Discovering Colorful Xinjiang

There are 47 ethnic groups live in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in northwest of China.  For thousands of year’s development, multi-background ethnic groups have formed a unique and beautiful cultural atmosphere.

People here are born to sing and dance, therefore, Xinjiang has long been known as “Land of Songs and Dances”.  There are Maxirap of the Uyghurs, Akyn Aytys of the Kazakhs, Komuz play of the Kirgiz, the annual Nadam Fair of the Mongols, the West-Moving Festival of the Xibe, and Temple Fairs of the Hans, and so many types of interesting activities.

From cities to villages, recreational activities are never lacking. Horse racing, sheep snatch, lion dance, dragon lantern, and tug of war are several of the most popular ones among local residents. The number of folk performance teams active in Xinjiang exceeds 2,000, which consist of over 60,000 people.

In recent years, Xinjiang has been continuously improving its public cultural service network. Newly-opened libraries and culture centers and government-invested projects like Cultural Gallery along the Silk Road and Sending Books to Villagers greatly enriched local cultural infrastructure.

Some dying folk arts are restored with local government’s efforts. The classic Uyghur musical composition Twelve Muqam is recognized by UNESCO as Intangible Cultural Heritage. Kirgiz epic Manas, Mongol epic Jianggar and Aytys of the Kazakhs are listed among China's first batch of intangible cultural heritage.

20100201. The traditional dressed singers and dancers from minority ethnic groups of Xinjiang perform at Tianshan Mountains.
20100202. The Twelve Muqam, the classic musical composition of the Uyghur people, was recorded on the list of World’s Intangible Cultural Heritage by UNESCO in 2005.
20100203. Uyghur farmers of Hami Prefecture dance cheerful Qok (meaning “young crops”) Maxirap in their yard, expecting for a harvest year. 
20100204. Kazakhs of Xinjiang's Habahe County play dombra and sing songs in their tent during a local art festival Autumn Birchwood.
20100205. Kirgiz herdsmen of Xinjiang's Aheqi County fly their falcons during a local falcon festival. 
20100206. Renowned Kirgiz epic singer Jusufu Mamayi, a master performer of the famous epic Manas, takes apprentice on his 90th birthday to pass on the art. 
20100207. A Uyghur family of Xinjiang's Urumqi City taste Sanzi (deep-fried dough twists, a traditional snack of the Moslems) and celebrate Eid al-Fitr, the feast of fast-breaking.
20100208. Local religious people page through the manuscript of a long narrative poem of ancient Uyghurs found from the folk. Chinese government pays close attention to collation of ancient books of ethnic minorities.
20100209. A film Xue Ge (meaning “songs in the snow”) centered on life of Xinjiang’s road workers starts shooting in Hami. Currently Xinjiang has 10 TV stations. Broadcast and TV programs reach over 90% of local population. 
20100210. Kazakh farmers and herdsmen living in remote mountain areas of Xinjiang watch film in their own tent. Local government provides facilities to project films for them. 
20100211. At a book fair held in Urumqi, a Uyghur girl is leafing through a book written in Uyghur language. 
20100212. A Kazakh girl chases a guy at a traditional game. This is one of the most favored horse-riding games of the Kazakhs, in which a guy manages to express his admiration to a girl and the girl gets to chase him back if she accepts his love.
20100213. Kazakh herdsmen who live in north part of Xinjiang hold a sheep-snatching competition to celebrate the New Year.  Sheep-snatching is a sport that favored by the Kazakhs, young men ride horses to scramble for a sheep which is prepared beforehand and the one arrives at the finish point with the sheep wins.
20100214. In every spring, local governments of Xinjiang send artists to perform for people living in farming and herding areas. 
20100215. Akyn Aytys is a folk custom of the Kazakhs, basically a song competition. Akyns are improvising poets and singers in Kazakh culture. At aytys, they respond to and compete against each other in spontaneous rhyming verse on a range of topics to the accompaniment of a dombra. Lyrics are improvised according to the topic of the moment. The one who wins sings for the longest time with the most beautiful voice and the most attractive lyrics.
20100216. In an art promotion activity “Folk Arts into Schools” held in Urumqi, famous cartoon character Nasreddin receives the most popularity among local pupils. 
20100217. A Kazakh folk artist (right) teaches embroidery to dress design majored students on Xinjiang’s Cultural Heritage Day.
20100218. Grapes of Turpan Ripened, a song favored by many people, which describes sweet love between a young soldier and a girl.  A great number of tourists come to Turpan to taste fresh fruits and appreciate enchanting Uyghur songs and dances every year.
20100219. A Uyghur craftsman teaches ancient earth ceramic making skills. 
20100220. The first China Xinjiang International Folk Dance Festival opening ceremony was holding on June 8, 2008.  Dancers from all over the world dance on the “Land of Song and Dance” in China to perform their native dances.
20100221. A Kazakh couple holds a traditional style wedding. 
20100222. Twelve Muqam, the epic of the Uyghurs, is performed in UNESCO headquarters in Paris.
