Foreigners in China: living with Chinese culture
As Chinese economy grows, China reinforces its opening-up policy and strengthens its links to the world. More and more foreigners have come to work and live in China, and in their leisure time, they tour around China, taste Chinese food, and immerse themselves in the great diversity and richness of Chinese culture. 

The number of permanent foreign residents has been on the increase in recent years. Quite a few of them even married the locals and had their babies here, thus settling themselves down in this country. In Beijing, the proportion of foreigners in the total permanent residence reached 0.3%.

Many foreigners here speak fluent mandarin Chinese and call China their second home. Their understanding of China deepens as time goes by, along with their interest in the colorful Chinese culture.

During traditional Chinese festivals, many foreigners enjoy making Jiaozi (dumplings), Zongzi (glutinous rice wrapped in a pyramid shape using bamboo or reed leaves), hanging red lanterns and practicing other Chinese customs with the assistance of their kind Chinese neighbors. 

Courses on Chinese painting, Chinese food, Chinese Kungfu and lectures on various aspects of Chinese culture are often frequented by foreign students, who find great pleasure in wearing Tang suit, making Kungfu Tea, studying Chinese calligraphy and Peking opera. 

Among foreign residents in China there is no lack of scholars who have become very learned in traditional Chinese classics, religion and other topics. Besides, China’s 5,000-year history and civilization and its precious cultural legacies also provide great inspiration for many foreigners who, after living in China for long and cultivating a love for Chinese culture, have written them into popular articles and books, building a bridge of communication between China and the rest of the world. 

20091201. Foreigners living in Beijing’s Hutong (alleys) and Siheyuan (courtyard houses) write couplets, make Tangyuan (glutinous rice balls), and solve lantern riddles together with their Chinese neighbors, celebrating China’s traditional Lantern Festival. 

20091202. An American couple working in Nanjing of southern China holds a traditional Chinese style wedding ceremony, adding a special sweet flavor to their happiness. 

20091203. A foreigner learns to weave on a loom during an exhibition held in Beijing showcasing traditional Chinese skills and techniques, a part of China’s intangible cultural heritage. 
20091204. A foreigner tries a Tang suit that she ordered in a local store in Jiangsu Province shortly before China’s Spring Festival (Chinese New Year) comes. 

20091205. Shaolin Kungfu, renowned around the world, attracts young learners from not only China but also the rest of the world. 

20091206. A foreign teacher teaches pupils English in a language training school. As learning foreign language became a fashion in China in recent years, it has created numerous job opportunities for foreigners in China. 

20091207. College students from foreign countries play games with pupils in a primary school in west Hunan Province of southern China. They came as volunteers for an educational aid program. 
20091208. Chief Meteorologist of Pakistan’s Meteorological Service Ghulam Rasul receives his doctoral degree certificate at the graduation ceremony and becomes the first foreign doctoral student of the Graduate University of China Academy of Sciences, the largest training base for doctoral student in China. 

20091209. Four foreigners perform Xiangsheng (crosstalk) at CCTV’s Spring Festival Gala. They studied traditional Chinese crosstalk and have become well-known comic stars across China. 

20091210. Foreign teachers and students of Beijing-based Concord College of Sino-Canada perform an episode of classic Chinese novel A Dream of Red Mansions and celebrate the 12th anniversary of the college. 
20091211. Several foreigners living in Wuxi of Jiangsu Province of southern China visit Wuxi Opera Museum, appreciating the charm of the local opera. 
20091212. Two foreign models display the latest sport designs for a clothing company. There are increasingly more foreigners coming to China to seek for job opportunities in recent years. 
20091213. Students of a Beijing-based international school show a painting scroll themed “I love Beijing” during a garden party.
20091214. A German girl studies acupuncture in a Chinese medicine hospital in Shandong Province of eastern China. As Chinese medicine receives more attention worldwide, many foreigners come to China to study this time-honored medical practice. 
20091215. A group of guests from France come to Zhejiang Province to study the rich culture of Chinese tea and tea ceremony. 
20091216. Foreigners living in south China learn to make Zongzi with the help of local Chinese residents and experience the unique ambiance of China’s traditional festivals. 
20091217. Foreigners living in east China’s Lianyungang city learn to make dumplings and Tangyuan with the help of their Chinese neighbors and share the joy of traditional Chinese Spring Festival. In this community live residents from Russia, Germany, France and many other foreign countries, and it is therefore dubbed as “United Nations Community”. 

20091218. A young man, serving as a guide in a wildlife park in south China’s Guangdong Province, introduces knowledge of animals to Chinese pupils. There are many young men from foreign countries, most of which are students in local universities, working here together. 
20091219. A talent show held in Suzhou of Jiangsu Province attracts foreigners living in 13 cities in China. Their performance, including opera, Kungfu, dance and comic sketch, demonstrate their brilliant accomplishments and love of Chinese culture. 
20091220. A student of Tibet University from Italy (left) tastes highland barley wine in her friend’s home in Lhasa and celebrates the Tibetan New Year with the family. 
20091221. Two foreign employees put up household ornaments on a traditional Chinese festival. 
20091222. Two foreigners select writing brushes in Panjiayuan Market, the most vibrant cultural antiques market in Beijing selling curios, books, artworks and crafts.
