Post-quake construction in Wenchuan

On May 12, 2008, a massive earthquake hit Wenchuan, a small county of China. It caused heavy casualties and property damage, leaving in its wake enormous losses in local economy and social development. The scale of the disaster shocked the world. Faced with this devastating calamity, the Chinese government and all its people made their utmost efforts to save lives and minimize losses. The relief operation, the largest one ever taken in the Chinese history, was fast in speed, extensively mobilized and intensively invested. 

The Chinese government made reconstruction plans under a people-first and nature-friendly principle, and in accordance with scientifically worked-out plans it promptly launched a series of polices and measures to rebuild the quake-hit area. Construction and rehabilitation work started shortly after the disaster, and all different regions of the whole country were engaged in targeted assistance. Thanks to the efforts made in the past year, homes of most urban and rural residents of the quake-stricken area were rebuilt; schools, hospitals and other public services were restored; and remarkable progress has been made in infrastructure reconstruction, industry revitalization and restructuring, and cultural relics repair. 

While accelerating the speed of the above-mentioned reconstruction work, more attention has been paid to improving the daily life of quake-stricken people. Officials of governments at different levels visited the quake -stricken people regularly, extending warm greetings and making sure their life necessities were provided; volunteers from different places of the country came and tried their best to help the earthquake survivors solve psychological problems and strengthen their faith in creating a better life. 

In quake-relief operations and post-quake constructions, China received sincere condolences and valuable aids from leaders, governments, parties, non-government organizations, embassies, enterprises, and friends of different countries. Compassionate help also came from the people of Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan regions as well as overseas Chinese communities. All these supports will be forever remembered and cherished.

Captions:

20091001  Chinese President Hu Jintao chats with Qiang ethnic villagers of Pingtong Town of Pingwu County while reviewing post-quake construction work in Sichuan. 

20091002  Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao visits Qiang ethnic villagers of the quake-stricken Beichuan Qiang Autonomous County in Sichuan on January 24, 2009, shortly before the Spring Festival. The villagers have just moved into new houses. 

20091003  Reconstruction of a nursery school in Longxing Town of Chongzhou City, Sichuan Province, starts in May 2009 with the aid of a Swiss organization in China. The nursery school will be catering for 240 children after completion. 
20091004  A primary school in Dujiangyan City of Sichuan Province, constructed with the aid of a Taiwan-based company, is put into use on September 1, 2009.
20091005  New houses are built for villagers of the earthquake-shaken Xiang’e County of Dujiangyan City, Sichuan Province. 
20091006  Residents in Songjiaba of Wenxian County, Gansu Province, plant trees along the roads of their rebuilt village. Roads, water supply, TV and broadcasting signals, telecommunication services and Internet access are all restored after reconstruction. Trees-planting and other beautification projects are also underway.

20091007  Quake-hit villagers move into new houses. House-building is the most important part of and receives top priority in post-quake construction. About 80% of the quake-crushed houses have been rebuilt in the past year. 

20091008  Pupils and teachers of Qingquan Primary School of Anxian County, Sichuan Province, gather to celebrate the completion of their teaching building. The reconstruction project received aid from an American company. 
20091009  Pupils run into their new classrooms in high spirit. Twenty-two schools of the disaster-hit Dujiangyan City, constructed with the aid of Shanghai Municipality, are put into use. 
20091010  Tutors from Guang’an City of Sichuan Province come to quake-hit Wenchuan to provide psychological comfort to local pupils. 
20091011  Reconstruction of middle and primary schools in Wenchuan, the epicenter of the May 12 earthquake, has mostly been completed. In the picture are children of No. 1 Primary School of Wenchuan playing games.

20091012  Reconstruction of the railway between Chengdu and Dujiangyan is underway. It is one of the key infrastructure reconstruction projects in quake-hit Sichuan. 
20091013  Wenchuan earthquake severely damaged local road transportation. Local residents, led by the government, actively involved themselves in road reconstruction. In the picture are villagers celebrating the re-opening of a road rebuilt by themselves.  
20091014  Dongfang Steam Turbine Works, damaged in the May 12 earthquake, has resumed production.

20091015  A dry process cement production line in a cement production plant of Huaying City, Sichuan Province, is put into use. It is one of the key projects of local post-quake reconstruction.

20091016  Agricultural production of the quake-hit Sichuan, Gansu, and Shaanxi provinces has fully recovered. In the picture is a villager of Mianzhu City, Sichuan Province, harvesting wheat in the first harvest season after the earthquake.

20091017  The ruins of Beichuan, the most severely damaged town in the Sichuan earthquake area, are preserved and turned into a museum. In the picture are workers constructing drainage systems to protect the ruins. 

20091018  Reconstruction of the seriously damaged Bifengxia Panda Breeding Center is completed, and baby pandas move into their new home. 

20091019  The Sichuan Earthquake left many injured and disabled. With the help from the local government they are fitted with artificial limbs for free and get back to normal life.

20091020  More than 14,000 infants and kids in Dujiangyan and Mianzhu get vaccinated against rotavirus to prevent enteritis with the aid of a Hong Kong-based charity organization. 

20091021  The massive earthquake in Sichuan left many families shattered. Luckily, many of the quake-stricken people united to become a new family and started a new life. This picture shows a villager of Lixian County, Sichuan Province, holding a wedding ceremony in their home rebuilt after the earthquake. 

20091022  Renowned tenor Placido Domingo and Chinese singer Song Zuying sing a famous piece Auld Lang Syne with kids from the Sichuan earthquake zone. 
