Dunhuang: Impressions of a Lost Desert Civilization

Foreword
1. Dunhuang
2. A City of Art and Poetry Carved from Stone

An Oasis City by a Crescent Lake

A City of Magical Sounds by the Singing Dunes

3. Sanwei Dunes
4. Crescent Lake 

5. Exterior View of Dunhuang Caves 
6. Jiayuguan Pass
7. Ruins of Yangguan Pass
8. Yumenguan Pass
9. Ruins of Han Dynasty Great Wall
Architecture（建筑）
1.
Mogao Cave 45

Interior view, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)
Mogao Cave 288

Central pagoda, c. Western Wei Dynasty (535-556 AD)

2.  Mogao Cave 61

Interior view, c. Five Dynasties (907-960 AD)

Mogao Cave 3

Interior view, c. Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368 AD)
3.  Mogao Cave 432

A corner inside the cave, c. Western Xia Dynasty (1036-1226 AD)
Mogao Cave 427

Exterior cave façade, c. Song Dynasty (960-1276 AD)

4.  Mogao Cave 154

Central pagoda, c. Northern Wei Dynasty (386-534 AD)
5.  Mogao Cave 427

Interior view of front chamber, c. Sui-Northern Song Dynasty (581-1127 AD)

Mogao Cave 431

Interior view of cave eaves, c. Song Dynasty (960-1276 AD)

Wall Paintings（壁画）
6.  Mogao Cave 112



Illustration of Returning Benevolence Sutra, c. mid-Tang Dynasty 
(781-847 AD)

Mogao Cave 320



Preaching the Dharma, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)

7.  Mogao Cave 148
Bodhisattva and Agni-Deva (Fire Deity), c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)
Mogao Cave 159
Musicians on north side of shrine, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)
Mogao Cave 154

Illustration of Maitreya Sutra (detail), c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)

8.  Yulin Cave 4 
Preaching the Dharma on Lingjiu Mountain, c. Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368 AD)
Yulin Cave 4

White Tara (Bodhisattva of Compassion), c. Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368 AD)
9.  Mogao Cave 36

The Dragon Kings Pay Reverence to Buddha, c. Five Dynasties (907-960 AD)
10. Mogao Cave 158

Lokapala (Heavenly Kings) and Dharma Protectors, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)

11. Mogao Cave 61

Women Donors, c. Five Dynasties (907-960 AD)
12. Mogao Cave 61


Illustration of Vimalakirti Sutra, c. Five Dynasties (907-960 AD)

13. Mogao Cave 72

Illustration of the Stories of Liu Sahe, c. Five Dynasties (907-960 AD)
14. Mogao Cave 85

Illustration of Returning Benevolence Sutra (detail), c. late Tang Dynasty (848-907 AD)
15. Mogao Cave 158

Illustration of Devata Sutra (Questioning Devas Sutra), c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)
Mogao Cave 328

Offering Bodhisattvas, c. Western Xia Dynasty (1036-1226 AD)

16. Mogao Cave 161

Painted vaulted ceiling, c. late Tang Dynasty (848-907 AD)

Mogao Cave 14

Painted vaulted ceiling, c. late Tang Dynasty (848-907 AD)

17. Mogao Cave 220

North wall of corridor, c. Five Dynasties (907-960 AD)

18. Mogao Cave 285


North slope of ceiling (detail), c. Western Wei Dynasty (535-556 AD)

19. Mogao Cave 296

Bhiksuni Suksma, Buddhist Nun from Damamuka Nidana Sutra (Sutra of the Wise and the Foolish), c. Northern Zhou Dynasty (557-581 AD)

20. Mogao Cave 437

Flying Apsaras, c. Northern Wei Dynasty (386-534 AD)
21. Mogao Cave 320

Bodhisattva, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)
Mogao Cave 199

Bodhisattva, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)

Mogao Cave 9

Corridor ceiling, c. late Tang Dynasty (848-907 AD)

22. Mogao Cave 112

Musicians and Dancers, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)
23. Mogao Cave 154

Illustration of Returning Benevolence Sutra: Musicians and Dancers, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)
24. Mogao Cave 154

Illustration of Returning Benevolence Sutra: Musicians and Dancers, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)
25. Mogao Cave 237

Illustration of Devata Sutra (Questioning Devas Sutra), c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)
26. Mogao Cave 237

Illustration of Bhaisajyaguru Sutra (Medicine Buddha Sutra)，c. mid-Tang 

Dynasty (781-847 AD)

27. Mogao Cave 237

Buddhist figures, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)

28. Mogao Cave 159


Illustration of Maitreya Sutra: Accepting the Tonsure, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)

29. Mogao Cave 468

Flying Apsara, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)

30. Mogao Cave 306

Preaching the Dharma, c. Western Xia Dynasty (1036-1226 AD)
Mogao Cave 237

Buddhist figures, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)

31. Yulin Cave 25

Illustration of Maitreya Sutra, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)
32. Mogao Cave 100

Lokapala (Heavenly Kings), c. Five Dynasties (907-960 AD)
33. Mogao Cave 12

Illustration of Lotus Sutra: Waging War, c. late Tang Dynasty (848-907 AD)
34. Mogao Cave 158

Kings of Many Countries, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)

Mogao Cave 158

Bodhisattvas and Disciples, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)

35. Mogao Cave 196

Illustration of the Damamuka Nidana Sutra (the Sutra of the Wise and the Foolish): Raudraksa's Battle with Sariputra，c. late Tang Dynasty (848-907 AD)
Yulin Cave 2

Water-Moon Guanyin, c. Western Xia Dynasty (1036-1226 AD)
36. Mogao Cave 196
1000 Buddhas, c. late Tang Dynasty (848-907 AD)
Mogao Cave 285

Swans, c. Western Wei Dynasty (535-556 AD)

37. Mogao Cave 285

Shooting an Ox, c. Western Wei Dynasty (535-556 AD)

38. Yulin Cave 329 

Buddha Enters the Womb on an Elephant, c. early Tang Dynasty (618-704 AD)
39. Mogao Cave 3

Flying Apsara, c. Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368 AD)

40. Mogao Cave 3

Flying Apsara, c. Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368 AD)
41. Mogao Cave 45

Illustration of the Lotus Sutra: Appearance of the Treasure Stupa – Prabhutaratna and Sakyamuni Preach the Dharma, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)

42. Mogao Cave 95

Ahrat (Buddhist saint), c. Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368 AD)
Mogao Cave 154

Lokapala (Heavenly King) and Sakyamuni Buddha, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)
Mogao Cave 9

Line drawings of figures, c. late Tang Dynasty (848-907 AD)
43. Mogao Cave 468

Women Donors, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)
Yulin Cave 25

Illustration of Maitreya Sutra: An Elder Enters a Tomb for Meditation, 
c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)
Painted Sculptures（雕塑）
44. Mogao Cave 304

Bodhisattva, c. Sui Dynasty (581-618 AD)
Mogao Cave 320

Bodhisattva, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)

45. Mogao Cave 322

Sitting Buddha, c. early Tang Dynasty (618-704 AD)

Mogao Cave 45

Sitting Buddha, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)

Mogao Cave 328

Sitting Buddha, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)

46. Mogao Cave 45

Ananda, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)

Mogao Cave 285

Buddhist Monk, c. Western Wei Dynasty (535-556 AD)

Mogao Cave 261

Lokapala (Heavenly King), c. Five Dynasties (907-960 AD)
47. Mogao Cave 197 

Bodhisattva, c. mid-Tang Dynasty (781-847 AD)
Mogao Cave 283

Sitting Buddha, c. Sui Dynasty (581-618 AD)
Mogao Cave 46

Buddha's Disciple Sariputra, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)

48. Mogao Cave 254

Shrine with Cross-Legged Bodhisattva, c. Northern Wei Dynasty (386-534 AD)

Mogao Cave 420

Sitting Buddha, c. Sui Dynasty (581-618 AD)

Mogao Cave 332

Buddha and Attendants, c. early Tang Dynasty (618-704 AD)
49. Mogao Cave 46

Lokapala (Heavenly King), c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)
Mogao Cave 319

Lokapala (Heavenly King), c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)
50. Mogao Cave 263

Sitting Buddha, c. Northern Wei Dynasty (386-534 AD)

Mogao Cave 27

Offering Bodhisattvas, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)

Mogao Cave 259

Bodhisattva Sitting with One Leg Crossed, c. Northern Wei Dynasty 
(386-534 AD)
51. Mogao Cave 328

Bodhisattva Sitting with One Leg Crossed, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)
Mogao Cave 328

Offering Bodhisattva, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)

Mogao Cave 113

Offering Bodhisattva, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)

52. Mogao Cave 432 

Attendant Bodhisattva, c. Western Wei Dynasty (535-556 AD)
Mogao Cave 432

Sitting Buddha, c. Western Wei Dynasty (535-556 AD)

Mogao Cave 432 

Attendant Bodhisattva, c. Western Wei Dynasty (535-556 AD)

53. Mogao Cave 432

Offering Bodhisattvas, c. Western Wei Dynasty (535-556 AD)

54. Mogao Cave 437

Cross-Legged Bodhisattva, c. Northern Wei Dynasty (386-534 AD)

Mogao Cave 257
Bodhisattva Sitting with One Leg Crossed, c. Northern Wei Dynasty 
(386-534 AD)

Mogao Cave 257

Contemplative Bodhisattva, c. Northern Wei Dynasty (386-534 AD)

55. Mogao Cave 419

Attendant Bodhisattva, c. Sui Dynasty (581-618 AD)

Mogao Cave 260

Offering Bodhisattvas, c. Northern Wei Dynasty (386-534 AD)

Mogao Cave 419

Attendant Bodhisattva, c. Sui Dynasty (581-618 AD)

56. Mogao Cave 384

Bodhisattva, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)

Mogao Cave 265

Bodhisattva and Disciple, c. Western Xia Dynasty (1036-1226 AD)

Mogao Cave 427

Standing Buddha, c. Sui Dynasty (581-618 AD)

57. Mogao Cave 248

Bodhisattva, c. Northern Wei Dynasty (386-534 AD)

Mogao Cave 55

Vajrapani (Guardian Bodhisattva), c. Song Dynasty (960-1276 AD)

Mogao Cave 194

Lokapala (Heavenly King, detail), c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)

58. Mogao Cave 27

Bodhisattvas, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)

Mogao Cave 27

Offering Bodhisattva, c. high Tang Dynasty (705-780 AD)

59. Mogao Cave 296

Sitting Buddha, c. Northern Zhou Dynasty (557-581 AD)

Conclusion

Dunhuang rises eternal from the desert,

a great repository of a thousand years of civilization.
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