The Grand Canal
The Grand Canal of China is the longest and largest man-made water-way project in the world. The oldest parts of it date back to more than 2,500 years ago. Enjoying equal fame with the Great Wall, Egypt’s Pyramids and India’s Great Pagoda, the canal has abundant historical, scientific and artistic values. 
Construction of the Grand Canal started from the late Spring and Autumn Period (722–481 BC). After a large-scale expansion in the Sui Dynasty (581-618), it flows from Hangzhou to Beijing with Luoyang as a major hub, stretching for up to 2,700 kilometers. During the Yuan Dynasty (126–1368), another section was dug, which significantly shortened the overall length of the canal to 1,794 kilometers and links Hangzhou and Beijing with a direct north-south water-way. To be more specific, as of its completion, the canal starts from Beijing and passes through Tianjin and the provinces of Hebei, Henan, Shandong, Anhui, Jiangsu and Zhejiang, and links the Haihe, Huanghe (Yellow River), Huaihe, Yangtze and Qiantang rivers. Not only an important route for grain shipment and trade, but also a major vein of troop transport and irrigation of ancient China, it is the oldest, largest and longest canal of the world.
After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, extensive reconstruction work was conducted to restore its transportation, irrigation and flood control functions. A project finished at the end of 1988 re-connected the Grand Canal and the Qiantang River after years of blockade, forming a Hangzhou-centered water shipment system with links to the Haihe, Huanghe (Yellow River), Huaihe, Yangtze and Qiantang rivers.
Cultural legacies along the Grand Canal are diversified. Cities and townships are built up alongside the canal bank with distinctive architectural styles. Wharves, warehouses, locks, bridges and bays form a linear riverside cultural legacy system rare-to-see in China and the world. It is therefore of tremendous significance to strengthen protection of the Grand Canal, which in a sense is conducive for the continuation of human civilization. On May 25, 2006, the Grand Canal was listed as a state-level cultural relic. At present, China is applying for the inclusion of the Grand Canal on the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage List. With intensified care and protection the Grand Canal will refresh with new vigor and vitality. 
20110401. Ancient buildings of downtown Hangzhou contrast finely with the Grand Canal under the night sky. Hangzhou is the southernmost point of the Grand Canal. For many years, the local government has been implementing development and protection policies to restore the ecological environment, improve the traffic system and regenerate the scenic charm of the ancient water. 
20110402. The landmark bridge Gongchen, 98 meters long and 16 meters high, situated at the southernmost point of the Grand Canal. Built in 1631, it has long been regarded as the “First Canal Bridge of Southern China” and is a key state-level cultural relic. 
20110403. Two branches of the Grand Canal, Zhonghe and Donghe, running through Hangzhou, were open for shipping. The antique-style Caofang boat, named after its old Chinese prototype, brings great convenience to local residents and to some extent eases the jam of land-way transport. 
20110404. The Grand Canal crisscrosses in Suzhou and forms beautiful water-bound scenery here. An 80-kilometer-long section of the canal runs through Suzhu, where in ancient time was the witness of busy northbound water-way grain and silk transport. 
20110405. Panmen Gate, also known as the Land and Water Gate, is originally built more than 2,500 years ago. It remains in good condition today and becomes a landmark tourist site of Suzhou.  
20110406. Officials of Wuxi maritime safety administrative institution in Jiangsu Province monitor the shipment within the local canal section with TV devices to ensure smooth water-way transport. 
20110407. Embroidery artist Zhao Hongyu stitches a Suzhou-style fine miniature embroidery featuring the Grand Canal in Wuxi. The Grand Canal nourished a variety of cities and townships, where a series of cultural assets with distinctive canal-side characteristics were created. 
20110408. The Yangzhou section Grand Canal was renovated with a 250-million-yuan investment, a key traffic program of Jiangsu Province, to meet the growing local traffic demand, which is manifested both in increased cargo volume and vessel size. 
20110409. The Yucheng post house in Jiangsu Province is one of the most important of its kind along the Grand Canal, and is the largest and best reserved ancient post house in China. 
20110410. Huai’an hydraulic junction stands at the confluence of three famous man-made waters, namely, the Grand Canal, the Subei General Irrigation Canal and the Huaihe River Canal to the Sea. With three large powered pumping stations and several power plants, the project exerts important regulating functions for flood discharge of Huaihe River. 
20110411. The channel of the 404-kilometer-long Xuzhou-Yangzhou section of the Grand Canal was greatly expanded to ensure the waterway navigable for thousand-ton level fleets. 
20110412. A site of the canal lock (called Tuqiao Lock) along the Grand Canal was unearthed completely in Liaocheng, Shandong Province in 2010. It will be put into use as the eastern section of the ongoing South-North Water Transfer Project after restoration.
20110413. Shanxi-Shaanxi Guildhall along the west bank of the Grand Canal in Liaocheng, Shandong Province is an ancient building complex sponsored by merchants from Shanxi and Shaanxi provinces during the Ming and Qing dynasties. A combination of temple and club, the guildhall is one of the well-reserved representative canal-side cultural legacies.
20110414. Farmers of a canal-side village in Shandong Province harvest wheat. The Grand Canal as a major vein of the north-south water-way transport links the Haihe, Huanghe (Yellow River), Huaihe, Yangtze and Qiantang rivers and exerts positive influence over the agricultural production along its banks. 
20110415. A dragon boat challenge is held on the Nanbei Canal in Henan’s capital city Zhengzhou. The Grand Canal, as of its completion in the Sui Dynasty, passes through Zhengzhou, Kaifeng, Luoyang, Shangqiu, Anyang, Hebi, Xinxiang and Jiaozuo cities within Henan Province.. 
20110416. The Grand Canal runs through Cangzhou City and witnesses the evolution of its unique traditions and customs. In ancient times Cangzhou was a place of great military significance and attracts many martial art practitioners, which in turn made it a cradle of the Chinese martial art. In 1992, Cangzhou was named the “Land of Chinese Martial Art” by China’s General Administration of Sports.
20110417. Residents of Tianjin dance on the brightly-lit canal side. Prosperous canal shipping stimulates the development of the cities alongside. 
20110418. A myriad of high-rise buildings is reflected in the burnished mirror of the river Tonghui, the northernmost segment of the Grand Canal. Tongzhou District of Beijing is the northernmost end of the Grand Canal, which flourishes as of the completion of the canal. 
20110419. Boatmen of Shandong’s Taierzhuang paste up couplets and prepare food to celebrate the upcoming Spring Festival. Along the Grand Canal live hundreds of boatmen, who make their living by fishing and cargo shipping. 
20110420. Liaocheng City of Shandong Province, among all the old canal-side cities, first opened a canal culture museum. Located along the bank of the Grand Canal, the museum showcases a rich collection of canal-related items, not only as a reference for protection and research of the canal culture but also as a representation of the history, scenery and unique customs of and along the canal. 
20110421. A museum to record the history and culture of the Grand Canal, the Grand Jing-Hang Canal Museum, opened in Hangzhou in 2006. The Grand Canal demonstrates the world-leading hydraulic and navigation achievements of ancient China and has accumulated abundant cultural legacies. 
20110422. A cruise along the Grand Canal themed “In Search of the Charm of China” attracted more than 100 young representatives from around the country. The activity kicked off after young representatives signed their names on a banner writing “Protect the Grand Canal and Support Application for World Cultural Heritage to Spread Chinese Civilization”. 
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