100 Sessions of Canton Fair---China’s Largest Fairs
Inaugurated in the spring of 1957, Chinese Export Commodities Fair (also called Canton Fair) is reputed as China's largest trade fair, which is a product of special time in China. With a history of 50 years, the 100th Session of Canton Fair is held in the golden autumn of 2006.
Canton Fair is China's largest trade fair of the highest level, of the most complete varieties and of the largest attendance and business turnover. Preserving its traditions, the Fair is a comprehensive and multi-functional event of international importance.
Since the reform and opening up, China set up market economy gradually, as a result, the scale of Canton Fair became larger and larger, buyers became more and more, moreover, the session, mode, item and content of exhibition were innovated one by one from 1980s to 1990s. Canton Fair was awarded Italian “Gold Mercury International” and Spanish “International Trade Award” in 1984 and 1985. 
Along with China’s economic emergence, China joined the WTO on December 11, 2001 and committed itself to global integration. Canton Fair goes into an all-dimensional, multi-tiered and wide-ranging development period: organization method of the Fair is put into market diversification, Fair duration is shortened over and over again and divided into phases, exhibition venue is expanded and newly-built, and modernization is realized for facilities and service in an all around way. 
Canton Fair is connected closely with China’s reform and development, which becomes a world famous International Fair and ranks the 2nd in world single year exhibition. The exhibition space increases from 18,000m2 to 576,000m2; buyers increases from 1,223 person from 19 trading countries and regions to about 200,000 person from over 200 trading countries and regions; business turnover increases from $17,540,000 of first session to $30 million. 
Canton Fair keeps forging ahead and accelerates its reform to ascend the top of world exhibition enterprise and makes new contributions to China’s integration into world trade system and the building of powerful country. 
Explanation of Photos:

01. Outer door scene of Canton Fair Exhibition Center---1964 Autumn Chinese Export Commodities Fair venue.
02. Accompanied by Wang Guangmei, the wife of former Chinese president Liu Shaoqi, the Afghanistan Queen (middle) is visiting 1964 Autumn Canton Fair.
03. 1963 Canton Fair, merchants hold talks in the business hall. 
04. A corner of the machinery hall of 1964 Canton Fair displays various products, such as machines, lathes and so on, 70% of which are new exhibits.
05. French Scientific Organization Delegation visited 1964 Canton Fair. A member praises the timbre after playing a piano made in Shanghai, China. 
06. A British merchant holds talks about leather products trade in 1963 Canton Fair.
07. The opening and celebrating ceremony of the 100th Session of Canton Fair is held on October, 15, 2006. Fireworks are set off in Guangzhou to celebrate the Fair. Merchants both at home and abroad enjoy it together. 
08. The new modern Chinese Export Commodities Fair Ground was completed in Guangzhou in 2003. Total number of booths increases from 16,000 to 18,000 and the exhibition area increases from 310,000m2 to 350,000 m2.
09. Exhibition industry has become the important content of China’s economy. The newly-built Canton Fair Ground is very magnificent and equipped with modern facilities. This photo shows a foreign merchant taking photos of the great Canton Fair Ground during his spare time. 
10. Since 1990s, Canton Fair has promoted electronic commerce to facilitate merchants. It holds synchronous online Canton Fair on the Internet. This photo shows merchants checking information about Canton Fair exhibitors by SCAN inquire system. 
11. During each Canton Fair, many undergraduates recommend themselves to act as guides and interpreters. This photo shows during the 98th Session Canton Fair, some undergraduates recommend themselves outside the Fair Ground to foreign businessmen. 
12. As the growing up of China’s automotive industry, the export of automotive products exceeds $10 billion in 2005. This photo shows the automobile exhibition square of Canton Fair. 
13. Known as the largest Fair, “Canton Fair” attracts numerous international buyers every year. Sponsors provide convenient vehicles for them to facilitate sightseeing and business talks. 
14. During the Canton Fair, there are many relative exhibitions. This photo shows 2005 “China Apparel Brand names Exhibition & Fashion Show” organized by Ministry of Commerce of P.R.C. during 98th Session of Canton Fair. Dresses designed with Chinese traditional Peking Opera characteristics catch everybody’s eyes. 
15. China made household appliances enjoy a worldwide reputation. Foreign buyers are picking out and purchasing washing machine during the 97th Session of Spring Canton Fair held in 2005. 
16. Small household appliances such as water heater, microwave oven, range hood and cleaner are China’s featured products, which attract foreign buyers’ attention. A foreign buyer is purchasing China made small household appliances in the Canton Fair. 
17. Exhibitors and merchants hold business talks extensively during the 99th Session of Canton Fair held in 2006, especially, beach vehicles and other leisure products drew more attractions from European and American merchants. 
18. As China is developing into one of the world manufacturing center, more and more international buyers show strong interests on China made machines and equipment. As a result, the turnover increases dramatically. 
19. China made shoes are loved by people all over the world. This photo shows foreign buyers looking on samples to place orders on the 100th Session of Canton Fair held in October, 2006. 
20. On the 100th Session of Canton Fair opened on October, 15, 2006, a foreign buyer is riding on a small A-bike in the Ground slowly to experience it for himself.
21. As the staple of China’s import & export, the annual turnover of mechanical and electrical products is over $200 billion, among which the export turnover accounts for about 50%. This photo shows a foreign merchant seeing about a China made digital embroidery machine. 
22. The 100th Session of Canton Fair achieves a very good result. The business turnover reaches $22.19 billion, increasing by 5.8% over the last session. This photo shows the electronic products booth on the 100th Session of Canton Fair.
