
Celebrating Spring Festival in China
The Spring Festival, also known as the Chinese lunar New Year, is celebrated for over 2,000 years as the most important and joyful festival in China. 
From the 23rd to the 30th of the last lunar month, people do New Year shopping, cooking New Year foods, cleaning houses and decorating windowpanes with paper cuts to get prepared for the festival. On the Spring Festival, the first day of the Chinese lunar New Year, they visit each other and exchange New Year’s greetings. 
The Spring Festival is a day of family reunion. People travel back to their home by any means possible before the festival to spend time with their family members. They make dumplings and rice cakes, hung red lanterns, stick New Year couplets, play firecrackers, and pay New Year’s calls and visits to their neighbors and beloved ones. Celebration activities diversify. Lion and Dragon Dance is the most popular one, and there are also stilt-walking and Land Boat Dance. In some areas, people still make sacrifices to gods and ancestors to pray for harvest and safety in the next year. Anyway, in this period, every city is gorgeously decorated with lanterns and becomes witness of a series of grand celebrations. In this sense, the festival is also called the Carnival of the Chinese. 
As time goes by, fresh factors and modern flavor are added in celebration of this ancient festival. Some families and individuals prefer travel abroad as a way to celebrate the festival, and some use phone calls and short messages to send New Year’s greetings instead of paying visits. However, no matter how ways of celebration change, the pursuit of family reunion, kinship and happiness will never change. 
20110101. 
People select red lanterns to decorate their home for the Spring Festival. The Spring Festival is the most important and joyful festival of the Chinese people. Preparation for the festival starts from the 23rd of the last lunar month. 
20110102. 
People make paper cuts to decorate their windowpanes as a tradition during the Spring Festival. Paper cuts are therefore called “window blossoms”. Subjects of the paper cuts vary, ranging from legendary figures to flowers, birds, fish and animals. 
20110103. 
A bunch of lovely rabbit dolls is on sale in gift stores. A combination of toy and the shape of flower bunch, it provides a special choice for people purchasing New Year’s presents. 
20110104. 
The Spring Festival is a day for family reunion. People travel back to their home by any means possible before the festival to spend time with their family members.
20110105. 
In north China, eating Chinese dumplings or jiaozi in Chinese during the Spring Festival is meant to bring good luck. On the New Year’s Eve, all family members will gather together to make and eat dumplings, enjoying the happiness of the family reunion. 
20110106. 
A child plays firecrackers during the Spring Festival. The tradition of exploding firecrackers during the Spring Festival has continued for more than 2,000 years in China. 
20110107. 
On the New Year’s Eve, children get the so called “lucky money” from the family, which, usually put in red envelopes, represents the best wishes from the elders and is meant to bring health and good luck to the kids in the coming year. 
20110108. 
Residents of Beijing exchange New Year’s greetings on the lunar New Year’s Day. It is a long-observed tradition to pay visits to the relatives and friends to send New Year’s greetings on the first day of the year. 
20110109. 
During the Spring Festival, a ritual sacrifice to Heaven is demonstrated in Beijing’s Temple of Heaven for the visitors, which restores the historical descriptions of how emperors of the Qing Dynasty were committing ritual sacrifice to Heaven and prayed for national stability and happiness of all people.
20110110. 
Residents in a Beijing hutung go as the Messenger of Spring through the neighborhood shouting “The spring comes”. It is a tradition to have the Messenger of Spring to deliver the message that the spring comes to the local residents. 
20110111. 
Locals and tourists buy pinwheels at the temple fair in Beijing. In Chinese culture, the spinning wheels symbolize the flow of fortune, and are therefore believed to be able to reverse bad fortune in the coming year. 
20110112. 
Macau residents perform dragon dance in front of the famous Ruins of St. Paul’s to celebrate the Spring Festival. 
20110113. 
In Hangzhou City, a grand dinner party is arranged in a community during the Spring Festival to share the joy of the season. 
20110114. 
Since the Spring Festival falls in the slack winter season, many villages set up temporary stages and invite theatre troupes to perform for local villagers. 
20110115.
Primary school pupils in north China’s Henan Province send New Year’s greetings to their peers in southwest China’s Sichuan Province via the internet. Ways of celebrating the Spring Festival have changed over time.
20110116. 
A girl plays with a “lucky rabbit” doll at the temple fair during the Spring Festival of the Year of the Rabbit. Spring Festival is the happiest time for children, for during this period they wear new clothes, eat delicious foods, go to the temple fair, get presents and play to their hearts’ content. 
20110117. 
During the Spring Festival, villagers of Gandong, Rongshui County of southwest China’s Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region visit the neighboring villages to exchange New Year’s greetings. They join the New Year’s party of the sister villages and perform Lusheng (a reed-pipe wind instrument) dance, locally known as “da tong nian” (making friends with those of the same age). China is a multiethnic country, and every ethnic group has their unique customs in celebrating the Spring Festival. 
20110118. 
The Mongolian herdsmen play Morinhuur (a Mongolian bowed string instrument) in their yurts and present hada to each other, praying for good luck in the coming year.
20110119. 
Residents of south China’s Hainan Province guess lantern riddles during the Spring Festival. Guessing lantern riddles is a characteristic custom of the Chinese Lantern Festival, which falls on the 15th of the first lunar month. People write riddles on the lanterns to entertain those who go out to appreciate lanterns. 
20110120. 
On the Lantern Festival, all family members and friends gather together to make yuanxiao (small ball made of glutinous rice with sugar or bean paste stuffing) and enjoy the festival. The festival falls on the 15th of the first lunar month, the night of which is the first of the year to see a full moon. As a tradition, people usually go out to appreciate the moon, explode fireworks, guess lantern riddles, and eat yuanxiao to celebrate the festival. 
20110121. 
The Chinatown of Los Angeles presents the annual Golden Dragon Parade to welcome the New Year. During the Spring Festival, Chinese people living abroad hold a variety of activities to celebrate the beginning of a new year. 
20110122. 
Songs and dances are joyously performed to greet the New Year. 

