Chinese New Year
The Spring Festival, or Chinese New Year, was first celebrated in the Han Dynasty (206 BC – 220 AD). It is recognized as the most important holiday for Chinese people, symbolizing family reunion and peace. The Spring Festival is celebrated to embrace the arrival of the spring when everything wakes up and a new sowing season begins. 
Spring Festival celebrations begin from the 23rd of the twelfth lunar month when people begin to make preparations for the coming New Year, such as offering sacrifices to the Kitchen Deity, cleaning up their houses, going shopping and pasting New Year prints, paper cuts and character “Fu” (meaning “good fortune”) on gates and windows. On the 30th of the twelfth lunar month, or the New Year’s Eve, every Chinese family sets off firecrackers, has New Year’s Eve dinner and spends the whole night sleeplessly to welcome the arrival of the New Year. From the 1st of the first lunar month, people pay New Year calls to each other, visit their relatives and stroll around the flower market. Spring Festival celebrations will continue until the Lantern Festival which falls on the 15th of the first lunar month. 
The Spring Festival is a common holiday for all ethnic groups of China. Every ethnic group holds distinctive folk events to celebrate this traditional festival. These folk events include offering sacrifices to ancestors, bidding farewell to the previous year and welcoming the New Year, praying for good fortune and great harvests, and holding sacrificial rites to show respect for various deities. 
Over the past several decades, the traditional Spring Festival has evolved with the development of the time. It has become common practices to have New Year’s Eve dinner in hotels or restaurants, travel during the Spring Festival, and exchange New Year greetings through phone calls or text messaging. 
In recent years, the Chinese Spring Festival has become more popular abroad. On the 1st of the first Chinese lunar month, hundreds of thousands of Londoners gather in China Town and Trafalgar Square in the downtown of London to celebrate the Chinese Spring Festival. Huge character “Fu”, vivid portraits of Chinese zodiac and banners with the Chinese greeting “Xin Nian Hao” are available everywhere in Galeries Lafayette in Paris. The Chinese Spring Festival has been proclaimed as a legal holiday in the State of New York in USA. 

The Spring Festival is an effective means to promote traditional culture of Chinese nation. Chinese people express their best wishes, enjoy family reunion and pay New Year calls to their relatives and friends during the Spring Festival. As the most important traditional holiday of Chinese nation, the Spring Festival has now become a holiday celebrated worldwide and recognized by more and more people. 
I. Spring Festival Traditions and Customs
200909-01 

Children from Shenyang made distinctive decorations by themselves to express their expectations and blessings for the New Year of 2009. 

200909-02 
Chinese and foreign residents in a living quarter in Tuanjiehu, Beijing made dumplings together to welcome the New Year. 
200909-03 
Kazak people from Urumqi, Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region held horse races to celebrate the Spring Festival. 
200909-04 

Chinese people did New Year shopping to make preparations for the Spring Festival. 

200909-05 

The Spring Festival couplet was hanged on the house gate of a family living in Greater Higgnan Mountains as a sign to celebrate the Chinese New Year. 

200909-06 

Staffs from a Nanjing-based business wore Chinese traditional costumes to welcome the Spring Festival. 

200909-07 

A girl from the Miao ethnic group from Rongshui County, Guangxi purchased goods to make preparations for the Chinese New Year. 
200909-08 

Employees from Jinjiang, Fujian Province enjoyed the New Year’s Eve dinner in their company’s restaurant. 

200909-09 

From 1983, watching the Spring Festival gala show on the New Year’s Eve has become a must when celebrating the Spring Festival, besides having the New Year’s Eve dinner and setting off firecrackers. 

200909-10 

A family living in Beijing was having the New Year’s Eve dinner to celebrate the Spring Festival. 

200909-11 

A Beijing girl was texting New Year short message in front of a New Year print. Statistics indicate that more than 18 billion pieces of short message were sent during the Spring Festival of 2009, making a new record high. Sending New Year greetings through short message has become a fashion. 

200909-12 

A folk lantern fair was opened on the Chinese New Year’s Day in Yuyuan Garden in Shanghai. 

200909-13 

The famous Chandian Temple Fair in Beijing was crowded with visitors during the Spring Festival. 
200909-14 

Fireworks were displayed over the sky of the Star Bay in Dalian during the Chinese Spring Festival. 

200909-15 

On January 24, 2004, grand parades presented by 7500 Chinese expatriates living in France and performers from China were launched in Champs-Elysees Avenue in Paris, inaugurating the China-France Cultural Years.  

200909-16

During the Chinese Spring Festival, the Disneyland Park in Hong Kong held celebrative shows like waist drum dances, lion dances and comic performances by Mickey and Donald. 

2009-09-17 

A foreign family living in Shanghai watched from their apartment balcony red lanterns hanged high to celebrate the Spring Festival. 
200909-18 

Overseas Chinese hanged colorful lanterns to celebrate the traditional Spring Festival. 

200909-19 

During the Spring Festival, farmers from Yushan County, Jiangxi Province played dragon dance to pray for pleasant climate and great harvest in the coming New Year. 

200909-20 

Parents and kids were making yuanxiao (glutinous rice balls with fillings inside) to celebrate the Lantern Festival. Yuanxiao is a traditional Chinese delicacy symbolizing family reunion and happiness. 

200909-21 

Residents from the countryside of Beijing played dragon dance to celebrate the Lantern Festival. 

200909-22 

Farmers from Yan’an, Shaanxi Province played Ansai waist drum dance to celebrate the Spring Festival and pray for happiness in the New Year. 
