08. A large-scale folk song and dance drama of Tujia ethnic group named Bizika presents the living status, customs and spirit of Tujia ethnic group in Hubei Province. It not only shows the appeal of Tujia folk singing and dancing, but also expresses modern Tujia people’s passion of living and hope for bright future. 
09. An original Sound of Cicada draws the audiences into beautiful mountains and rivers. It expresses Dong people’s good wish for harmonious coexistence between human and nature, moreover, it tells people more about the natural conditions and social customs of Dong ethnic group. 

10. The dance Red Belt is a folk performance with strong regional characteristics of De’ang ethnic group of Yunnan Province. De’ang has a relative small population of 18,000 among China’s ethnic groups. “Belt” is a kind of decoration tied around De’ang women’s waists. Although this dance designed innovatively, it inherits and protects the old and charming folk cultural heritage.
11. In the Wedding on the Grassland of Kazakstan ethnic group, folk singers play the Dombras, sing songs in praises of bride, and then unveil the veil of bride. It expresses the old and mysterious characteristics of Xinjiang behind “Beautiful Veil”.
12.  Peacock performed by Yangzhou, a young actor of Yunnan Province, figures out a unique style of peacock with his tension and manful spirit. The exquisite and positive sense of beauty is full of the whole arena, which provides the audience an extremely strong power of art. Peacock Dance has been listed in the first batch of National Intangible Cultural Heritage proclaimed by the State Council of China.

13. Ten Thousand Horses Galloping Ahead is played by horse-headed violin in order to express the interest and charm in the grassland of Inner Mongolia. It is short, simple and vivid, describing the splendid sight of horses galloping ahead on the vast grassland with inspirational sound. 

14. The traditional dance Shaman Dance of Xibo ethnic group developed from folk Shaman dance and sacrifice activities. As Chinese primitive religion, after Xibo ethnic group moved to Xijang, Shamanism well reserves Shaman culture. Nowadays, Xibo ethnic group has only a population of 200,000, it is the ethnic group with relatively small population among China’s ethnic groups.

15. Ushshaq Muqam is a section of “Muqam”, the old and magnificent cultural treasure of Uygur. Ushshaq Muqam is the 8th series of Uygur Muqam. This performance is the most classical part, and it mainly admires nature, love, lofty sentiment and good living. 

16. Taiwan Minority Dance performed by actors from the art class of Taiwan Pingdonglaiyi Senior High School perfectly shows the costumes, customs and love of all ethnic groups in Taiwan. 

17. Dance with Rosy Clouds is a fine stage art created by artists from Yunnan Province to conduct active protection towards intangible cultural heritages, among which the dance Pointy and Round Cap of Miao ethnic group expresses young people’s passion of living with lively dance and implies colorful life. 

18. A Yi ethnic group song and dance drama Alaobiao smartly draws out sweet love between young people. It expresses the love with “antiphonal” style singing in an ardent and firm manner, just like the burning needfire on “Torch Festival”. 

19. Actors of Guizhou Delegation are visiting Tian’anmen Square at their spare time. 
20. Wearing their own costumes, minority actors are experiencing modern urban civilization in Bejing Wangfujing Street that known as “Golden Street”. 
21. Actors from Hongkong, Macao and Taiwan get together to perform programs to express “We share the same moment at same time from every corner of the world, Chinese people from all over the world are like brothers and sisters”. 

22. Lasting 22 days, the 3rd Minority Art Festival of China dropped its curtain on September 25, 2006. A closing ceremony Feelings towards Prosperous Times presenting 20 singing and dancing programs with strong minority characteristics makes the audience experience the charm of colorful national arts closely, and also draws a brilliant conclusion of this festival. 
