International Horticultural Exposition 2011 Xi’an China
International Horticultural Exposition 2011 Xi’an is held from April 28th to October 22nd，2011, in Xi’an city, China. Xi’an, the ancient name of which was Chang’an, is one of the seven ancient capitals in China’s history. Guangyun Lake the Expo Site was a major port of the ancient China and the site for large-scale water transport expositions and trade fairs in the Tang Dynasty (618-907 A.D.).
The Expo covers a total area of 418 hectares, in which there are 109 outdoor gardens. The Four Main Buildings are Chang’an Tower, Greenhouse, Theme Pavilion and the Guangyun Entrance. The Five Major Horticultural Scenic Spots include the Chang’an Flower Valley, Colorful Plants from Qinling Mountains, Flowers along the Silk Road, Overseas Collections and Flower Rainbow over the Ba River. The Three Characteristic Service Zones refer to Romance by the Ba River, Southeast Asian Street and European Avenue. Additionally, gorgeous works of art, sculptures as well as rare birds and animals from China and abroad are displayed during the Expo.
The 109 outdoor gardens include not only those for participant cities, organizations and corporations, but also 9 master gardens and 10 creativity gardens for the first time, which represent the best landscape designs in the present world.
The main theme is “eternal peace and harmony between nature and mankind, nurturing the future earth--a city for nature, co-existing in peace”. And the concept of the Expo lies in “Green Leads the Trend”, which advocates a low-carbon life returning to nature. The latest technologies and materials in ecology, energy-saving and environmental protection are showcased in dozens of gardens such as Greenhouse and Theme Pavilion, so that visitors can have a full understanding and personal experience of the latest achievements of the advanced ecological and environmental technologies in the world.
During the 178 days, there will be over 5,000 theme activities concerned environmental-friendly future, entertainment and interactive and cultural experience. Furthermore, the Expo will also be the site for a dozen of events including the 63nd AIPH (the International Association of Horticultural Producers) Annual Congress, the International Horticultural Forum, the International Fireworks Festival, the International Birdwatching Festival and Chinese Photo Festival.
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20110801. An overlook of the International Horticultural Exposition 2011 Xi’an, China, opened on 28 April 2011.
20110802. Greenhouse is divided into four display zones: modern horticulture, plant factories, fantasy square and a circular studio, showcasing high-tech   imageries such as blossom from stones.
20110803. Chang’an Tower represents the essence of the traditional Chinese  architecture and is one of the landmarks of the Expo. Visitors can have a bird’s-eye view of the whole Expo from the tower.
20110804. One of the Three Characteristic Zones in Expo 2011 Xi’an, Southeast Asian Street highlights the gardens in Southeast Asia. Visitors can have personal experience of that part of the world in this exotic architectural complex.
20110805. The plants in Theme Pavilion are distributed in layers according to illumination, so that each plant can have what it needs. In addition to various rare and precious plants, there are butterfly and beetle specimen of all types as well.
20110806. “Chang’an Flower” the mascot of Expo 2011 Xi’an is created and designed based upon pomegranate flower, the city flower of Xi’an. The garnet “Chang’an Flower” has a full shape and looks cute. The photo shows an in-park tour of “Chang’an Flower”.
20110807. Expo 2011 Xi’an advocates the concept of “Green Leads the Trend”. Visitors can take an electromobile or travel by bike around the whole park.
20110808. The dozens of beautifully-shaped green sculptures of various types clearly present the charms of “flowers, green and water” and well incorporate modern elements into the traditional Chinese culture, showing super professionalism in horticulture and rich and colorful history and culture. The photo shows a piece of green sculpture called “A Chang’an for You”.
20110809. One of the Three Characteristic Zones in Expo 2011 Xi’an, Romance by the Ba River adopts a cluster layout out of the traditional quadrangle dwellings in China. Visitors can here know more about the humanistic spirit and natural landscapes of Central Shaanxi.
20110810. The twelve animal heads of Yuan Ming Yuan Park that have been restored strictly in accordance with the historical data have a get-together in Expo 2011 Xi’an. The scene reproduces the one used to be in front of the Haiyan Hall of Yuan Ming Yuan Park.
20110811. Giant panda, takin, crested ibis and golden monkey, collectively known as the Qinling Legends unique to Shaanxi Province are introduced into the Expo, well showing the biodiversity in the Qinling Mountains and calling on people to protect our nature and the animals living in it.
20110812. Green sculpture that is plant sculpture full of life is exquisite works of horticultural art. The sculptures in the photo are designed upon the four protagonists in Journey to the West, one of the Four Great Classical Novels of Chinese ancient literature.
20110813. Yunnan Garden uses miniatures of the key cultural heritage sites in Yunnan Province, such as “the White Tower”, “Jingzhen Octagonal Pavilion”, thick bamboo arrangement and bodhi trees, highlighting the historic, cultural, natural and ecological features unique to Yunnan Province.
20110814. The Japanese Yokohama Garden adopts the promenading mode around pond and fountain originated from the Edo Time. The exhibition hall adopts the most advanced Japanese technologies such as spray system, green-roof, solar and wind power, incorporating the Japanese history and traditional culture into modern technologies.
20110815. Rich art, culture and modern architecture of Thailand are integrated into the overall design of the exhibition hall in the Thailand Garden. The special stone steps and flowerbeds in the yard give expression to the Thai-style garden.
20110816. Spanish Islamic Garden is also known as Moorish Garden, the prototype of which is the famous Court of Lions in Alhambra Palace, Spain.
20110817. One of the Three Characteristic Zones, European Avenue is actually a complex of European-style houses incorporating traditional European architectural elements and forms. Visitors can experience in person the exotic charms of Europe.
20110818. The two dancers from a Brazilian samba troupe are dancing a passionate tango.
20110819. In each of the five theme parks of the Germany Garden displays different exhibits of varied features. In the photo seven dwarves are guarding their flowerbeds in Oldenburg Park.
20110820. The Ancient Greek Garden in the World Garden takes the square of Greek Delphi site (i.e., Soros Square) as its main body to show the application of perfect proportion and Greek column style with a far-reaching influence on Western architecture.
20110821. The ten-plus fantastic sand sculptures such as the Spine of China, Bailu Plain and Gulliver’s Travels in Expo 2011 Xi’an attract many visitors who have been deeply impressed.
20110822. Cradle of the Chinese people and birthplace of the Chinese culture, Xi’an used to be the capital city of 13 dynasties in China’s long history. In the span of over one thousand years, Xi’an has witnessed the most glorious moments in the Chinese culture. Terracotta warriors and horses excavated from Qinshihuang’s mausoleum and the Bell Tower are all world-known attractions in Xi’an. The photo shows the beautiful scene around the Bell Tower in Xi’an.
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