	


Celebrations Marking the 60th Anniversary of the Founding of the People’s Republic of China
October 1, 2009 marked the 60th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China. 

On the morning of that day, a grand rally in celebration of China’s 60th anniversary was solemnly held at the Tian’anmen Square in downtown Beijing. Hu Jintao, General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, President of the People’s Republic of China and Chairman of the CPC Central Military Commission, delivered an important speech. A spectacular military parade was staged afterwards. The high-spirited and neat formations, composed of soldiers of the People’s Liberation Army, marched in front of the Rostrum of the Tian’anmen Square for the review by the motherland and the people. 
Following the military parade, the mass procession, consisting of 100,000 participants from all walks of life and 60 gorgeous floats, marched in front of the Rostrum of the Tian’anmen Square, unfolding the historical process of continued development and progress of the People’s Republic of China. On the evening of that day, Party and State leaders, together with people from all walks of life, attended the National Day celebration held at the Tian’anmen Square and watched the gala show and firework display.  
On October 1, 1949, Chairman Mao Zedong solemnly proclaimed the founding of the People’s Republic of China, marking the beginning of a new era for the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. The sixty years of explorations and practices of new China have eventually brought about a great transition in the Chinese nation’s painstaking endeavors for national rejuvenation over the past century or so. China will continue its unswerving efforts in speeding up reform and opening up, firmly keep to the road of socialism with Chinese characteristics and embrace a promising prospect for national rejuvenation along the glorious path blazed by past generations. 
1.A panoramic view of the celebrative rally and state leaders
200910-01  On October 1, 2009, a grand rally in celebration of the 60th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China was held in Beijing. 
200910-02 On October 1, 2009, Hu Jintao, General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, President of the People’s Republic of China and Chairman of the CPC Central Military Commission, reviewed the troops of the People’s Liberation Army ready for a grant military parade. 

200910-03  On October 1, 2009, a grand rally in celebration of the 60th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China was held at the Tian’anmen Square in Beijing. This picture shows that Hu Jintao, Jiang Zemin, Wu Bangguo, Wen Jiabao, Jia Qinglin, Li Changchun, Xi Jinping, Li Keqiang, He Guoqiang and Zhou Yongkang attend the rally on the Rostrum of the Tian’anmen Square. 
2.The military parade

200910-04  On October 1, 2009, a grand rally in celebration of the 60th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China was held in Beijing. This picture shows a panoramic view of the formations. 
200910-05  The formation of the Guard of Honor of the People’s Liberation Army 
200910-06  The formation of Ground Force cadets  
200910-07  The formation of Naval cadets  
200910-08   The formation of Air Force cadets  

200910-09  The formation of female soldiers of the Paramilitary Militia Forces 

200910-10  The formation of vehicles carrying anti-tank guided missiles 
200910-11  The formation of vehicles carrying a new type of conventional missiles 
200910-12   Echelons of military aircrafts flying over the Tian’anmen Square for review 
3.The mass procession

200910-13  In this formation with the theme of “kai tian pi di” (a new era ushered in), procession participants march forward, holding a huge portrait of Mao Zedong, founder of the People’s Republic of China. 
200910-14 In this formation with the theme of “one world”, foreign students, foreign enterprise employees and foreign specialists studying or working in China march forward, waving the national flag of China.  
200910-15  This formation has the theme of “tuan jie fen jin” (marching in unity). 

200910-16  In this formation with the theme of “splendid China”, young students from the country’s 56 ethnic groups, dressed in ethnic attires, march forward, waving the national flag of China. 
200910-17 In this formation with a future-oriented theme, children on the float greet the rally participants along the road. 
200910-18  On October 1, 2009, a grand rally in celebration of the 60th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China was held in Beijing. This picture shows guests attending the grand rally on viewing stands. 
4.Celebrations held nationwide
200910-19  In September 27, 2009, children from Wenling, Zhejiang Province gathered to express their heart-felt congratulations on the 60th anniversary of their motherland. 
200910-20  On October 1, 2009, a dazzling firework display was launched over Victoria Bay, Hong Kong in celebration of the 60th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China. 
5.Celebrations by overseas Chinese
200910-21   On September 26, 2009, the national flag of China was hanged in front of the Fujian Association of USA, an overseas Chinese society whose headquarters are based in New York. 

200910-22   On the evening of September 30, 2009, red and yellow lights shone from the top of the Empire State Building, a tribute to the 60th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China. 
