Living Style & Fashion: Life in China 

30 years ago, China began to embrace a new era of reform and opening up. 

Over the past 30 years, China has witnessed rapid economic growth with an annual growth rate of more than 10% and dramatic changes have taken place in China’s society. 
Chinese people have abandoned the monotonous, unified living style and way of thinking that dominated in the past and their ideas and concepts have been growing pluralized and their cultural lives diversified. The inclusive nature of Chinese culture has brought about fundamental changes of Chinese people’s attitude toward foreign and new things. They have shown full respect for and tolerance of the pursuit of individuality. Tradition and modernity, national and international, science and civilization, ecology and environmental protection, competition and efficiency, democracy and rule of law, all these have become topics that Chinese people have continued to reflect on and study. 
In 2008, China successfully hosted the 29th Summer Olympic Games, a landmark event indicating that China has been integrated with the rest of the world. With ever-deepening cooperation with and opening up to the outside world, Chinese people have continued to assimilate the best of modern civilizations. Chinese people’s concepts and ideas have witnessed historical transformation, from being restrained and secluded, to being emancipated and becoming progressive and practical, to being open, scientific and innovation-oriented.  
Bird’s Nest, Water Cube, the National Centre for Performing Arts and the new CCTV Tower have replaced the Great Wall, the Forbidden City and the Temple of Heaven to become new landmarks of Beijing and China. A new, fashionable image of China is being unveiled to the rest of the world. 

20081201 
In March 2001, a Lama monk from Lhasa, Tibet was making a call by his mobile phone, enjoying an easy and fast life in the information age. 
20081202 
China International Fashion Week epitomizes the history of Chinese fashion industry and Chinese fashion designers over the past decade or so and witnesses changes that have occurred in China’s society. The model in this picture is showing a beautiful dress on the catwalk during 2004China International Fashion Week. 

20081203 

Shanghai International Automobile Industry Exhibition, founded in 1985, is the first professional auto exposition held in China. In this picture, the world-famous brand Spyder was on display at Auto Shanghai 2005. 

20081204 

On November 25, 2005, a group wedding was held in the Great Wall in the suburb of Beijing. This new wedding fashion has brought new couples with fresh excitement while saving their money and energy. 
20081205 
In the summer vacation of 2008, Wu Chunqing, a 5-year-old girl from Shanghai was going to spend holidays abroad with her mother. On the evening before they departed, her mother confirmed air tickets and hotel reservation online when the girl was playing beside her mother. 

20081206 
On November 3, 2007, ESPRIT, a global fashion brand, was hosting its first fashion show in the air in China. 

20081207 
This picture shows that residents in Hangzhou were playing tap dance with music beats in the morning. Their pleasant dancing attracted passersby. Playing tap dance has become a fashionable exercise for middle-aged and senior people in the winter. 

20081208 

A pet dog was put on a pair of anti-UV sunglasses by its master in order to protect it from the heat of summer. 

20081209 
In the sightseeing platform in Shanghai Bund, some young people were showing off their stunts by jumping on fly jumpers, looking like cool supermen. 

20081210 
More than 100 handicapped persons were shown around the Forbidden City with the aid of barrier-free facilities and Beijing Olympic volunteers. Working as a volunteer has become a trendy profession in China.  
20081211 
In June 2006, the sixth day of application in Shenyang Area for Super Girl Contest, a Chinese version of Pop Idol launched by Hunan Satellite TV, Ms. Dong Xiulan, a 76-year-old lady signed her application form for the contest, becoming the oldest “Super Girl” in the contest area of Shenyang. In China, more and more senior people have lived fashionable and diversified lives. 
20081212 
By the end of 2008, the number of netizens in China reached 253 million, ranking top in the world. This picture shows that young people were surfing online in an internet café on November 3, 2007. 

20081213 
With the ever-growing national economy, some hotels in China have adopted more intelligent and trendy management patterns. This picture shows that a customer was ordering his menu with a palm computer in a restaurant in Wenzhou. 

20081214 
The bar district in Shichahai, Beijing have become one of the most favorite venues of entertainment and leisure for young consumers and tourists. 

20081215 
On June 1, 2008, Beijing’s first private doctor club was founded, offering 24-hour medical services for child patients. This picture shows that a doctor disguised in a giant panda was welcomed by child patients. 
20081216 
A foreign customer was trying on the Spring Festival costume she ordered in a tailor shop in Lianyungang, Jiangsu Province. 

20081217 
In a homemaking service station in Xi’an, the manager Yang Aili was having a video talk to a potential client. 

20081218 
A CRH train is arriving at Tanggu Station, Tianjin. In May 2008, Beijing-Tianjin Inter-city Rail, China’s first high-speed railway with the designed speed of 350km/h, was completed and put into operation. 
20081219 
On March 22, 2004, “2004 China’s New Vision: An Exhibition on Contemporary Young Artists” was opened in Shanghai. The picture shows that a viewer was seeing the exhibition. 

20081220 
On December 4, 2008, the movie “Mei Lanfang”, portraying the life of this master artist in Peking Opera, debuted in Hangzhou, attracting numerous viewers. 
20081221
Blossoms of rape flowers and plum flowers in Guizhou Province attracted tourists for spring excursion. 

20081222 
Bird’s Nest, Water Cube, the National Center for Performing Arts and the new CCTV Tower have become new and trendy landmarks of Beijing and China. 
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