Tibet: 60 years after peaceful liberation

Tibet Autonomous Region constitutes the main part of the Tibetan Plateau. With an average elevation of over 4,000 meters, it is sometimes referred to as the “Roof of the World”. Covering an area of over 1,200,000 square kilometers, Tibet is inhabited by 2.93 million people, 95.5% of which are Tibetans. Lhasa is its capital.
On May 23, 1951, the central government of the People's Republic of China and the local government of Tibet signed the Agreement on Measures for the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet, after which Tibet realized peaceful liberation and embarked on a new path of development. The suffocating theocratic feudal serfdom was abolished and millions of serfs emancipated, ushering in new hopes and bright prospects for the Tibetan people. 
In the past 60 years, Tibet witnessed the tremendous changes in its local politics, economy and culture, and memorized one after another achievement in social and economic development. The past 60 years comprise a history that records the steps of the Tibetan people from darkness to light, from backwardness to progress, from poverty to prosperity, and from isolation to integration. 
Tibet has insisted a development pattern with distinctive China characteristics and Tibetan features, in which the emphasis on economic development has brought significant improvements in every aspect of the life of Tibetan people during the past 60 years. Until the end of 2010, the gross regional product has reached 50.7 billion yuan. The living standard of people in both urban and rural areas continues to improve. Every township and village is accessed to the Internet and telephone lines. Among all the provinces and autonomous regions, Tibet is one of the first to provide free compulsory education to kids of the entire region. In most areas, free education is extended to 9 years. The local social security system, mainly comprised of social insurances (including endowment, medical, occupational, unemployment and maternity insurances) and social assistance, is steadily improved. Scientific, cultural and health undertakings develop in full swing. The traditions and customs of Tibet are well-reserved and enriched. As the ethnic and religious policies and regional autonomy policy of the central government are implemented, religious belief of the local people are fully respected and protected. 
The social and economic development of Tibet has now been set at a new high. In current Tibet, people live all at ease, and the society is advancing towards an even higher goal. 

20110501. 
On May 23, 1951, representatives of the central government of China, Li Weihan, Zhang Jingwu, Zhang Guohua and Sun Zhiyuan signed the Agreement on Measures for the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet in Qinzheng Palace of Zhongnanhai, Beijing. 
20110502.
On May 23, 1952, Chinese President Mao Zedong meets with chief delegate of the Tibet local government to Beijing Ngapoi Ngawang Jigme in congratulation of the peaceful liberation of Tibet. 
20110503. 
On May 1, 1956, the Preparatory Committee for the Tibet Autonomous Region was set up with a grand ceremony in front of the Potala Palace.
20110504. 
Emancipated serfs burned contracts and debt papers. The democratic reform in Tibet, starting from March 1959, overthrew the feudal serfdom system and liberated millions of serfs and slaves, and was often referred to as the epoch-making reform in the history of Tibet. 
20110505. 

A great leader of the Chinese Tibetan Buddhism, the 10th Bainqen Erdini Qoigyi Gyaincain made outstanding contributions to the reinforcement of national unity, to the enhancement of friendship between the Chinese and Tibetan people and to the promotion of development and progress of Tibet. 
20110506. 
The Potala Palace was built in Lhasa 1,300 years ago by the Tibetan king Songtsen Gampo as a present for his bride Princess Wen Cheng of the Tang Dynasty. It was later used as a winter palace by the Dalai Lama, and became the center of the theocratic governance. The palace was listed as one of the major cultural relics subject to state protection by the State Council in 1961 after the foundation of the People’s Republic of China, and was inscribed to the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1994.
20110507. 
Before liberation there were hardly any non-religious schools in Tibet. The illiteracy rate is high at 95%. Less than 2% school-age children attended school. During the past 60 years, the central government earmarked a huge amount of funding to promote the education of Tibet, with the support of which Tibet made itself one of the first regions to realize free compulsory education in both urban and rural areas. 
20110508. 
The central government invested 665 million yuan for the construction of Tibet University and sent teachers from other provinces to support teaching activities. For the time being, Tibet University offers classes on 10 subjects, including economics, legal sciences, engineering and medicine. The enrollment capacity now reaches 8,000. 
20110509. 
The Ministry of Health has repeatedly sent eye experts from Beijing and other provinces to Tibet to provide free treatment for local people, especially to conduct cataract surgeries. 
20110510.。
The image shows the scenery of an eco-environment preservation area along the Qinghai-Tibet Railway. Ecological environment protection, as an important component of the modernization of Tibet, has been given equal priority with economic and social development. So far the protection efforts have yielded positive results. The current Tibet enjoys a diversity of animal and plant species. It is one of the best natural environments on earth. 
20110511. 
To strengthen protection of rare wild animal species, Lhasa’s wild life department built up a rescue station to take in endangered wild lives. Monitoring posts and stations are installed to detect epidemic diseases and focus. 
20110512. 
The construction of the Qinghai-Tibet Railway has brought favorable development opportunities to the line-side areas. The glacier mineral water program, bottling water from an altitude of 5,100 meters at Tanggula Mountains, is so far the largest external investment project in Tibet. 
20110513. 
In conformity with the central government’s requirement, state-owned enterprises, ministries and commissions paired up with their counterparts in Tibet to develop local agriculture, transportation, energy, culture, education, medical service and news industry. The image shows Lhasa Department Store, which was built with the support from inland provinces.
20110514. 
Nyingchi Airport, Known as 'the world's most difficult airport for planes to reach', was put into operation in 2006. The local Tibetan people dance in their festival best to celebrate the successful maiden flight. 
20110515. 

A Tibetan family takes a trip by train. The Qinghai-Tibet Railway is the world’s highest-altitude and longest railway line built atop a plateau. It ends Tibet’s rail-less history and brings tremendous opportunities for Tibet’s resource and economy development. 

20110516. 
Lhasa’s Liuwu Bridge is the first modern overpass of Tibet. Completed in 2007, it greatly reduced the distance between the local train station to the downtown area. The road mileage of Tibet has amounted to 51,300 kilometers to date. A road traffic network has basically formed. 

20110517. 
Tibet has over 1,700 venues to accommodate local religious activities. Scripture memorization, debate, empowerment, normal Buddhism practice and academic programs are well protected. 
20110518. 
On the annual Tibetan Shoton Festival, Lhasa’s Drepung Temple unfurls its giant Buddha tapestry on the hillside.
20110519. 
Well-dressed Gyantse women carry yak horns, barley and tsampa (roasted barley) to pray for harvest during the local celebration of the Damar festival. Tibet boasts a wide variety of festivals and holidays. 

20110520. 
Tibetan Opera, hailed as "the living fossil of traditional Tibetan culture”, was included into the first group of state-level non-material cultural heritage in 2006. The central government and the local Tibetan government have both attached great importance to the protection and development of traditional Tibetan culture and art. A group of spectacular cultural traditions and folk art species are rescued and put under effective preservation. 
20110521. 

Niang Ben, an outstanding representative of China’s non-material cultural heritage the Thangka art, demonstrates the painting techniques to the visitors. He was granted the title of “Chinese Thangka Master”.
20110522. 
The Tibetan government earmarked 465 million yuan in 2007 to initiate low-rent apartment construction in the hope of improving the local housing conditions. The image shows the first low-rent apartment project in Lhasa “Sunshine Home”.
20110523. 
A woman, who comes to Lhasa to pay homage to the Buddha, calls her family with a cell phone. The Tibetan government has been strengthening investment in telecommunication industry. The input in key telecommunication and Internet programs and in mobile telecommunication network construction totaled 6.305 billion yuan as of September 2010. 
20110524. 
Mount Everest witnesses a large number of tourists during the summer months. Climbers gather at the base camp to enjoy the charm of the world’s highest mountain. 
20110525. 

Representatives from Tibet attend the session of the National People’s Congress, China’s highest legislature, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. 
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