10th Anniversary of the Return of Macao to China
Macao is located at the westernmost tip of the Pearl River Delta in the southeast coast of China, neighboring Guangdong and Hong Kong. It has been an inalienable part of the territory of China since ancient times, but was occupied by Portugal after the mid-16th century. 
On December 20, 1999, China resumed exercise of sovereignty over Macao which has become a special administrative region of the People’s Republic of China. Governed by the policy of “one country, two systems”, Macao enjoys a high degree of autonomy and executive, legislative and independent judicial power, including that of final adjudication. Social and economic traditions of Macao have been retained and continued. 
Macao is a center where cultures of East and West meet and interact with each other. Numerous heritage resources left over from history have contributed to its cultural uniqueness, from Chinese temples to Roman Catholic churches to world-famous entertainment clubs, just to name a few. In July 2005, the Historic Center of Macao was proclaimed as a World Cultural Heritage site by UNESCO. 
Macao is a vibrant economy in the Asia-Pacific region. In March 2001, the World Trade Organization launched once-six-year trade policy review over Macao and concluded that Macao was among the regions with the most free and open trade and investment policies throughout the world. 
Since its founding, the Government of the Macao Special Administrative Region has enshrined it as its cornerstone of governance to safeguard and improve the free market-based economic system. It has endeavored to develop a free and open market environment with fair competition and rule of good law in order to guarantee steady economic development of Macao.  
Over decades, close and inseparable economic and trade ties have been forged and maintained between Mainland China and Macao. In October 2003, the Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement (CEPA) has been signed between Macao and Mainland, which entered into force with full-scale implementation from January, 1, 2004.  
Since Macao returned to the motherland ten years ago, its people have lived a stable life and enjoyed their work and its economy has continued to grow. While maintaining their traditions, Macao people are creating a new life of their own. 
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Macao is where cultures of East and West meet and coexist in harmony and sees frequent cultural exchanges between China and the rest of the world. 
I. The Return of Macao to the Motherland
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On October 31, 1999, Macao people from all walks of life celebrated the 50-day countdown to the return of Macao to the motherland. This picture showed a dragon dance played in celebration of this historic event. 
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On December 20, 1999, Macao returned to the motherland after centuries of colonial rule. This picture showed the handover ceremony. 

II. Economic, Social and Cultural Development of Macao
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On January 7, 2004, the Promotion Week for CEPA of Mainland, Hong Kong & Macao was opened in Beijing. 
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On December 8, 2006, the Macao-Guangdong Cooperation Joint Conference was held in Zhuhai, during which the country’s first cross-border industrial zone was officially put into operation. 
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On February 20, 2009, the Development Plan for Cultural Exchange and Cooperation among Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao 2009-2013 was signed in Hong Kong. 
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Macao is the most important gambling center of Asia. Its income from the gambling industry reached some 13 billion US dollars in 2008. With this enormous income, Macao again outraced Las Vegas and stood out as the world’s most profitable city in the gambling industry. This picture showed Grand Lisboa Casino, one of the most gorgeous casinos in Macao. 
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On November 6, 2005, the 4th East Asian Games was successfully concluded in Macao. 
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On May 3, 2008, the Beijing Olympic torch relay was launched in Macao. 
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The Grand Prix Macao, a motor racing event inaugurated more than 50 years ago, has been recognized as a new name card for the city. 
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On August 20, 2009, celebrations marking the 60th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China and the 10th anniversary of the return of Macao were opened. This picture showed Mr. Ho Hau Wah, Chief Executive of the Government of the Macao Special Administrative Region, painted the lion’s eyes to inaugurate the serial celebrations. 
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The year 2009 marked the 60th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China and the 10th anniversary of the return of Macao. Macao people from all walks of life hosted various activities to celebrate these two historic events. 

III. Heritage and Traditions of Macao
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In July 2005, the Historic Center of Macao was proclaimed as a World Cultural Heritage site by UNESCO. This picture showed the Ruins of St. Paul, al landmark monument of Macao. 
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The central square with distinctive Portuguese tiled patterns in the Historic Center of Macao 
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These Macao seniors appreciated folk shows while eating delicacies, enjoying themselves at a street corner. 
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This 80-year-old Macao senior sang a dragon boat melody in a traditional way. 
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This museum on pawn trade was renovated from an old pawnshop by the Macao Government. 
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A folk rite to offer sacrifices to the Deity of the Earth practiced in Macao 
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Macao seniors chatted with one another on benches in the evening. 
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A Macao street full of traditional appeal 

IV. “One Country, Two Systems” and “Macao People Administering Macao”
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In his Policy Address 2007, Ho Hau Wah, Chief Executive of the Government of the Macao Special Administrative Region, noted that guided by the policy of “one country, two systems”, Macao enjoys a high degree of autonomy and executive, legislative and independent judicial power, including that of final adjudication.  
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On July 26, 2009, Chui Sai On won the third-term chief executive election of the Macao Special Administrative Region. 
