Customs of Western China
Consisting of five provinces, region and city of southwestern China, namely, Sichuan, Yunnan and Guizhou Provinces, Tibet Autonomous Region and Municipality of Chongqing, five provinces and regions of northwestern China, namely, Shanxi, Gansu and Qinghai Provinces, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region and Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region located in central southern China, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region located in northern China, West of Hunan Province Tujia Nationality Autonomous Prefecture and Hubei Province Enshi Tujia and Miao Autonomous Prefecture, Western China is a special geographic concept, which is called as “10+2+2”. 
Western China has an area of 6,850,000km2 which accounts for 71.4% of China’s total area, borders on more than 10 countries with a land boundary of 12,747km and boasts a population of some 370,000,000 which accounts for 29% of China’s total population. This region has been relative closed with undeveloped economy due to natural, historical, social and other reasons. The per capita GDP was less than 2/3 of the national average level and less than 40% of the average level of east regions. In 2000, Chinese government launched a strategic decision named “Western China Development” to provide key assistant, support and development for those regions, strengthen the support on capital, technology, education and policy, close the connection and cooperation between Eastern and Western China and among various regions in Western China, all these efforts have accelerated the development in Western China. 
Western China has vast area, complex geography, diversified ecology and beautiful landscape. With most of China’s ethnic groups living there, those regions have simple, unsophisticated and strong customs and habits, good preserved original ecology and rich resources of tour. In ancient times, the famous foreign exchange channels “Silk Road” and “Tea-horse Road” originated from there. At present, in the process of western China development, on the premise of protecting ecological environment, valuing human characteristics and properly using of resources, the vigorous and flourishing infrastructure construction, tourism development, border trade and regional cooperation show promising future, which attracts the attention from all over the world. 
Explanation of Photos:
1. Consisting of three rows of parallel transverse mountains, Tianshan Mountains in Xinjiang slope down from west to east spreading for over 1,700km with a width of 100~400km and an average altitude of 4,000m. Tianshan Mountains have more than ten mountains with over 6,000m altitude, which form 9,128 glaciers with a total area of some 9,260km2. The water storage capacity of this huge glacier region is equivalent to the water discharge from the Yangtze River to the sea in one year. Glacier meltwater becomes the recharge water source for main rivers in Xinjiang. 
2. Originated from Kashgar, Xinjiang, the Urgur classical music “Twelve Muqam” inherits and integrates the tradition of Shule, Qiuci and Khotan music, which reflects the highly integration of Urgur song, dance and music. It is praised as an invaluable treasure of China’s folk music. In 2005, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization listed it in the “Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity”.
3. Listed as one of the world cultural heritages, Potala Palace has a history of over 1,300 years, and is an ancient building complex integrating palaces, castles and temples. The highest place of Potala Palace is 3,767.19m above sea level, ranking the highest ancient palace all over the world. Potala Palace boasts majestic palaces and temples, brilliant golden roofs, various colorful mural paintings on walls and several hundred thousand of figures of Buddha sculptured by gold, silver, copper, jade, sandal and other materials, which embodies the great construction accomplishments and unique artistic style of Tibetan nationality. 
4. Every August, Shoton (Yoghurt) Festival is held in Snowy Plateau---Tibet. This photo shows the Sunning Buddha Ceremony held at Drepung Monastery in Lhasa, Tibetan Autonomous Region, China. Thousands of monks, pilgrims and visitors enjoy the traditional Tibetan cultural feast during the six-day festival.
5. Mongolian ethnic group has lived in Inner Mongolian grassland for generations and lived on rearing livestock. In pastoral area, float grass becomes the core of grassland building gradually. Great progresses have been made in protecting and reasonably using of pastures, promoting sedentary grazing, livestock products manufacturing and other aspects. 
6. “Nadam” is Mongolian traditional festival. “Nadam” means “entertainment” or “game” in Mongolian language. Horse racing, wrestling, toxophily and other competitive sports with strong Mongolian ethnic customs are held in Nadam Fair. This photo shows several heroic bearing wrestlers in “Nadam Fair”. 
7. Mongolian ethnic group is known as “the horseback people” with their excellent skills of riding horses. This photo shows several Mongolian riders are carrying out lassoing and taming horse performance to show their valiant characteristics and excellent equitation.
8. First Bend of Nujiang River of the world natural heritage “Three Rivers Parallel follow” consists of Nujiang River, Lancang River, Jinshajiang River and mountains in this valley with an area of over 3,500km2. Located where the three geological regions of East Asia, South Asia and Qinghai-Tibet Plateau meet, it is a representative area of rare alpine landforms and their evolutions, and one of the richest biodiversity areas in the world.
9. Water-splashing Festival is the New Year's Day for Dai, Blang, De’ang, Achang and other ethnic minority groups who are using Dai calendar, which is the most important traditional festival for Dai people. On that day, girls are holding buckets with sweet-smelling cool water in them, and splashing elder people gently by branches to express blessing. Young people are chasing and splashing each other, the carnival comes into climax. 
10. “Huayao” people, one of the branches of Yi nationality, live in Yunnan Honghe Hani and Yi Autonomous Prefecture, have created the brilliant and unique Huayao costume culture. “Huayao” people express their simple understanding of history, nature, heaven and earth and human multiply on the embroidery patterns of costumes, which contains exquisite culture and bears high aesthetic values. 
11. Banchi Village of Jinlong Town, Longzhou County, Congzuo City, Guangxi Province is known as “Beauty Village”. All Chuang girls there are beautiful and good at singing and playing instruments. Holding folk musical instruments that have a history of over 1,000 years on hands and tying a string of copper bells on tiptoes, they are singing a Chuang folk song with unique local characteristics, which makes audients be immersed in the sounds of nature. 
12. Mausoleum of Xixia Dynasty that known as the “Oriental Pyramid” is located at the foot of Helan Mountain and some 30km away from Yinchuan, Ningxia to the west. Xixia Dynasty (1038-1227) lasted for 189 years from 800 years ago, which formed tripartite confrontation in Northwestern China together with Song and Jin Dynastys. The Mausoleum region covers some 10km2 from south to north and 4km2 from east to north. Covering over 100,000km2 area, it has 9 king cemeteries and more than 20 satellite tombs which look like magnificent pagodas. 
13. Western China features in high altitude and numerous mountains. Local people cultivate hillsides into terraces, and finally, the nature has been dressed up so great involuntarily. 
14. “Running Donkey Dance” is a folk performance form in northwestern China. Performers who pretend to ride donkeys shake their waists, abdomens, chests, shoulders and heads continuously to vividly show the image of women’s riding donkey. Performers who pretend to drive donkeys are to show the simple, honest and unadorned image of farmers. This kind of performance is lively, funny and has strong comedy characteristics. 
15. “June 6th” is the traditional Sing-song Festival of Miao people in western Hunan. On that day, Miao young boys and girls dress up, gather in the singing place, wind Suona or play flower-drum. They use singing for conveying their tender feelings, therefore, June 6th Sing-song Festival is the love-promise party of Miao boys and girls. 
16. “Thang-ga” of Huangnan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province, is well-known both at home and abroad. Most men there are good at making Thang-ga. As more and more visitors coming to buy Thang-ga, it becomes their major income. 
17. Danba County of Ganzi Prefecture, Sichuan, has a good reputation of “City on Rocks”. The defense works--- ancient watchtowers began to build in Han Dynasty (B.C.202~B.C.220) with a obliquity of 10 degree, which is called “Oriental Leaning Tower of Pisa”. At present, the local Tibetan watchtower complex is applying for the world cultural heritage. 
18. Jiayu Pass stands at the west end of Gusu Hexi Corridor, the great walls of which cross the desert, therefore, it has been known as the 1st pass of Hexi from of old and called as “Greatest Pass under Heaven”. Jiayu Pass began to build in Ming Dynasty (1372 A.D.), which is the grandest strategic pass among the 1,000 passes governed by 9 counties that are located along Ming Great Walls. It has been well preserved till now.
19. “Corban Festival”, an annual major traditional festival, falls on the 10th of the 12th month of the Islamic calendar and is celebrated by Chinese minority nationalities that believe in Islam, including Hui, Uygur, Kazak, Ozbek, etc. The worship in that morning has the largest scale all over the year, and all grown-up men should go to mosques for worship. 
20. Miao people live in Southeast Guizhou, China, use various silver decorations as their major accessories, such as the fine silver crown, horn, phoenix hairpin, comb, collar, bracelet, earring and so con. Miao girls always wear as heavy as 10kg silver decorations in grand festivals. Miao silver decorations feature rich categories and exquisite arts and crafts, which rank the first class in the world. 
21. “Sama Festival” is the oldest traditional festival in southern Dong area, Guizhou, China. “Sama” is the transliteration of Dong language, which means “oldest grandmother”, is the incarnation of Dong ancestors and the heroine in legend. Therefore, Dong people adore her devoutly and respected her as the goddess of the land and grain. Grand sacrifice-offerings are held in the 1st and 2nd months of the lunar calendar every year and shall be passed from generation to generation. 
22. Chongqing is the largest municipality with the most extensive administration areas and largest population, the economic central city of China’s western regions and upper reaches of Yangtze River, the important traffic hub and river port, which has the integrated industrial bases of cars, machinery, electric power, chemical industry, light industry, etc. Chongqing central area is surrounded by Yangtze River and Jialing River with the characteristics of picturesque scenery and unique views. 
